
My Grandmother would say, “Be a lamb” and get Granny…whatever she needed.  

Jesus says this to us. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among 

wolves” (Lk 10:3). 

Go…be a lamb for God!  Or a lamb of God!  Now what does a lamb of God do? 

The Lamb of God takes upon himself the sins of the world.  He takes away the sins 

of the world.   

So go and be a lamb, “take away the sins of the world” as Jesus did. How? 

Jesus “took away the sins of the world” by holding, carrying, purifying, and 

transforming the bitterness, anger, jealousy, hatred, slander, and every other kind 

of thing that’s cancerous within human community, and not giving it back in kind. 

In essence, Jesus did this by purifying sinful acts to doing only good.  He took in 

hatred, held it, transformed it, and gave back love; he took in bitterness, held it, 

transformed it, and gave back graciousness; he took in curses, held them, 

transformed them, and gave back blessing; and he took in murder, held it, 

transformed it, and gave back forgiveness and life. Jesus resisted the instinct to 

give back in kind, hatred for hatred, curses for curses, jealousy for jealousy, 

murder for murder. He held and transformed these things.  Jesus is the Lamb of 

God, who took upon himself the sins of the world. 

And, in this, Jesus want followers, not admiration. Jesus invites Christian 

discipleship to be a lamb,” a purifier, that helps take out of our families, 

communities, friendship circles, churches, and work-places bitterness, anger 

jealousy hatred, injustice by holding and transforming in imitation of Jesus who 

never gave back in kind what he received.   

But that’s not easy. Jesus did this, but the gospels say that he had to “sweat 

blood” to achieve it. It is why we have the presence of Christ always with us, and 

his Church, companionship to achieve that which is Godly… That which is 

goodness and life! 

We are to offer what we have been given.  Peace!  That’s why the instruction “to 

whatever house you enter offer Peace.”  It is the gift of God’s presence, in the 

storms of life…Jesus says “Peace”…In fear he says “Peace”. In doubt and grief, He 

says “Peace”.  His first gift of Easter is Peace…and the disciples is sent out to offer 
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what we have been given first.  Peace? Yes…But also, compassion and forgiveness 

and mercy. 

Scripture offers some wonderful images of how the world is transformed by our 

purifying actions and becoming a lamb of God. One example, is that as Stephen, 

our first martyr, was being stoned to death out of hatred and jealousy, he kept his 

“eyes raised to heaven.” That’s not so much a physical description of things, but a 

commentary on how Steven kept himself from drowning in the hatred all around 

him.  He stayed connected to a person, a hand, a friendship, and a divine power. 

And Stephen, like Jesus, offers forgiveness to those who kill. 

We see the same thing, in the story of the three young men who are thrown into 

the blazing furnace in the Book of Daniel. We’re told that they walked around, 

right in the midst of the flames, untouched by the fire because they were singing 

sacred songs. Like Stephen, they sustained their love and faith amidst bitter 

jealousy and hatred by staying connected to something outside of the fiery forces 

that were consuming everyone else. 

We need to contemplate that lesson. Like Jesus, and like everyone else who’s 

ever walked this planet, we all find ourselves forever inside families, communities, 

churches, friendships, and work-circles that are filled with sin of every kind. Our 

natural temptation, always, is to simply give back in kind, jealousy, gossip, and 

anger. But what our world really needs is for some women and men, and yes 

children, to step forward and help purify and transform this sin, to help take it 

away, to bear it upon ourselves.  Like Jesus to be lead like a lamb to the slaughter 

and utter not a word (so says the suffering servant song in Isaiah). 

But that’s not easy. Like Jesus, it will involve “sweating blood.” Jesus knew that it 

would be a difficult task to step into the fire.  And so Jesus sends us out two by 

two, not alone, and warns us to stay connected to some hand, some friend, some 

creed, and to our Lord and Savior who will help sustain us in love and faith, right 

inside the madness and fire. 

You see companionship with other disciples is the only way will make it and the 

only way we will succeed.  The mission of the church to build a Kingdom for God, 

it is not an individual sport.   

Go…be sent…two by two…like lambs among wolves.   Go be a lamb!!! 


