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The Sacrament of Baptism

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
Mt 28:19-20; cf. Mk 16:15-16.

About the Sacrament
Since Pentecost the sacrament of Baptism has been celebrated as we understand it. The word 
baptism comes from the Greek baptizein which means to “plunge” or “immerse.” The catechumen’s 
immersion into the water symbolizes Christ’s death from which they rise up and share in His resur-
rection into new life. Christ commanded his disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit and He affirms the necessity for salvation. However, while God has bound salvation to 
the Sacrament of Baptism, God is not bound to His sacraments.

Preparation
Candidates for Baptism should be registered members of the Parish for at least four months before 
beginning preparation for the Sacrament or provide a letter from their former Parish. Please contact 
the Parish Office at (574) 282-2308 to verify your registration at St. Anthony.

 Baptism Checklist
 As we prepare for your child’s baptism, we’d ask that you complete the Baptism Checklist.  
 You may find the link to the Baptism Checklist at www.stasb.org/baptism. This will help us   
 gather essential information for planning the baptism.

 Schedule a Baptism Preparation Meeting
 Once you have completed the Baptism Checklist, please email our parish administrator, 
 Father Tyrell Alles at pastor@stasb.org. Let Father Tyrell know that you have submitted the   
 Baptism Checklist, and that you would like to schedule a baptism preparation meeting with   
 him. Thank you!

 Adults (Rite of Christion Initiation for Adults - RCIA)
 RCIA is for adults who are either a.) Beginning their journey toward becoming a member of   
 the Church, or b.) Who have not received all the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confir-  
 mation, and Holy Eucharist. These are received at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday   
 evening. 
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Baptismal Sponsors
Baptismal sponsors must be 16 years of age or older. At least one sponsor must be Catholic, and have 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. If the Catholic sponsor does not belong to St. Anthony 
de Padua Catholic Church, a letter is needed from their parish stating that they are an active and 
practicing Catholic. To print the necessary form to take to the sponsor’s parish of registration please 
visit the webpage, www.stasb.org/baptism, or call the parish office for a copy.

When We Celebrate
Baptisms are celebrated weekly (except during Lent) after the 4:15 PM Saturday Mass and after the 
10:30 AM Sunday Mass. Baptisms may be celebrated during a weekend Mass. There are no baptisms 
during the Lenten Season.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Second Edition:
The meaning and grace are evident through the rite. Briefly walking through the rite, the Sign of 
the Cross marks the person who will belong to Christ and “signifies the grace of the redemption 
Christ won for us by his cross.” The proclamation of the Word of God is to enlighten the candidates 
and assembly with the revealed truth. The faith response of this truth is inseparable from the sacra-
ment. The person is anointed with the Oil of Catechumens to prepare them to profess the faith of 
the Church. The invocation over the water asks that the power of the Holy Spirit be sent upon the 
water so that persons baptized may be born of water and Spirit. The essential rite is then performed, 
the immersion into the water. This is followed by a post-baptismal anointing, which announces the 
second anointing of Confirmation, to be administered later, to “confirm” and complete the baptis-
mal sacrament.

The white garment symbolizes that the person baptized has “put on Christ,” has risen with Christ. 
The candle, lit from the Easter candle, signifies that Christ has enlightened the neophyte. In Him, 
the baptized are “the light of the world.”

Donations
There is no fee, however many families wish to offer a donation on the occasion of their child’s bap-
tism. This may be placed in an envelope and given to the priest or deacon on the day of the baptism, 
or it may be mailed to the parish at:

 St. Anthony de Padua Catholic Parish 
 2310 E. Jefferson Blvd.
 South Bend, IN 46615

Sacramental Records
Please call Nancy Sacha at the Parish Office: (574) 282-2308.


