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Prayer to Know One's Vocation
Lord, my God and my loving Father, you have made me to know
you, to love you, to serve you, and thereby to fi nd and to fulfi ll 
my deepest longings. I know that you are in all things, and that 
every path can lead me to you. But of them all, there is one 
especially by which you want me to come to you. Since I will do 
what you want of me, I pray you, send your Holy Spirit to me: into 
my mind, to show me what you want of me; into my heart, to give
me the determination to do it, and to do it with all my love, with
all my mind, and with all of my strength right to the end. 

Jesus, I trust in you. 

Amen.
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I am delighted to welcome you to the St. Anthony de Padua community! 

St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Parish has been a beacon of God's light, love and joy on the east side of 
South Bend since 1949. Together, we strive to make St. Anthony a place where you encounter the Lord in 
the sacraments and in the people you meet. St. Anthony is a place where parishioners feel cared for and 
connected to each other, parents know that their children are loved while they are learning, and where 
guests feel warmly welcomed.

At St. Anthony, you will be fully alive in Christ. For Jesus said, "I have come that you may have life and 
have it to the full.” (John 10:10). Th e deepest longing of the human heart, it seems, is the desire to be known 
and loved and then the opportunity to know and love others in return. Every day here at St. Anthony, I 
witness this being played out by the members of our parish, staff , faculty and students. It is a wonderful 
place to be!

Situated on beautiful grounds at the intersection of Ironwood Drive and Jeff erson Boulevard, we serve 
nearly 600 families in our parish and 225 children in our parochial school. As you settle into parish life, you 
will notice meaningful ways to grow in your faith and in your relationship with others through our various 
ministries. Our ministries, including St. Anthony School, liturgical ministries, service and prayer minis-
tries, and our vibrant groups for young adults, seniors, women, and men, are the heartbeat of our parish 
community. I encourage you to get involved, as it is in our ministries where faith-sharing and fellowship 
happen at their best. 

Th is guide is fi lled with ways for you to take an active part in responding to God’s call to you. Th ere are 
opportunities for you to use your gift s for the sake of the building up of the body of Christ. Please take 
some time to look through this guide and discern what ways you would like to get more involved and then 
return the form to the parish offi  ce or place it in the collection basket at weekend Mass.

Pope Francis makes an important statement to pastors that, “You can’t serve them well if you don’t know 
them.” I want to know you, so kindly feel free to stop by my offi  ce or fi nd me aft er Mass to tell me a little 
more about yourself! I am here to serve you and to pray for you. I humbly ask for your prayers for myself as 
well. Please know that the parish staff  and I are available to meet with you anytime. 

Th ank you for listening and responding to God’s call and for joining St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Par-
ish. We have much work to do together, and it is a joy to have you with us. Every blessing!

In Christ,

Fr.Arthur Joseph Ssembajja
Pastor
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HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES

Donut Sunday Coordinator or Volunteer 
To nurture a spirit of hospitality and fellowship, donuts and beverages are served following morning Masses on the 
fi rst Sunday of each month, except for Sundays during Lent when we fast as a parish. Sign up to lead or help with 
this ministry. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Greeters
Greeters arrive 15 minutes before Mass, they greet people as they arrive with a warm smile and hello, and hand out 
worship aids or programs on the occasions of special liturgies. Our greeters are so important! Individuals, families, 
and church and school groups are encouraged to help! 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org 

Ushers
Ushers assist with the collection, serve as pew ushers during the Communion Procession at Mass, provide assistance 
to anyone who needs it during Mass, and hand out bulletins aft er Masses. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

FELLOWSHIP & PRAYER GROUPS

Be the Light Women's Group  
New to our parish in 2020, Be the Light is dedicated to nurturing strong Christian women in their faith and every-
day lives. We meet monthly for activities, for prayer, and to build a community of support with each other. We also 
dedicate time to service in the parish and larger community.  

Kathryn O'Callaghan: women@stasb.org

Ministries of 

Welcoming
God calls us to be welcoming. These opportunities not only foster communal 
gathering and enrich our experience of fellowship and fun together, but also 
ensure that all who come to our parish feel welcomed.



5.

St. Anthony Men's Group  
Th e St. Anthony men's group is for guys of all ages to get together, enjoy good food and drinks, talk, watch games, 
pray, and get to know each other. Men meet once a month, and notice of our meetings is posted in the church bulletin 
and Sunday Email.

Adam Smith: men@stasb.org

Senior Fellowship Group  
Th e Seniors’ Fellowship group meets monthly at noon in the church Meeting Room. We share a light lunch, good 
conversation and play cards or games for those interested. A few times a year we also have a speaker on a topic 
relevant to our shared faith or on a general topic aff ecting senior citizens. Notice of our meetings is posted in the 
church bulletin and in the Sunday Email. All senior parishioners are welcome to join us at these monthly gatherings 
to enjoy the company of other seniors in an informal and relaxed setting.

Ann Schmiedeler: anns205@comcast.net

HASA: HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

HASA Volunteers
Th e St. Anthony Home and School Association (HASA) is our school's "PTA." From fundraisers and teacher 
appreciation, to school celebrations and community events, our HASA volunteers work to create a vibrant, warm, 
and welcoming community at St. Anthony de Padua Catholic School.

Stephanie Shumaker, HASA President: hasa@stasb.org

SEASONAL & PERIODIC OPPORTUNITIES

Annual Bishop's Appeal Team 
Th e Annual Bishop’s Appeal is held in the fall of each year to help raise funds for diocesan needs such as education, 
charities, evangelization, and pastoral assistance. Every dollar that goes over our given goal comes back to St. Anthony 
to address necessary improvements. We rely on volunteers to help promote and process the pledges. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Gardens, Greens, and Grounds 
We have a gorgeous campus with so much greenspace! We need volunteers to take charge of our beautiful greenery 
and gardens, by tending, weeding, and planting each year. Sign up to lead or be a worker bee. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Linens, Greenery, and Decor   
Ministers of Liturgical Environment lovingly tend to the worship space and altar at St. Anthony church, readying 
them for regular liturgical and seasonal celebrations. Roles in this ministry include Altar Linens (washing & repairing), 
Flowers and Plants (watering & refreshing), and Seasonal Decorating. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org
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Ministries of 

Formation
The Holy Spirit is constantly at work breathing life into us and transforming us into 
living members of Christ. These ministries are our participation in the work of the 
Spirit, who instructs us and draws us together in unity.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Choirs

Adult Choir 
Th e St. Anthony de Padua Adult Choir is open to anyone in high school and older. Repertoire includes a wide 
range of styles and periods from chant to traditional and contemporary hymns. Th is choir sings once a month at 
the 4:15 PM liturgy on Saturdays. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Youth Choirs
Th e Youth Choirs are open to children in 3rd - 8th grade. Th e Middle School Choir sings at the 8:15 AM school 
Mass on Wednesday morning, and the Elementary School Choir sings at the 8:15 AM school Mass on Friday 
morning. Both choirs will combine to form one larger choir and sing at one 10:30 AM Mass per month. Students 
will rehearse upon arrival at school on Wednesday & Friday mornings and before Mass on Sundays when they sing. 
Parental assistance is needed at some Masses. Participation in the choir trains children musically and liturgically 
as well as nurtures them spiritually. We also have a lot of fun!  

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Women's Choir
If you are a woman of high school age or older looking to join a choir, consider joining the Women’s Choir. Th is 
group is for women of all ages and of all musical abilities and will focus on praying through music. Th is group will 
meet once a week to rehearse and will sing at one 10:30 AM Sunday Mass a month. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Schola
Our music ministry off ers two scholas open to anyone in high school and older. One schola sings monthly at the 
8:15 AM Sunday Mass, while the other sings monthly at the 10:30 AM Mass. Repertoire includes hymns, chants 
and even some polyphony. Th is group sings seasonally and once a month at weekend Masses. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy : 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org



7.

Cantor  

This ministry is open to anyone in high school and older who wants to serve as a leader in congregational song. The 
cantor is vital in helping to facilitate the active participation of the faithful. Cantors must be able to read music, take 
direction, and serve confidently in their leadership role. If you have any experience in cantoring, or are interested in 
being trained, do not hesitate to reach out and join.  

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Instrumentalist
Our parish is always looking for talented musicians for weekend liturgies. High school and college-age young adults 
who want to share their talent with the church are especially welcome. If time is a restriction, consider volunteering 
your talents at Christmas and Easter when instruments are especially needed. We are specifically looking for people 
who play piano, organ, brass instruments, strings, and woodwinds.

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

ON THE ALTAR

Altar Servers
Altar servers assist at the 8:15 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. daily Masses, all weekend Masses, as well as funerals and weddings. 
Boys and girls in grades 5-12 are invited to serve. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Sacristans 
Sacristans assist the presider at the 8:15 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. daily Masses and all weekend Masses, as well as funerals 
and weddings. Sacristans are well trained to set the altar for everything from daily Masses to special Masses, like 
Confirmation and our Holy Week and Easter liturgies.

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Lectors
This ministry is responsible for proclaiming the First and Second readings at all weekend and daily Masses as well as 
the Prayers of the Faithful. Lectors should be confident in speaking in front of large groups and be willing to prepare 
ahead of time.  

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion assist the Ordinary Ministers (priests) in distributing the Body and 
Blood of Jesus during Mass. 

Lindsey Barrett, Director of Music & Liturgy: 574-282-2308, lbarrett@stasb.org
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ADULT FORMATION

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
If you are wanting to become Catholic and receive the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation), then RCIA is for you. If you are not sure what sacraments you might have already received, please 
contact the pastor at pastor@stasb.org so that we can accompany you through the process of coming into full 
communion with the Catholic Church. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Lending Library
The St. Anthony de Padua Lending Library offers a variety of Catholic books and DVDs for all parishioners. Many 
topics that educate and encourage us in our faith journey are available. Categories include: The Bible, Church History,  
Apologetics, Marian Devotion, Saints and Heroes of the Faith, and more. Come peruse the collection and get inspired! 
If you have spiritual books that you would like to share with your fellow parishioners, or if you are interested in helping 
to maintain order regarding the circulation and re-shelving of books, consider volunteering with this ministry. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Tuesday Night Dinners
Young adults gather at the rectory for food and fellowship every Tuesday evening after the 5:30 PM Mass. It is a 
potluck style event where everyone is encouraged to bring food or beverages to share.  

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
We are interested in starting a level one CGS class for 3-6 year olds who are not already attending CGS at St. Anthony 
School. If you would be interested in sending your child and/or helping to make "works," please let us know.  

Stephanie Smith, Parishioner: kreags22@gmail.com

Scouts
Boy Scouts Troop 584 is chartered by St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Church. Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts are very 
active in our school community. As part of the LaSalle Council, our Scouts take part in exciting activities, trips, and 
service projects throughout the year. Scouts attend weekly meetings and earn merit badges for achievements.  

School Office: 574-233-7169, school@stasb.org

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School takes place every summer at St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Church. VBS is open to all children 
presently in grades PreK-4 at any school: public, private, or home school.

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: bfeeks@stasb.org
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Ministries of 

Outreach
We give testimony by our words and actions that Jesus is the Son of God who has 
inaugurated His kingdom here among us. These ministries bring us into the wider 
world to listen to, love and serve all of God's beloved children, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

SERVING EACH OTHER

Funeral Luncheon Team
Oft en times, families want to gather together for a meal following the funeral of their loved one. Funeral luncheon 
volunteers make and serve coff ee, decorate tables, assist in serving the food, as well as clean up. Th is is a concrete way 
to show the love of Jesus and to help make a diffi  cult day a little easier for family and friends. 

Bridget Feeks, Pastoral Associate & Director of Ministries: 574-282-2308, bfeeks@stasb.org

Homebound Ministry    
Th is ministry provides personal presence, prayer, and the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist to parishioners who 
are homebound, sick, or residents of nursing homes or assisted living facilities. Th e lay ministers are trained and 
commissioned to assist in connecting those that cannot attend Mass with our faith community at St. Anthony de 
Padua Parish by bringing them Holy Communion following the Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Masses.   

Fernando Garcia, Homebound Ministry Coordinator: 574-282-2308, homebound@stasb.org

Legion of Mary 
Th e Legion of Mary is the largest apostolic organization of lay people in the Catholic Church, with well over 3 million 
active members in almost every country of the world. It has been active in the United States since 1931 with the 
purpose of giving glory to God through the sanctifi cation of its members. Th e Legion of Mary apostolate meets once 
a week in the Church Meeting Room at 10 AM on Tuesday mornings. 

Bonnie Bykowski, 574-276-8011, bykowskib@yahoo.com

Prayer Chain  
We stand fi rmly on God’s promises that when we call Him, He will answer (Isaiah 65:24). In spiritual unity our prayer 
team is available to intercede on your behalf and take your request before God. You can volunteer to be on the Prayer 
Chain team by signing up on the ministry forms.    

Barb Klowetter: prayer@stasb.org
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Respect Life Committee
Th rough prayer, education, example and action, the St. Anthony de Padua Respect Life Committee dedicates itself 
to promote the dignity of all human life according to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Th e Respect Life 
Committee coordinates support of similar activities with parish, city, state & national promotions. 

Connie Dygulski: 574-360-6384, lbean13@comcast.net

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
Our parish St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference’s mission of charity is person to person contact in the form of 
home visits to those in need. We visit families to bring food assistance and information to help them with other 
physical and fi nancial needs to promote self-suffi  ciency. We also make an eff ort to help them with their spiritual 
needs through prayer and invitation to our church. Vincentians meet on a monthly basis to promote a spirit of 
friendship and spiritual growth. 

Mary Froning, Coordinator: mary.froning.2@nd.edu

RESOURCES FOR OUR PARISH

Catholic Charities
Catholic Charities is the social service arm of the Church in our diocese. As a result, every service we provide is 
aligned with the Church’s teaching that all life is sacred from conception to natural death. 

ccfwsb.org     •     ccoleman@ccfwsb.org

Christ Child Society
Since 1947, the primary project of the Christ Child Society in South Bend has been to provide new winter clothing to 
economically disadvantaged children from newborn through age twelve without consideration of religion or ethnic 
factors.

christchildsb.org     •     info@www.christchildsb.org

Courage 
Courage is a spiritual support group founded in 1980 to help Catholics who experience same-sex attraction to live 
holy lives. Th e apostolate also ministers to families. 

couragerc.org

Hannah's House 
Hannah’s House is a faith-based agency off ering a continuum of stable housing, home life, staff  support, and 
programming. Believing in the sanctity of life, we serve by providing guidance and direction for women and their 
unborn and newborn children.

facebook.com/hannahshouseofmichiana     •     info@hannahshousemichiana.org
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Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus focus is on charitable giving. St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Parish belongs to local Santa 
Maria Council #553 and is located on E. Washington Street in South Bend. Any male 18 years or older is welcome to 
join this Catholic fraternal group.

Brian Masterson: btmcpa@aol.com

Marriage Enrichment
Catholic Marriage Enrichment in our area is part of the St. Pius X Parish ministries. Our goal is to support and 
strengthen marriages by providing opportunities for married couples to continually grow into the Sacrament of 
Marriage after their wedding day.

stpius.net/marriageenrichment

Project Rachel
Project Rachel is a ministry offering hope and healing for all those who suffer from the pain of abortion and its 
aftermath. If you are hurting, know that your church cares and understands. God is loving and forgiving and in His 
name the Church reaches out to you with compassion and concern.

hopeafterabortion.com

Retrouvaille
Retrouvaille is an independent, Catholic program designed to help, heal and renew married couples who are drifting 
or who have drifted apart. The word "retrouvaille" simply means "rediscovery." The Retrouvaille program offers you 
the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse and a loving relationship in your marriage. 

Amy & Aaron Bobson: amylbobson@gmail.com

Saint Augustine Men’s Healing Group 
The Saint Augustine Men’s Group, with chapters in Fort Wayne and South Bend, seeks to free men from the shackles 
of pornography and sexual sin to live according to God’s plan of chastity. This Catholic lay apostolate gathers to 
support, encourage and pray for one another through a structure rooted in Catholic teaching. 

diocesefwsb.org/st-augustines-mens-group/     •     staugustinefwsb@gmail.com

Women's Care Center 
Women's Care Center provides free, confidential counseling, support and education for pregnant women. Free 
pregnancy testing and ultrasounds help determine viability and dates (prenatal medical care and abortions not 
provided).

We serve 30,000 women annually from 34 centers in 12 states, including Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania & Wisconsin. 

womenscarecenter.org     •     counselor@womenscarecenter.org
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Th ank you.
Your participation is what makes our parish warm, welcoming, vibrant and fi lled with Christ's light! 
We wouldn’t be a community without you!

SIGN UP & GET INVOLVED!

Pen & Paper
Sign up by fi lling out the Ministry and Interest Form, also found in this welcome packet. Th en, 
kindly drop it in the collection basket at a Sunday Mass, or feel free to turn it in at the parish offi  ce. 
If you need to, you may download another copy at stasb.org/MinistrySignUp. Please complete one 
per family member.

Online
Visit stasb.org/MinistrySignUp to fi ll out the Ministry and Interest Form online. Please complete 
one per family member.  
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