
La Bafana 

In much of the world, the Feast of Epiphany is the day for giving and receiving 

gifts.  Why?  Because, it is the day that the Wise men, sought for a King by the 

guidance of a star.  It is the day that having seen a great light, they came to the 

place where Jesus lay, did him homage and offered the best of themselves, the 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.   

In much of the world, this is the day that having recognized Jesus as King and 

Lord, the world rejoices and offers the best that they have not only to Jesus but 

also to one another.   

Having celebrated Christmas two weeks ago and having packed our gifts and trees 

away, except here in the Church, we take this day as a reminder that our gifts 

cannot be packed away they are to be enjoyed and given again and again. 

Has anyone heard of La Bafana? 

Bafana is the person who brings gifts to good children and lumps of coal to bad 

children in Italy.  Bafana is a good witch who flies around on here brooms stick, 

seeking Jesus. 

This is her story.  The three wise men were on their journey to Bethlehem.  One 

day they stopped at the house of Bafana asking for food and lodging for the night.  

She offered them her hospitality.  So kind was she that the wise men invited her to 

come with them that she too may give homage to the newborn King.  She refused, 

sighting the house and chores had to be done.  Shortly after the Magi left her, she 

regretted no having gone with them.  With her broom in hand and a pack of toys 

and gifts on her back, she chased after to join the wise men.  Not able to catch or 

find them again, La Bafana flies around, each year on the Feast of the Epiphany on 

her broom, through windows and down chimney, leaving gifts for the child. 

La Bafana, even though a good witch continues to this day seeking that which is 

offered to us, Jesus and his gift of kingship, light, holiness and salvation.   

Bafana, found herself making excuses about why she could not go on the journey 

to give homage and bring gifts.  You and I are reminded not to make excuses or 

squander the invitation to be with Jesus and to glory in His Light.  



The Magi symbolize the noblest of each of us.  They are the wise one, stargazers -

who seek to read the signs in the heavens, and they are people of philosophy-

great thinkers, people of science- who seek the truth, and people of treasure-who 

are willing to give. 

All this in contrast to Herod, who was afraid and could not embrace the gift of the 

child who is the newborn King.  Herod in his fear and jealousy remained in 

darkness.   

Bafana in her making excuses remains forever seeking. 

Deacon Steve invited us last week to make spiritual resolutions for the New Year.   

• Seeking first the kingdom—beginning by making Sundays central to our 

lives in worship and giving our lives 1st to him in the first hour of the first 

day of the week. 

• Understanding the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, thereby coming 

to understand the real meaning of Christmas that Jesus came in the flesh to 

heal us, to feed us and to offer himself in order to save us from our sins. 

• In addition, to be of service to one another by unselfish acts of service and 

love. 

The feast of Epiphany reminds us to seek him, on finding him to prostrate 

ourselves in acts of worship, and having worshipped him as God and King to offer 

the best of ourselves as a reflection of the gifts we have so generously been given. 

Jesus is light of the world and the Glory of God, Jesus tells us that we are Light for 

the world. The scriptures do not say was are like light, it says we are light. As the 

light that we received at our baptism, we are to reflect the light to Christ to all the 

world. 

So do not pack your gifts away!  Give Him homage--The Kings did not play with 

the baby Jesus, the fell on their knees, worshipped him, and offer him your best! 

Today and forever.  Amen!  

 

 


