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Do what He tells you! 

How many wine drinkers do we have out there?  Wine so many savour 

and enjoy the good taste of a good wine!  Cheese, Grapes, bread and 

wine.  I can’t tell you how many times in my priesthood somebody says 

“Father, do you think you can change the water into wine?”  My answer: 

“I wish!”  Martin Luther says – ‘Beer is made by man, and wine is made 

by God.’   

For millennia, wine has been a part of meals and celebrations.  Wine has 

always been an integral part of weddings!  In fact, the word in Aramaic, 

the language of Jesus, is the same word for “wedding” and the word for 

“drink”.  So says the scholars since I don’t read Aramaic!  So wine and 

weddings go hand in glove.   

The Gospel presents us with a wedding – a feast of love.  People come 

from near and far, family and friends dress up in their best clothes, they 

rejoice, sing, dance, joke, laugh and enjoy one another’s company.   

At the time of Jesus, wedding didn’t last for the afternoon, or the 

reception for one night.  Weddings lasted a week!  How would like to 

have to pay for that mom and dad?!   

In the Gospel everybody is eating and drinking and having a great time!  

We are certain that Jesus isn’t sitting in a corner with a frown.  He too is 

joining in and celebrating!   

And then the worst thing that could have happened, happened.  The wine 

ran out.  What a disaster.  What at terrible humiliation for the two 

families of the married couple.  Pope Francis said “While water is 

necessary to live but wine expresses the abundance of the banquet and 

the joy of the feast.”  Wine is necessary for the wedding feast.  Francis 



 

2 
 

said that “a wedding feast lacking wine embarrasses the newlyweds – 

imagine finishing the wedding feast drinking tea?”   

Mother Mary turns to Jesus.  In fact she says a prayer.  This is her 

prayer. “They have no wine.  Amen.”  She makes intercessory prayer to 

her Son.  She doesn’t tell him what to do, she simply tells him the 

problem she intercedes. 

Let’s pause here:  How about you?  Times when there is not enough to 

go around... or your water jars are empty?  Do you tell the Lord what to 

do?  Hold your hands up and say, Help Lord – I have nothing to say or 

offer.   

Jesus who is full of abundant mercy…Wants to help, he wants to feed, 

he will look upon us with pity or mercy.  Reminds us of 5 loaves and 2 

fish – He take the little I have, to nothing for such a large crowd and big 

problem– He takes, blesses, multiplies and shares. 

How much confidence do you and I have in Jesus and in his desire to 

care for us...?  When we are empty and run out... do we trust in the Lord 

like Mother Mary?  He invites us to trust in him.   

“They have run out of wine” – and then Mary speaks her last words here 

in the deposit of faith.  Her last words in the scripture.  If somebody has 

their last words, then it probably means something and we should take 

note.  Something more here that simple advice.  She says to the wine 

stewards - “Do whatever he tells you.”  Mother Mary knows her Son.  

She has great confidence in Jesus.  Do whatever he tells you.  She 

doesn’t know what he was going to do.  “I don’t know what he is going 

to do, but whatever he is going to do, it will be good.  So do it.”   
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In John’s Gospel this is the first miracle or sign.  He takes the six stone 

jars of water containing 150 gallons of water or nearly 800 bottles of 

wine.  Talk about abundance! 

Wine in the bible is a symbol of God’s love and joy, Jesus asked the 

wine steward to fill the jars to the brim or to the top.  To the brim!  Who 

fills to the top?  Imagine the server at a restaurant filled your glass to the 

brim?  You would hold your breath or shout stop, stop, stop!  

This abundant, over flowing new wine speaks of renewed love and 

intimacy with God.  God loves us so much, it is beyond our imagining 

and without limits.   

Wine in the bible is a symbol of love and of joy.  It speaks of God’s love 

for us; God’s desire and delight to be with us and one of us on this 

journey of life. 

In the 1st reading, God speaking through the prophet Isaiah, at a low 

point in their history, call his people “My Delight!’  Even though down 

trodden, empty and in exile – we are God’s ‘Delight!’ 

Miracles always seem to begin when we are empty.   

God takes the downtrodden, empty, and the exile. God takes ordinary 

people, in ordinary places, ordinary events and makes all things 

new…makes new wine!   

That is good news for you and me.  Think of the times you may have 

experience what seemed like death and turned into life!  Your empty 

life, filled back up. What was broken becomes healed and vibrant and 

life-giving. 
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All because of our trust in Jesus, all because we are His delight.   

Finally, at the end of this Gospel, the wine steward tastes the wine – 

“Most people serve the good wine first.... and save the inferior wine 

until the end.  But you have saved the best for last”. 

Jesus is not only the maker of wine.... Jesus is the best wine.  And will 

become our Eucharist in this our feast. For those who eat the bread and 

drink this wine, will never thirst again.   

Drink of Jesus who is sure to bring fill you with His love and fullness of 

Life!  Amen.   

 


