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The Dangers of Blind Guides. 

Our Gospel for this weekend comes from the end of the Sermon on the Plain, 

which we have been reading from for the last three weekends.  Jesus as the 

definitive spiritual teacher has some strong things to say about false spiritual 

teachers. Every spiritual teacher and guru is eager to tell you what’s wrong with 

you. You can find armies of peoples who will say they have the correct way of 

living and good spiritual advice. 

Jesus tell his disciples as he wraps up his sermon…be ware, be exceptional careful 

in the one who will guide you the ways of the Spirit.  Can a blind person guide a 

blind person?  Will they not both fall into a pit? The image is pretty funny…a blind 

man leading a blind man.  And this is probably a well…not a ditch.  To fall into the 

pit is to fall to one’s death, not just the inconvenience of getting a little dirty. Jesus 

is talking about really important matters of the soul and of salvation!  

In this dangerous, comical and/or ridiculous scenario is question has to be asked… 

Is the person you have trusted your soul to blind or a visionary? Does he/she know 

where to take you or is your spiritual teacher as lost as you are?  Jesus is 

suggesting that they are a lot of people who give their lives over to bind guides. 

Lots of spiritual people seem to be attractive and may mean well. How do we 

know if they are seeing properly? Well Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but have the light of life!”  So in a 

way it is rather simple, we need to trust ourselves to someone who is totally who 

follows the Light of Christ, for the “Light will be as clear as day”. If you are 

looking for the real thing, for a proper guide for life, here is the criterion: look to 

someone in whom Christ is living.  That’s the spiritual guide you want.  Otherwise 

you will not get to where you want to be and it could be at the peril of falling into a 

deep and dark well! 

The next quality of a good spiritual teacher is to look to see:  If the person 

acknowledges the need of a Savior themselves!  The best one to lead you in 

the spiritual order is one whom Christ has saved.  Jesus makes a rather 

funny point image to make the point:  Why do you notice the splinter in 

your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own?  

So we are meant to image this very delicate operation of a man who trying 

to remove a speck of saw dust from one man’s eye while at the same time he 

has an entire roof beam protruding from his own eye…The absurdity is how 
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does the man even get even physically close enough to the other to 

complete the operation.  Here’s the point, every spiritual teach is eager to 

tell you wants wrong with you.  Oh here’s the speck in your eye, I know 

what’s wrong with you!  But unless they, themselves have surrendered to 

Christ and found salvation themselves, they are not in a position to help 

you! They are as absurd as the man who has a roof beam sticking from his 

eye trying to do a delicate operation.  The one who will give you proper 

direction is the one whose sins have been acknowledged and forgiven. 

Bishop Barrons gives a wonderful definition of an Evangelist.  It is “one 

starving man telling another starving man where to find bread.” The best 

spiritual teacher is someone who is as starving as you are and has found 

bread.  That the one who will lead you to find bread. 

If your sins have been acknowledged and forgiven, then you are in good 

position to give some else spiritual guidance.  But now until then 

The final image of Jesus presented in today’s Gospel.  “A good tree does not 

bear rotten fruit nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  Every tree is known 

by its own fruit.”   

Long ago the great philosopher Aristotle said, “don’t listen to what people 

say, watch what people do.”  I think my mom said that also!  People say lots 

of things, why?  Because talk is cheap.  But people will reveal what they are 

truly like and what they truly want by their actions.  For the Walk the Walk 

and just not Talk the Talk. 

Do people in fact live what they say and act out of what they believe?   

So if we are asking the question:  is a person a good spiritual guide for you?  

The answer:  Don’t listen so much to their words as much as you watch 

their revealing actions!  Do they bear the fruits of the Holy Spirit?  Love, 

Joy, peace, patient endurance, long suffering?  Every tree is known by its 

own fruits.  

 

One parishioner told me yesterday that they were going to sit at the back of 

the church this Sunday, when I asked them why, they said because they did 

want me looking at them when talking about the speck or the log in their 

eye.    My response was quick and immediate.  “Don’t worry, I can’t see the 

speck in your eye for the plank in my own. 



 

3 
 

So as a priest I feel a little uncomfortable with this topic of specks and 

planks and good vs rotten fruit.  After all I have spent the majority of my 

life offering spiritual advice to many.  So I ask myself, as I ask you, these 

questions in the light of the Gospel. Have I fully conformed myself to the 

Christ?  Is it in his life that I walk? Do I speak, of myself as being saved?  Do 

I go to confession often enough?  What do people see when they watch what 

I do?   

Don’t answer that!!!! 

We are all seeking good spiritual direction.  So who do I follow and will they 

get me to where I want to go?  The end of the Sermon on the Plain, gives us 

a good frame work to move forward in our spiritual life and hopefully will 

keep us from the pitfalls of the Blind Leading the Blind! 

Amen! 

From Bishop Barron’s pod cast 2022 

 

 


