
Knowing VS Doing 
 
It is one thing to know something; it is entirely another thing to act on that 

knowledge or do something with the knowledge. Indeed, it is a great feat of 
will to go from knowing to doing. Why? 

 
Well knowing is safe and requires little or no risk. Knowing is the stuff of 

committees who can talk endlessly about an issue but never decide to do a 
single thing.  I have been on a lot of those committees. Knowing is 
comfortable. Knowing can be full of hope, promises and good intentions — but 
knowing will take us nowhere unless we are willing to take the first step. 
doing. 

 
Doing, on the other hand, reveals who we are and what we stand for. Doing 

requires courage, strength and intestinal fortitude, because doing can get us 
into trouble, we might even make a mistake or be wrong. Doing must be 
fueled by a certain faith.  

 
Today’s scripture show that God is aware of the human struggle to 

transform knowing into doing. In the passage from Deuteronomy, Moses I 
speaking for God, begging the Israelites to take to heart the precepts and 
commands of the Lord. These you already know, indeed, God’s command is 
very near. It is already in your mouth and in your hearts. You have only to 
carry it out. 

 
Today’s Gospel features the beautiful parable of the Good Samaritan who, 

along with two others, chanced upon a man lying on the roadside stripped, 
beaten, robbed and half-dead. A priest and a Levite saw the man, and, of 
course, they knew what had to be done. But knowing did not move them to 
do it. Both passed by on the opposite side of the road.  Then came the 
Samaritan upon the scene, he saw and knew what needed to be done, and then 
allowed compassion to move him to do what he could. He did not hold back. 

 
So today’s gospel begs the question: What is it that holds us back when we 

come face to face with human need? A priest was preparing a sermon on The 
Good Samaritan  and gives us a good example as to how the mind works when 
provided a chance to have a compassionate heart. As the priest was in the car 
running errands, suddenly, he came upon a car with its hood up along the 
road. As he approached, a tall man stepped into the road, holding up a pair of 



jumper cables and looking straight into his eyes. Several hundred pieces of 
information went through the mind in about three seconds: the man needs 
help … you are alone in the car … the man needs help … never open your door 
to a stranger … go to the nearest service station and send a mechanic … the 
man needs help … what if he cannot afford a mechanic … the man needs help 
… I’m sorry, I cannot help … maybe the next person will. At that, he drove off 
to complete research for her Sunday Sermon. 

 
The priest tells the frustration many of us feel because of the gap between 

knowing what should be done and doing it, and suggests that after all the 
arguments are made and all the issues are debated, it comes down to one 
thing — just do it! Love God, Love neighbor, be a neighbor. If we want the 
world to be different, to be better, “do some love,”. “Do a little, do a lot, but do 
some.” 

 
Pope Francis says, “The church should be like a field hospital after a battle; 

it should be like a nurse who heals wounds, one at a time. “Samaritan” in its 
spirituality, the church’s is a ministry of mercy that washes, cleans, relieves, 
and heals both body and spirit.” 

 
As one who embodied a Samaritan spirituality, Mother Teresa founded a 

religious community to “do love” among the needy and sick of India. Now, her 
sisters number 4,500 and are “doing love” in 133 countries. In order to ensure 
that the community remains true to its spirituality and purpose, the sisters, in 
addition to the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, take a fourth vow of 
“wholehearted free service to the poorest of the poor.” This vow both reflects 
and affirms the church’s preferential option for the poor, at the heart of the 
Church’s mission. 

 
We can admire,  the courage and charity of the Good Samaritan, who really 

is a not so disguised Good Shepherd, who anoints our wounds with oil. And 
brings us to peaceful waters and verdant pastures.  Or we can do or follow this 
call and example.   

 
Remember Christ wants followers not admires. 
 
This we know. What shall we do about it? 


