
 

 

  But I tell you, if you do not repent you will perish!  Wow! 

There’s a question about God’s goodness as old as religion itself: How can an 

all-good God send someone to hell for all eternity? How can God be all-

merciful and all-loving if there is eternal punishment? 

 

It’s a false question. God doesn’t send anyone to hell and God doesn’t deal out 

eternal punishment. God offers us life and the choice is ours as to whether we 

accept that or not. 

 

And yet, God doesn’t seem to be acting very merciful in the Gospel today! 

 

On the contrary, the readings today speak entirely of the mercy of God. 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the unproductive fig tree. It is a 
thinly veiled story of his own frustration with Jerusalem for its lack of 
fruitfulness in response to God’s love, but then it reveals him as the patient 
gardener who intervenes with the Owner to save the tree. As the gardener, 
he desires that what he has been given, what he has nurtured and care for 
bear fruit.  As Shepherd, he leaves the 99 and goes and finds the one lost 
one.  He is infinitely merciful and patient with us. 
 
In the Old Testament Scriptures, God hears the cry of the Hebrews and calls 
Moses from the burning bush to go to Egypt to save them. The Exodus will 
define Israel as the Chosen People and define God as One Who Saves..  
 

God sends his life (or His Son) into the world and we can choose that life or 

reject it. We judge ourselves in making that choice. If we choose life, we are 

ultimately choosing heaven. If we reject life, we end up living outside of life 

and that ultimately is hell. But we make that choice, God doesn’t send 

us anywhere. Moreover, hell is not a punishment created by God to make us 

suffer. Hell is the absence God and the Life He offered to us. 

 

To say all of this is not to say that hell isn’t real or that it isn’t a real possibility 

for every person. Hell is real, but it isn’t a punishment created by God to deal 

out justice or vengeance or to prove to the hard-hearted and unrepentant that 

they made a mistake.  



 

 

Hell is the absence of life, of love, of forgiveness, of community, of the gifts 

that God offers Outside of love and community we enter into Hell, but that’s a 

choice we make when we reject these as they are offered to us during our 

lifetime.  

 

Hell, is never a surprise waiting for a happy person, it’s the result of a life that 

rejects love, forgiveness, and community. 

 

God is love, scripture tells us, And todays scripture warn us and at the same 

time call us.  The warning is to repent or die, the call is to allow the Gardner, 

who is Jesus, to cultivate and fertilize us with an abundance of life, love, 

forgiveness and community. 

 
Are there absolutes?  Is there good and is there evil? Yes, 
Is there a heaven and a hell?  Absolutely! 
 
And is God always Merciful? You bet your Life! 
 
Pope Francis said, God never tires of offering us mercy, but we often tire of 
asking and seeking it out.   
 
My we repent and seek his mercy.  And may the Lord, be patient with 
us…offering mercy always until we can come to our senses!  ( Hint to next 
week’s Gospel and them)  Amen! 



 

 

 


