
Persistence pays off 
 

The story of Abraham’s negotiations with God over the fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is an important reminder to us of just how freely we are invited 
to address God in our prayer. From Abraham to Jacob to Moses to Jesus, 
we see our heroes of the faith have robust and intimate encounters with 
our God who do not hesitate to bargain, wrestle, argue and intercede with 
loud cries and tears for what they want and need for themselves and those 
they love. 

 
With all the skills of a marketplace trader, Abraham bids down God’s 

destructive intent regarding the two sinful towns to a fraction of the 
original threat. Using clever unadulterated flattery, Abraham calms God’s 
fury. After this encounter, it is clear that God has larger plans for Abraham 
in salvation history. This remarkable story sets the tone for other 
encounters between God and his people. 

 
Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, steals his older brother’s blessing, then 

wrestles God to a draw over the future of the sons of “Israel,” the new 
name given him during the encounter, the word meaning “he wrestled with 
God.” Jacob limps into salvation history by his own cunning, and God 
blesses him for it. 

 
Moses often finds himself in the breach protecting the Israelite people 

who insist on worshipping idols in the desert from God’s wrath. He is 
allowed to meet God face to face and comes down from the mountain top 
with a glow so bright he has to wear a veil over his face. He is the model 
that Jesus will fulfill at his own baptism and transfiguration, the beloved 
Son in whom God is well pleased. 

 
Jesus’ disciples see this special intimacy he enjoys in prayer, and they ask 

him to teach them how to pray. He does more than that; he invites them 
into his own relationship with his Abba, instructing them to call God their 
Abba, their father, their daddy. Within that intimate naming of God, 
anything they ask will be given to them, as long as they treat others as 
God is treating them, which includes forgiveness. “forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 



Jesus adds to his instruction on prayer a short parable about persistence. 
Sometimes called “A Knock at Midnight,” the story of the man who comes 
to a neighbor seeking bread to feed some unexpected visitors, “give us this 
day our daily bread”,  illustrates the need to refuse to take no for an answer 
when we go before God. When we persist in prayer, our prayer deepens 
and our relationship with God deepens. 

 
The parable was famously used by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in an early 

sermon to challenge the churches for sleeping behind locked doors when 
the world came begging for the bread of justice. King learned well the 
lesson of persistent prayer during the long struggle for civil rights for black 
Americans. Any prayer inspired by love and justice will be answered. As was 
Abrahams for Sodom and Gomorrah and as was Jesus,’ “Father forgive 
them”.   

 
Jesus ends the parable by saying that persistence will win out in the end, 

but it is only through a good standing relationship, that we would even dare 
knock on a neighbor’s door at midnight.  Both Abraham and Jesus had a 
good relationship in prayer before asking for the big one! 

 
And still another lesson in persistence is added when Jesus gives us a 

“blank-check promise:  ask and you will receive, see and you shall find, 
knock and the door will be opened to you.  Jesus promises that we can ask 
for absolutely anything.  But there is a catch!  God will give us the Holy 
Spirit, to know when and how our prayers will be answered.  The funny 
thing about persistent prayer, not only are we changed in the deep and 
abiding exchange, but many time our prayers are changed.  In the case of 
my father’s illness, I prayed for healing with all my might.  I even anointed 
my father often with the sacrament of the sick.  But ultimately I prayed for 
the healing my dad needed…and it was answered.  My father died a 
faithful, thankful and spiritually healed man.  God answered my prayer. 

 
We should be confident then in prayer, knowing that friendship with God 

brings God to our aid and side.  This day and forever. 
 


