
The Men of St. Joseph’s Meeting every Tuesday evening at 6:30 to pray and to 

share their thoughts on the Sunday readings.  I attend myself every so often, just 

to be with the men.  I go occasionally to support what the men in the parish are 

doing, and with the hopes of getting a few ideas for the homily that will need to 

be prepared.  I was not disappointed this week.   

One of the first observation of the men on the gospel this week, was that the 

Jesus called Peter and Andrew, James and John.  Fishermen, ordinary men, men 

with not much education, let alone theological education.  And yet Jesus said to 

them “come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

And from that the first sharing came the reflection that the Apostles were chosen 

in pairs.  The Mission was to go out as brothers, to follow the Lord.  It reminded 

him of being in military service, and that brothers go on a mission, “shoulder to 

shoulder”.  He went on to say we were not meant to be alone with the task of 

doing the work of the Lord.  And that together we would be stronger, together we 

would keep the mission single minded and single purposed, and together we 

would win the race. 

Another gentleman, spoke about his reading and study around the land of 

Zebulun and Naphtali. At the time of Isaiah, the prophet, Israel was split into a 

northern kingdom called Israel, with the city of Samaria as its capital, and a 

southern kingdom known as Judah with Jerusalem as its capital.  Assyrian, 

Babylonian, and Roman invaders always came from “the north” – meaning they 

followed the trade routes and river routes. Two of Jacob’s sons, Zebulun, and 

Naphtali, were given their ancestral territory west and north of the Sea of Galilee. 

Therefore, they would be the first to feel the brunt of an attack from an invading 

force. In fact, when Assyria destroyed the kingdom of Northern Israel around 720 

BC, Zebulun and Naphtali were the first tribal lands to fall into the hands of the 

enemy. Later the Roman army would occupy the territory. Note that this area 

would include the towns of Nazareth and Capernaum, the place where Jesus was 

from. The people in the region around Galilee were overcome by gloom when 

their enemy, Assyria, conquered them and began among them the process of 

enculturation and paganization (thus the phrase found in the gospel, “could 

anything good come from Nazareth”). The Assyrians forced intermarriage in the 

northern tribes of Zebulon and Naphtali. The descendants of these intermarriages 



became the despised Samaritans of Jesus’ day.  But Isaiah declares that God’s 

power is greater than the powers of darkness and assures them that “a great 

light” will lead them into “abundant joy.”  Jesus is “the great light” who leads us 

all out of the land of gloom.   Not only did this gentlemen do some real study 

before getting to the meeting, but then he shared, that Jesus being the great 

light, choses to begin his ministry in the darkest places.  He came to light the 

darkest places on the planet and at the same times, comes to conquer the darkest 

places in us.  He came to shine the light and conquer the darkness of sin found in 

each of us.  He came that we might know the glory of God’s light.  And God will 

always be victorious over darkness, sin, and death. Thus the call of the gospel to 

“repent for the kingdom is close at hand.” 

Another of the men, saw in the Gospel that “Peter and his brother Andrew were 

“casting their nets” when Jesus, said, “come follow me”. And James and John 

were “mending their nets.”  His sharing was that it is a lot more fun fishing and 

casting nets, than it is mending nets, but with that being said, both are ministries 

of the church and are a part of her mission.  Some are called to mend, and some 

are called to fish.  To heal and to evangelize!  Personally, I had not ever taken 

notice of the two and thought to myself, that is worth pondering. 

All during this hour, I kept my mouth shut, which I know is hard for you to believe.  

At the end, the leader said, father what do you think? 

My response:  First of all, I going to steal everything you have said. But this is what 

I think and what I know.  Jesus did not called the learned and the wise, he called 

by childlike.  We began this evening by saying, Jesus called ordinary fishermen, to 

do the work of the kingdom-to join Jesus in a mission to call all to repentance.  He 

called the ordinary and mostly uneducated to see the light and follow the light, so 

that darkness might be banished.  

 

 

 

 



In other words Jesus.   

 

Jesus did not call an IQ, he calls an I do!  

What I said to the men in that room on Tuesday night, I say to you, I see ordinary 

men and women, with not a lot of theological education or religious training, 

share some pretty profound thoughts, which tells me of the depth of the spirit in 

each of you.  And that you and I are made of the same stuff of Apostles.  We 

know his call, and we strive to keep him ever in our sights.   

Together, shoulder to shoulder, we will do all that the Lord has asked us to do.  

And that no one can say, we aren’t made of the right stuff or of the stuff of 

Apostles.  

Next Sunday, we start the sermon on the mount in Matthew’s Gospel, where 

Jesus will give our marching orders, and help us see who we are together on this 

mission, we are blessed and we will suffer persecution because of the name.  He 

will also tell us two Sundays from now that “We are the light of the world and Salt 

of the Earth.”   

We have all the right stuff we are the right stuff, because of him who has loved 

us. 

 

Amen! 

 


