
Most of the world believes that death is not final, that some form of immortality 

exists. 

Most people believe that those who have died still exist in some state, in some 

place, in some heaven or hell--however that might be conceived.  

In some concepts, immortality is seen as a state wherein a person is still conscious 

and relational; while in other concepts, existence after death is understood as real 

but impersonal, reincarnation is one example:  When I die, I want to come back as 

a pastor’s dog for example       

As Christians, here is our belief: we believe that the dead are still alive, still 

themselves and, very importantly, still in a living, conscious, and loving 

relationship with us and with each other. That’s our common concept of heaven 

That’s exactly what Christian faith and Christian dogma teaches, not to mention 

what our deepest spiritual intuitive experience, invite us to.  

This is our belief in the Communion of Saints. And it is what we celebrated in 

both the feast of All Saint’s Day and all Soul’s Day, that we remain in communion 

with those who have gone before us. 

The Gospel’s are emphatic about the Resurrection, not only regarding Jesus, but 

all the souls of the faithful. 

The Gospels say that at the instant of Jesus’ death, the veil of the temple was torn 

in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. The 

tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised (Matthew 27, 50-52).The Gospels then go on to tell us that on the morning 

of the Resurrection several women came to Jesus’ grave to anoint his dead body 

with embalming spices, but rather than finding his dead body, they meet instead 

an empty grave and two angels who challenge them with words to this effect: 

why are you looking for a live person in a cemetery? He is not here. He’s alive and 

you can find him in Galilee (Luke 24, 5).  

What is contained in these images? 

As Christians, we believe that we are given eternal life through Jesus’ death. 

Jesus' death, “opened the tombs” and emptied graveyards. For this reason, 

Christians refer to their places for the dead as cemeteries or places of 



slumber….”Jesus said about Lazarus, “he is not dead, he is asleep”.  While in the 

ancient world grave yards were called a necropolis (Or city of the dead)   

Our loved ones “rest in the sleep of Christ”, until such time as Jesus will call them 

to himself and at that call they shall be raised up, body and soul.  “We believe in 

the Resurrection of the Body and life everlasting!” 

In the trap that the Sadducees laid for Jesus, he says heaven is different from 

earthly life in that, one is not given in Marriage (Why?) because we will be forever 

one with the God who made us…the oneness of marriage is superseded by the 

oneness with will enjoy in the heart of God. In that moment of transition between 

this life and the next life, we are transformed to be like angels, and live forever.  

“For God is not the God of the dead but of the living.”   

God gave us life, and that life is given out of love, never to be destroyed, never to 

be forgotten, never lost, but loved, saved and cherished.   

Elizabeth Johnson, a theologian and spiritual writer, says this: “Hoping against 

hope, we affirm that they [our loved ones who have died] have fallen not into 

nothingness but into the embrace of the living God. And that is where we can find 

them again (in the embrace of the living God); when we open our hearts to the 

silent calmness of God’s own life in which we dwell (we experience not only God, 

but the solemnity of the holy where all are one in him, and so we do) not selfishly 

call them back to where we are, but by descending into the depth of our own 

hearts where God also abides (we experience them alive and at peace in the very 

heart of God).” 

And so we pray for the dead, we pray with the dead and they pray for us. 

In our Funeral ritual we pray 

 
Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; 

Let them rest from their labors for their good deeds go with them. 

 

Eternal Rest Grant unto them O Lord. 

Response: “and let perpetual light shine on them” 

 

May those we love rest in peace. 

Response: Amen 

 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace, 

Response:  Amen 


