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 Third Sunday of Easter— Year B — April 18, 2021 

Stewardship of Treasure  Available next week 

The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, and how Jesus was made known to them  in the 

breaking of bread. While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to them, 

“Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have. ” And as he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked 

them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of 

them. He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything     

written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”                      Luke 24:35

Duccio di Buoninsegna, “Appearance 

While the Apostles are at Table”, 1308-11, 

Museo dell'Opera del Duomo, Siena 



 

 

Pastor’s Thoughts 
The Third Sunday of  Easter – April 18, 2021 
 Alleluia, He is Risen! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
  
Last week in my Pastor’s Thoughts letter I mentioned that beginning this week I would be writing a multi-part letter 

about our parish-family during this time of the pandemic over the past year:  how the pandemic has affected and 

changed us.  There are five areas that I’ve identified to look at:  our sacramental life; our parish-family life; our parish 

finances; our ministries and outreach; and our demographics.  With each of these five areas there are three questions 

to ask:  What has happened over the past year?  Where are we currently?  Where are we going…where is the Holy 

Spirit leading us, and how can we respond to the Holy Spirit’s lead, moving forward?    I’ve thought and prayed about 

these five areas and these three questions for quite some time.  I hope that my reflections and observations here, are 

an impetus for your own reflection and prayer about our parish family during the pandemic time and how the Holy 

Spirit is moving in us, and inviting us to respond to the challenges and opportunities God is setting before us. 

 Our Sacramental Life 

What happened to our sacramental life over the past year?    

The heart of our sacramental life is the Eucharist…both our celebration of the Eucharist in the Mass and our           

Adoration of the Eucharist.  I think one of the most difficult things we had to do at the start of the pandemic…a     

sacrifice we all had to offer to the Lord, was the time we were separated from the sacraments and our sacramental life 

with each other.  Jesus, and our sacramental life in Him, is the center of our life and our faith as Catholic             

Christians.  At the beginning of the pandemic when we had to stop publicly celebrating the Eucharist and other       

sacraments, I was greatly concerned.  Frankly, I despaired about how the pandemic would affect our faith life as a 

family:  Would people come back?  Would people miss the sacraments?  Would “online Mass” contribute to our own 

struggles with sloth (spiritual laziness).  Would we miss the Eucharist and each other?   

 So…it was approximately 13 months ago at the beginning of Lent, 2020 that the pandemic significantly altered the 

practice of our sacramental life.  We removed Holy Water from our church, omitted the Sign of Peace at Mass, 

bumped elbows, and had to learn new words like “social distancing”.  Then by the Third Sunday of Lent, we tempo-

rarily halted the public celebration of Mass and other sacraments.  Our Easter-Initiation Sacraments were postponed 

to late summer, along with baptisms and first communions; and Confirmation was delayed to early November.   We 

had to learn a new way of praying “virtually” online, as we couldn’t gather together in person.  The pandemic brought 

live-streaming and Zooming the Mass and other sacramental devotions to us, and online faith formation                  

opportunities… helping us to discover and embrace new ways for praying together.  Being without the Eucharist and 

public Mass went on, of course, for 3 ½ months until Father’s Day Weekend…our first weekend back to Mass.  Some 

other things, such as online faith formation have continued.  Since Father’s Day weekend when we resumed public 

Mass, more and more of us have returned.  Personally, that has brought me great joy and it gives me great hope.  I 

have been so moved by your faith and love.  

  

The Holy Spirit never disappoints; God never leaves us alone or abandoned.  Our sacramental life is the glue that 

holds us together as a parish-family and the fuel that strengthens and propels us to live our faith, share our gifts, and 

grow in loving God and each other/all people.  The one great gift that I see the pandemic has given our parish- 



 

 

family is a renewed love, devotion, and appreciation for the Eucharist… our yearning and longing for Jesus’           
Eucharistic presence in our lives.  
  
Where are we currently? 

When we came back to Mass last June, we returned, having to adapt to some necessary changes to our sacramental 

life and worship, especially at Mass.. a new Mass schedule, a shortened Mass, social distancing, masks, no lingering 

after Mass, no singing, no Precious Blood, few liturgical ministers, and receiving our Lord in the hand.  Let’s not also 

forget making a weekly Mass Reservation.  Around the same time that we resumed public Mass last June, as you 

know we began a Holy Year of the Eucharist across our Archdiocese.  Even though the pandemic upended              

celebrating Mass together, and could have upended or stunted our parish’s ability to celebrate and live into the Year 

of the Eucharist, the one thing it did not do is lessen or weaken our desire for Jesus, and our love for him.  If anything, 

the pandemic has strengthened our faith as a parish-family.  It has given us an opportunity to notice and re-discover 

Jesus’ real and Eucharistic presence…In our absence from Mass and receiving our Lord, the pandemic increased our 

awareness of our longing for Jesus in the Eucharist, our love for him, and our love for each other.  I believe it has also 

helped us to see with new eyes how Jesus greatly loves us and needs us… needs us to be his witnesses of mercy and 

hope on our Island and in our world shrouded in darkness at this time.  

  
Since resuming public Mass, more of us are coming to weekday Mass and stopping by to make a visit, spending a few 

moments with the Blessed Sacrament. All throughout the pandemic I have noted with great gratitude and awe that we 

are spending more time with Jesus in the Eucharist at our Friday Night Holy Hours and in the minutes of Eucharistic 

Adoration before each Sunday Mass.  From my vantage point, those few minutes of quiet time with the Blessed    

Sacrament before Mass as well as our Eucharistic Holy Hours (and our most recent Holy Thursday All-night Paschal 

Vigil with the Blessed Sacrament) are transforming our parish-family. 

  
Where are we going?  Where is the Holy Spirit leading us, moving forward? 

As we emerge from the pandemic little by little, we will return more and more to our usual practice of our              

sacramental life.  I do see live-streaming Sunday Mass continuing for the foreseeable future, as well as keeping our 

weekday & weekend Mass schedule the same.  As we move forward, it is important that we not lose sight of the  

treasures to our sacramental life that we have gained and discovered during this time.  Keeping our focus on Jesus’ 

Eucharistic presence is the key to a vibrant and renewed sacramental life.  We need to keep him at the center of our 

lives, the center of our families and at the of our church.  I look forward to sharing with you more and more                   

opportunities to do so.  Over the past year I have been praying and exploring with the Pastoral Council about how we 

can deepen and develop our sacramental life both now and post-pandemic, particularly looking at our Eucharistic life 

and devotion, the location of our tabernacle, and opportunities for prayer with the Blessed Sacrament.  In the coming 

weeks I will be speaking more about what we will be doing to achieve those goals.  

  

Finally, two particular special events to look forward to are the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, concluding the Holy 
Year of the Eucharist, and our parish Solemnity of St. John Vianney, when we will celebrate our patronal feast this 
year with Archbishop Etienne who will be joining us on Sunday August 08th for Mass.  These celebrations will be 
beautiful expressions of celebrating our sacramental life together, as we follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. 
  
Next week’s weeks topic: How has the pandemic affected our parish finances, demographics and parish life?  
  

We are a Resurrection People and Alleluia is our Song!           Fr. David    

                                                                                                    Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 
                                                                                                    Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 



 

 

 

 

 

svdpvashon.org provides help and online giving   
 

Dear Donors to St. Vincent de Paul, 

 

The St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP)-Vashon has created a website (svdpvashon.org) that enables donors to give online 
while providing those in need with another way to contact us for help. 

 

The website can be reached directly at svdpvashon.org or by clicking on the “Give to St. Vincent de Paul” button in 
the lower left hand corner of the home page of the St. John Vianney Parish – Vashon website 
(stjohnvianneyvashon.com). 

 

Because SVdP and the parish are separate tax-exempt non-profits, we are asking donors who make online           
contributions to SVdP to give through this new website. This will allow SVdP and the parish to simplify accounting 
and record keeping. SVdP is using the same, easy-to-use online giving platform that lets you set up automatic      
contributions and change the timing and amount of your gift at any time. 

 

If you now contribute to SVdP online through the SJV parish website, we ask you to re-register your SVdP online 
donation at svdpvashon.org.  

 

If you are not contributing to SVdP online, we invite you to consider doing so. It will free you of the bother of    
writing checks or having cash for the collection basket. 

 

During the pandemic, SJV parishioners, other islanders and friends, and community groups like Vashon Be         
Prepared have supported our work like never before. As a result of their generosity, we’ve provided some $140,000 
worth of assistance to help individuals and families pay for rent, utilities, food and other necessities.  

 

svdpvashon.org is a part of this effor t. Do visit us at our  new website. Or  you can phone us at 206.450.7577 or  
email us at svdp.vashon@gmail.org 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society - Vashon: 

Anne O’Leary, John McCoy, Mary Langland, Charlotte Lovekin, Charles Lovekin, Sheila Moore, Ann Scafe, Jenny 
Shields, Kathy Winge, Janis McElroy, Barbara Powell, Linda Bianchi, Annette Geoghegan 

 
 

mailto:svdp.vashon@gmail.org


 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FR. DAVID 

Fr. David’s birthday was on Thursday, and the SJV staff (but no Molly or Michelle sadly) celebrated his day with 

the wonderful cake HE made. CV-19 precautions meant Fr.’s ingenious way to “blow” out the candles and that we 

socially distanced outside in the beautiful sun to enjoy Fr.’s very delicious chocolate Kahlua espresso chip cake. 

GARDEN TOOLS BLESSING AND CAMPUS WORK DAY, MAY 1ST,            

the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker                

10:00AM—Noon 

On May 1st, we will meet here for some outdoor work. Fr.     

David will begin the morning by blessing all our garden tools, 

then it will be time to start using them! We will be tidying up the 

Rosary Garden, finishing the graveling of the garden path, and 

completing a few other clean up projects to lead us into summer 

with our beautiful campus shining. 

Many parish hands are needed! Jobs for young and old! Fresh 

air, social distancing, a lot of fun! See you here! 

Is it your family’s turn to give a morning to SJV? Here is your 

chance on the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker! See you here 

ready for your garden tools to be blessed and then ready to dive 

into some weeding/raking/spreading/weed whacking—take your 

pick.  

 

p.s. I am certain Fr. David can rustle up some sanctuary clean up 

projects too for those who prefer indoor work. 

PARISH WORK DAY… THAT MEANS ALL OF US!!!! 



 

 

THANK YOU TO THE SIMMONS FAMILY FOR THE FF ZOOM SESSION                         
Thank you very much to the Simmons Family, especially Erin and Ryan, for the     
wonderful Divine Mercy Sunday Youth Faith Formation session. The Simmonses led a 
Faith Formation Zoom class for the youth of our parish that was thoroughly enjoyed by 
the adult parishioners who attended! We all learned a lot about St. Faustina and the   
history of the Divine Mercy Devotion. The greatest interest was on the original Divine 
Mercy painting (pictured at right) and the attendees were fortunate to hear an excellent 
presentation on the rather amazing history of the  painting, which is now back on the 
wall of the church in Lithuania where St. Faustina was a young nun and received her 
visions.  

Thank you, Erin and Ryan. 

Upcoming FF Zoom Sessions: 

April 25th:  St. Joseph, led by Fr. David 

May 9th:  Blessed Mary Virgin, led by Kristen Elliott 

Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration                                 Friday Evenings, 7:00-8:00                                   

This evening Fr. David will celebrate a Holy Hour of Prayer 

for St. Joseph, Renown Offspring of David. The Holy 

Hour will include the Liturgy of the Word, Silent Adoration, 

a Reflection, a Litany of Saints, Intercessions, and Divine 

Praises.                                                                             

These evenings are a wonderful time for quiet and                   

communal prayer. Please come to share an hour with our 

Lord.                                                                                    

Fr. David also live-streams the Holy Hours if you would 

like to pray from home.         

                                                                                             
April 23 - Holy Hour for the Eucharist, God’s Gift to Us 

 

HELPING SJV AS WE SHOP 

Thank you, Maria and Kristen… their Amazon Smile shopping has resulted in Amazon sending $84.13 to SJV. Just 

kidding, we do believe a few more of you have signed up SJV as your Amazon Smile Designated Charity, but  

clearly not enough of you. 

Super easy to do… St. John Vianney, Vashon, our parish, is registered with amazonsmile. Please take the very few 

minutes it takes to register our parish as your designated charity via the link on our SJV website. When you have 

registered successfully, you will see the following on your screen under the search bar: Supporting: St. John         

Vianney Church. There are more SJVs, so please check that the drop down menu says: Location: Vashon, WA.  

Thank you for supporting our parish when shopping both at the Vashon       

supermarkets with your receipts dropped off here, and online at amazonsmile!  

Year to date donation totals for our local shopping options:  Thriftway, $1,641.87  

IGA, $118.59  Thank you to Janice Johns and Molly 

Malone for all your hours of work so that our parish can 

benefit from our shoppers! 



 

 

FRATELLI TUTTI                                                                                                       

The SJV Zoom Study Group meets to      
discuss Pope Francis’s latest encyclical,      
Fratelli Tutti - On  Brotherly Love and   
Friendship, on Thursdays at 7:00PM                                                                                                       

Our eighth and final session is Thursday, 
April 22, at 7:00                                                                        
Fratelli tutti (3 October 2020) | Francis 
(vatican.va)       Link to the encyclical                                                                                                                    
fratellituttiguide.pdf (wherepeteris.com)                               
Link to the study guide                                                                                  

Please join us for our last class. Even if you 
missed all the rest, this Thursday evening 
Zoom session is a wonderful time to explore 
the Pope’s hope for our world and how we can help him realize it, as well as a chance to get to know your    
fellow parishioners.                                                                      

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83626967535   

Weekly Wednesday Parish Rosary—We Will Pray the Glorious Mysteries 
during the Easter Season  
SJV, your fellow parishioners are praying the Rosary together on Zoom! 
Why don’t you join us? A quick half hour to pray with friends, share 
prayer intentions, and there is even time for a little visit.  

Wednesdays from 7-7:30 pm.  Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393684503  Meeting ID: 823 9368 4503 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782, 82393684503# US (Tacoma)  

CELEBRATE THE JOY OF THE EASTER 

SEASON 

The Easter Season is 50 days — longer than Lent. This 

Easter Season, we invite you to be intentional about   

proclaiming and celebrating the Risen Christ throughout 

this joyous season. 

Please visit the Archdiocesan site for 50 ways to celebrate 

via the link below: 

Celebrate the joy of the Easter Season | Archdiocese of Se-

attle (archseattle.org)  

Sacrament of Reconciliation & Communion Distribution during the Easter Season                 

Fr. David will be available for Confession on Saturdays before the Vigil Mass, from 3:30-4:30;  or please contact 

Fr. David or the office to schedule an appointment. Communion Distribution will be on Sundays, Noon-1:00 PM. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://wherepeteris.com/fratellituttiguide.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83626967535
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393684503
https://archseattle.org/easter/
https://archseattle.org/easter/


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday Vigil  5:00 pm  
Sunday Mass 9:00 am  

Communion Distribution                  
10:00-10:30 and Noon-1:00 

(RSVPs Required) 
 
SACRAMENTS  
Eucharistic Adoration Fri. 7:00pm  
Reconciliation Sat. 3:30-4:30 , and by   
appointment  
 
HORARIO DE MISAS  

Sabados 5 pm transmisión en vivo 
Domingos 9 am  
Distribución de Comunión 10-10:30am,        
12-1 pm 

 
SACRAMENTOS Bautizo: Avisar 1 mes an-
tes y preparacion se requiere  
Matrimonio: Avisar 6 meses antes y 
preparacion  
Reconciliacion: Sabados 3:30-4:30,       
5:45-6:30pm y con cita  
Adoracion de Eucaristia:  Viernes 7:00 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL: EMERGENCY HOT-
LINE Please call/llame por favor the St. 
Vincent de Paul hotline if in need of emer-
gency help/ayuda de emergencia:         
206-450-7577  
 
HOMEBOUND MINISTRY Please call the 
office at 206-567-4149 if you know of any-
one sick or homebound and who wants to 
receive Communion.  
 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
Matt Sullivan             Brian Reiling 
Drew Folkestad         Dina Campion 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Linda Bianchi 
Dennis Carda   
Francisco Esquiviez  
Wintry Sheehan 
Jim Walker  
Ann Zapf —Chair 
Karl Zapf 
 

                                
Constance Walker - 
Secretary  

 
Attending Mass remotely during 
the coronavirus pandemic? 
Please use Online Giving to keep 
up on your sacrificial giving.  

 
As Fr. has told us, even while so many of us are participating 
in the Mass with him from home via his excellent live   
streaming on Facebook, most of our SJV expenses remain.  
Go to stjohnvianneyvashon.com and click on the Online Giving 
link – it’s quick and easy! Call the office if you would like us to 
talk you through the steps. 
 

Formed and myParish app 
Great Catholic and parish 
information—see the office 
for help adding both to your 
phone. 

STAFF  
Office Hours W-F 9am-12pm  
Maria Pottinger—Administrator  
Mary Lawrence —Faith Formation  
Michelle Casad —Music  
Molly Malone —Bookkeeper  
Kristen Elliott —Admin Assistant  
Nathan Seder—Tech/Facilities/Pianist 

Prayer for the Sick Requests 

John M. Baldessari 

Wintry Sheehan 

Lucina Antunez 

Repose of the Soul of Donna 
Lund 

John Paul Nelson 

Repose of the Soul of Dorothy 
Dougher 

Peter Steen  

Mary Devlin Sage  

Andelka Chorak  

Jacqueline Baldessari 

Marilyn Klob 

Fr. Patrick Clark (Former SJV 
Pastor) 

The Burke Family—Special  
Intention 

 

                                                       
Please submit requests to  

Barbara Powell at 

waltersmom50@gmail.com or 

707-812-2420 . 


