I know many of you, including me, have watched the series, “The Chosen”? While the story takes license regarding the scriptures, I am fascinated with how the Apostles are portrayed. For example, Peter is about as masculine, macho and straight shooting as a man can be.  Matthew is portrayed on the spectrum for autism, brilliant but socially awkward.  John is always writing things down, presumably as a precursor for the Gospel he will pen.  And Mary, is not a beautiful young girl, but a Jewish mother, somewhat overprotective, a bit plain in appearance (in my opinion). 
This week, I ran across, a description of the apostles’ psychological and aptitude testing before entering ministry with Jesus.  It goes like this:
Thank you for submitting the résumés of the twelve men you have picked for positions in your new organization. All of them have taken our battery of tests. We have run the results and have arranged personality interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant, it is the opinion of our staff that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and vocational aptitude for the enterprise. They have no team concept. Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has no qualities for leadership. The two brothers James and John place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas shows a skeptical attitude that would tend to undermine morale. Matthew has been blacklisted by the Jerusalem Better Business Bureau. James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus, definitely have radical leanings, and registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. One of the candidates, however, shows real potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible.  We highly recommend Judas.  
These imaginative portrayals of the Twelve Apostles give hope to us because if these very human and flawed men could go on to accomplish great things for the Lord then there is a chance for me and you.
We are each called by the Lord to be his witnesses. If called by Jesus, then no one can say they are not suitable. As Jesus called and used the apostles with their obvious weaknesses, he can also use us. 
St. Paul, who had been a persecutor of Christians and watched Stephen being stoned to death, wrote in our second reading,
“I am the least of the apostles...I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is what I am, and the grace he has given me will not be fruitless.” (1 Cor 15:9-10)
Jesus was single mindedness in his desire to do the Father’s will, that what all these reading are about today!  Being single minded and focused on what we are called by Jesus to do…To attend to will of the Father and build the kingdom of God.  It is what Elisha was called to do as he boiled 18,000 lbs. of oxen. (ridiculous) It what he means when he says the “Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head”, “Let the dead bury the dead”, and “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God.”  All ridiculous unless we use Jesus as our guide and follow him and go where he will lead.  He was single minded and resolved to meet his destiny in Jerusalem.  
Jesus wants followers not admires!
Jesus called his apostles, and they weren’t who we might consider to be likely candidates. Their weaknesses are so obvious as we read Scripture. But Jesus knew their hearts and their potential and knew what they could become. The same could be said of us, Jesus knows our hearts.  
Today Jesus calls us. Like Peter we lack faith. Like Andrew we have much to learn. Like James and John, we are selfish sometimes. Like Matthew we have a past. Like Thomas we doubt sometimes. If Jesus could use them, he can certainly use us. With the intercession of Jesus for us at the right hand of the Father and by our spending time in prayer with the Lord we too can grow from strength to strength and accomplish great things for God and his kingdom.
As we celebrate our 4th Anniversary as a parish, I am reminded of why we do all this, build a parish…It is to bring the presence of Jesus into his world.  And to call others to follow him, to live for him and to be resolved to walk with him even to bearing the cross like him.  We exist for a single purpose…That purpose, that person is Jesus.  Are you ready to walk with Him?
Jesus wants followers, not admires…
Happy Birthday, let keep moving!
