
Homily for the Second Sunday of Advent: 

The Desert is a Home! 

 

Do you have a second home?  A place that you long for or a place that is as 

comfortable to you as your own home? 

 

I would suggest that the desert is a spiritual home for me and hopefully for you.  

Each trip to the desert, becomes less a strange and alien place and more of a home 

where the hard work of repentance and conversion can take place. It is any wonder 

that John the Baptizer chose the desert to begin his ministry of preparing the way 

of the Lord? 

 

Why would I say this?   

 

It is significant that John retreated to the desert, because so much of Israel’s 

relationship with God was set in the desert. Called out of Egypt, Israel was led by 

God through a desert where their relationship was formed, broken and renewed 

again and again. There in the desert, Israel knew an intimacy with God they would 

remember and long for during later periods of her history. Although the desert 

could be fraught with untold dangers, for the Israelites it conjured up the joys of a 

honeymoon.  

 

Honeymoon you say…so often we tend to image the desert as one of the harshest 

places on earth.  But it is a place of quiet beauty, stripped of distractions.  The 

desert is the place where we are invited to live with our questions of life.   

 

In the desert we are invited to stand in truth before God.  In the emptiness of the 

desert, the enormity of God becomes almost overwhelmingly clear, we see 

ourselves small and dependent and cry out to God, I am here! I need you!  John the 

baptism became clear in his purpose in the desert as did Jesus.   

 

The annual desert experience we call Advent invites us to “make room” within 

ourselves for God to enter in our minds, our hearts and our soul.  A place where as 

Isaiah proclaims: 

 

 
 
 
 
 



The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:  
(on me, on us) 

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
a spirit of counsel and of strength, 

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, 
and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. 

 

I did some figuring this week—I am in my 129th invitation into the desert…to 

make ready the way of the Lord, to do this by what John the Baptist calls us too 

repentance…a Change of Heart, A turning Back to God, a Conversion. 

 

The measure of our repentance will be shown in good fruit. As John challenges the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees of the day, so he challenges us GOOD CHRISTIANS.  

Mere Piety will not be good enough…nor will being called a Christian assure 

anyone of a place in the Kingdom.  “It is not those who say Lord, Lord who will 

enter the Kingdom.”  Only a truthful heart, responsive to God’s grace in sincere 

repentance, will be blessed with God’s gift of Salvation. 

 

And so the Lord says to me for the 129h time!  Will you repent?  Will you come to 

me dependent?  Will you bear fruit that will last?  Will you give me glory?  Will 

you care for others in need—bearing good fruit? 

 

My repsonse:  Lord I will come to you…with your help make the crooked ways 

straight and the rough road smooth. 

 

And so I remember:  Each trip to the desert, becomes less a strange and alien place 

and more of a home where the hard work of repentance and conversion can take 

place. 

 

My heart does not rest until it rest in you!   

 

Our saints who are visiting this week tell us much of making a way for the Lord or 

stripping away distractions and bearing fruit that will last. 

 

Who is visiting with us this week?  St. Nicholas –The bishop of Myra in Turkey 

who cared deeply for the poor and especially children…He was said to leave gold 

coins to feed the children in homes that were wanting…And has become the model 

and some say the embodiment of Santa Claus. 

 



Mary:  Said yes, to the eternal plan for her and for her son Jesus, even though she 

had no idea what her yes would mean.  Her yes not only brought her a son who is 

Jesus, but her yes brought her to the foot of the cross and ultimately brought her to 

the glory that is promised all the faithful.  She is Queen of Heaven.  This week we 

celebrate the her Immaculate Conception, when God brought her into the world 

free of sin in order to make her the perfect vessel for our savior to come into the 

world. 

 

St. Juan Diego:  An native of Mexico and an Aztec Indian, was known for his 

humility, for his simplicity and for his desire to do God’s will.  He was a convert to 

the faith.  It is said that Mary visited him four times. Each visit was to reveal 

herself as the ever-virgin Mother of God and for Juan Diego to request a chapel be 

built in her honor.  The bishop requested a sign and on the fourth visit before the 

bishop Juan Diego cloak was filled with Rose in December.  The bishop built a 

chapel to the Virgin Mary…Know as Our Lady of Guadelupe. 

 

St. Ambrose was a man of education and theology a deep thinker and who wrote 

great theology and was known to be a great preacher.  He was a holy bishop of 

Milan. 

 

Each made a way for the Lord…A straight path for our God. 

 

My heart does not rest until it rest in you!  Make room for Jesus! 

 

Resources:  Patricia Sanchez—Celebrations Publication 

Laura Swan—The Forgotten Desert Mothers (Paulist Press, New 

York 2002) 

 


