
Closer Away 

Again we find ourselves at the Last Supper…Or what is known as the “Farewell 

Discourse.”  Jesus is trying to comfort the disciples because he is leaving them to 

return to His Father’s arms. 

At one point in today’s lesson He tells the disciples something that is puzzling. “Do 

not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. I am going away and I will come back to 

you.” 

Going away but coming back? This is a strange formula, by which Jesus’ absence 

will make him much, much closer to us than he was before. That’s what I would 

like to explore with you today.   

How can this be? 

It is hard to express in so few words, but let's give it a try.  What the disciples had 

been taught by their faith and understanding of Hebrew Scriptures was very 

different from the real experience of walking a talking with Jesus, the Christ, the 

Son of the Living God. 

(1)  Before Jesus entered the World in the flesh.  God the Father had been with 

the people for all eons. The First Testament tells about this over and over. Why is 

this not enough? 

Well, God the Father remained unknowable in very important ways. He was 

transcendent, unreachable.  Unable to be looked up, lest you die.  To be in the 

presence of Yahweh, was to cover your face, he was hidden in a cloud by day and 

a fire at night.  While the people were his own, and chosen and protected, one 

could not even mention his name! So High was our God! 

(2) In the fullness of time, God decides to reveal himself to us in a way he had 

always done…through His word, but now the Word would take flesh.  The person 

of God became flesh, Jesus would tell us of the Father, hiding nothing.  “All that I 

have received from my father is yours”.  There are no more secrets.  Now God can 

be known insofar as we know Jesus. And for us this is a necessary step to know 

the Father.  “For no one can know the Father, expect to those the Son chooses to 

reveal Him.”   



(3) After a short time of the earth Jesus dies, resurrects, and finally ascends to the 

Father from whom he came. Are we abandoned? No!  Jesus tells us that he will 

not leave us orphaned.  That we will send a helper, a Paraclete to guide us and 

reveal His eternal presence to us.  Just like the Father, Jesus reveals himself in 

another way, giving us the gift of His own Spirit.  His Spirit will dwell within us. 

And strengthen us in every way, mind, body and spirit.   

The Spirit is the indwelling of God. Giving us Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, 

Counsel, Fortitude, Piety (love of God) and Reverence (Fear of the Lord). 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the gift of God’s eternal presence, deepens the 

relationship and experience of God.  We are to be closer to Jesus and to the 

Father than the apostles were!   

If you and I say yes to the Holy Spirit, come to know the Spirit of God given to us 

as Jesus’ sustaining gift.  We will know Jesus in a profound way.  In knowing him 

we will know the Father. We will experience the depth of his love, in this Mass, in 

the gift of His word, in the people around us and in creation itself…for all are the 

revelation of God. We will be graced with the closest presence of the God of love 

that is possible. 

The story of God’s revelation of himself to us is a story of the Love of God for his 

creation, and those who are created   in his image and likeness, in his chosen 

ones.  It is the story of God’s deep desire to have us commune with him, in the 

deepest relationship and intimacy.  It is the story of God drawing us close to 

him…so close that He took flesh, and sent His Spirit to dwell with us and in us.   

He is Closer in His return to the Father.   

Do you feel Him?   

Amen! 

 


