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Today we have part two of a three-part narrative.  Last Sunday, we read how 
Jesus “summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs, giving them 
authority over unclean spirits”, and “to proclaim repentance” (Mk 6: 7, 
12).  Today, they rejoin Jesus and tell him “all they had done and taught,”  

The disciples were pumped by being able to do what Jesus does.  To share the 
work of the kingdom.  They shared with Jesus the enthusiasm and joy of 
proclaiming his Good News to the folks in this region.   

We have made a full circle in the last three years.  Together as a community of 
faith, we have competed the full cycle of the Church’s reading.  And I am glad to 
report, that in spite of the setbacks of Covid 19, we are still enthusiastically 
embracing the challenge and the message of proclaiming the Kingdom to those 
we met.  A small community of just over 375 are impacting the lives of this 
community in good, holy and wonderful ways.   

We have come a long ways from the first mass celebrated just three years ago.  
We planned for 100 people to attend the first mass and we have over 400.  We 
have grown from a community of 12 gathered in Bill and Monde’s living room to a 
375 people.  163 in religious education, 25 baptisms, 2 wedding, 6 funerals.  We 
have 54 catechists sharing in the mission and ministry of teaching the faith.  Not 
to mention the building which will be a beacon of God’s presence to this 
community in Central Baldwin County. 

The Apostles having been sent, fully enjoyed the experience of acting in the name 
of Jesus and imitating his great works, of healing, mercy and forgiveness. 

Jesus shares his ministry completely with the apostles. He makes them partners in 
his redemptive work.  It is why the Church exists not only to be a partner with 
Jesus, but to be His Body…the mystical body that in every way is His voice, His 
hands, His feet, His heart. 

Of course the Church, His body sits here today, the Church is nothing other than 
you and me.  That is never so evident as we sit here in a warehouse!  A food 
bank…we are His Body, tasked, commission and sent to bring about the reign of 
God, to proclaim Good News and to call all to repentance.   

We are the disciples of Jesus today in the church, sharing in his ministry.  As the 
Church, known as Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, we commit ourselves to the work 
of Christ.  It is our task to make Christ known in a world who so desperately needs 
his message. 
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The statistics could not be clearer.  Did you know the fastest-growing “religious” 
group in the United States are the “nones”—that is, those who claim no religious 
affiliation?  In the latest Pew Research survey, fully 25 percent to the country—80 
million people—say they have not formal Church or religion.  When we focus on 
young people, the picture is even more bleak.  Almost 40 percent of those under 
thirty are “nones”.  Of the Catholics baptized in the last 30 years, half no longer 
participates in the life of the Church.  (Bishop Robert Barrons) 

I don’t tell you this to depress you or to discourage you.  On the contrary, I say 
this to you to let you know the parish, and the Body of Christ has a lot of work to 
do!  And so I say, that our daily task is to invite others to Christ.   

And while we are called and commissioned to be shepherds to the many who 
need to hear and come to the Lord.  The Lord does not forget the ones he has 
called.  “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.”  This is 
hopefully why we return to this place week after week.  To “rest a while” and to 
be feed by Jesus teaching and by the food which strengthens us…for it “refreshes 
our drooping spirits.” 

Next Sunday, in the third segment of the narrative, after teaching the people, 
Marks tells us that Jesus feeds the crowds with bread.  “for he looked at the 
people and had pity on them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd.”  And 
we see the shepherd’s deep love.  “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…You 
spread the table before me in the sight of my foes, my cup overflows…”    He 
feeds us, teaches us, heals us, saves us.  It is with love overflowing!  And with lots 
left over. 

After three years, I can report to Jesus, see what miracles we have worked in 
your name!  And we have only just begun! 

And while the work is immense and overwhelming and exciting, let us take this 
moment to be with the Lord, to give thanks and to rest a while in his presence, to 
replenish ourselves in his presence, and to receive the grace of the Eucharist, so 
that the body might be strong and connected to our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

This day and forever!  Amen! 

 


