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 Fifth Sunday of Easter— Year B — May 2, 2021 

Stewardship of Treasure Sacrificial Giving Available next week 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me 

that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned because 

of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 

unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does 

not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire 

and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be 

done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  John 15:1-8  

Vineyards today in Northern Israel 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/15?1


 

 

Pastor’s Thoughts 

Vine & Branches Sunday – May 02, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 

Belonging Leads to Believing 

This week we come to the third installment looking at the impact of the pandemic and how that has affected our    

parish family over the past year:  What has happened to our parish family life, our ministries, and our                      

outreach?  Where are we currently?  Where is the Holy Spirit leading us, moving forward?  To go about this, I want 

to reflect with you on two questions that I’ve thought about for many years:  What does it mean to belong to a parish 

family?  and What does it mean to believe as a Catholic?   

Our Parish Family Life, Our Ministries, and Our Outreach: 

Thinking about these two questions in light of our own parish family, I go back to my parents, whose example       

ingrained in me a strong sense of what it means to belong to a parish family, and a strong sense of what it means to 

believe as a Catholic Christian.  When I was growing up, my parents belonged to the same parish for over 40 years…

St. Monica’s on Mercer Island. They had their ups and downs over the years with their involvement in the parish, but 

they were always engaged!  My parents taught me to see that being Catholic means to belong to God’s Family, it 

means to belong to Christ, and it means to belong to the Catholic Church throughout the world.  However, and 

MOST importantly being Catholic means to belong to a specific parish family!  Just as with our own blood families, 

we do not choose who belongs to them, so also in our parish family, we do not choose who belongs either because… 

we all belong, and God calls us to bloom where we belong.  The parish family is the place and the family God gives 

us to remain, and calls us to build up with our faith, our prayer, our talents and our strengths. 

 

Families in general and family members each have different personalities, histories, strengths and gifts. Family    

members are first and always flawed, broken human beings, sinners who are redeemed, cherished, saved, and beloved 

by God.  These things are true for every family, for every parish family, and certainly for our parish family.  In our 

blood families as well as in our parish family, we share in each other’s joys, griefs, disappointments, and 

hopes.  When a family member or a parishioner dies, we grieve.  When a family member or a parishioner leaves or 

moves away, we miss them, and we feel their loss.  The same is true with celebrating achievements and blessings.  In 

my pastoral experience, the blessings and the losses, the joys and the sorrows are more widely shared and more   

greatly felt in a small parish family. 

Some of our parish family’s greatest strengths lay in the fact that we are a small Christian Community planted on a 

rural island.  Generally speaking, we all know each other and that closeness affects every aspect of our parish family 

life, ministries, and outreach.  In all my years as a pastor, I have not ever seen or experienced the depth of care, love 

and service that we have in our parish family.  With that in mind however, the pandemic drastically restricted our 

ability to engage in parish life, ministry and outreach activities.  At the same time, the pandemic has given us         

opportunities to re-image and reshape how we share our gifts and our faith as a family.  One of our greatest          

challenges during this time has been our inability to come together for social events and activities.  We build and 

strengthen our bonds of God’s unity and love in the many ways we come together as a parish family, in prayer, in   

service and in sharing our gifts.    



 

 

Aside from Mass and an occasional work party out-of-doors, we haven’t been able to have Coffee Hours, Parish    

Dinners, Pancake Breakfasts, Receptions, Salmon Bake, etc.  We also have had to curtail or put on hiatus altogether 

various parish ministries:  Firewood Ministry, Women’s Group, Youth Group, Funeral Receptions, and our liturgical 

ministries.  One of the greatest liturgical ministries where we have great need currently is for sacristans…to assist 

with setting up and cleaning up after Mass.  But taking all of our parish ministries into account, we are slowly     

building them back in place.   

 

Reflecting on our outreach to the broader community, this is where we’ve been able to be a beacon of light and a 

leaven in the world and on our Island.  The pandemic has given us incredible opportunities to do works of mercy to 

help others in need in so many ways.  Even though the pandemic has hindered some of our parish family life, it has 

not stopped or prevented our outreach in the broader community.  This time has helped us to love one another more 

fully.   

 

With Faith Formation this past year, we have had to pare-down both the frequency and format of Faith Formation, 

moving from “in-person” to online meetings.  Early on in the pandemic, when we “sheltered in place”, we found new 

ways to remain engaged and connected with each other (as branches attached to Christ the Vine) with online daily 

prayer offerings such as daily Mass, the Rosary, Divine Mercy Devotion and Stations of the Cross, all live-streamed 

from SJV via Facebook.  As the pandemic evolved, so has our online presence.  We’ve held online retreats and Faith 

Formation events such as the “Fratelli Tutti” Study Group, Retreats, and monthly Faith Formation sessions on 

ZOOM.  We continue to live-stream Sunday Mass, pray the Rosary together weekly on ZOOM, and live-stream the 

Friday night Holy Hour.  I anticipate that we will continue some of these online activities (Wednesday night Rosary, 

and an occasional Faith Formation session on Zoom, etc.) long after the pandemic is over.     

 

When I think about all of our parish life activities, our ministries, and our outreach opportunities to share our gifts, 

eventually we will be able to enjoy and share them more fully with each other, and we will be able to do so closer 

than 6 feet apart. ☺  God calls us to bloom where we are planted.  When we stay close to Jesus, he will always be 

close to us.   

 

Blooming where we are planted is at the heart of belonging and believing. 

 

In Pastor’s Thoughts next week, I will offer some summary conclusions and thoughts for our parish family about the 

future.  

We are a Resurrection People and Alleluia is our Song! 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 

 

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because 

without me you can do nothing.” – John 15:5  



 

 

Month of May Rosary Challenge, with Prize Drawing on Corpus Christi                   

Weekend—Don’t Miss Out!!! 

This May join your fellow parishioners in praying the 

Rosary on Zoom as part of the Month of May Rosary 

Challenge. All ages welcome. 

The challenge will start on Wednesday, May 5th and 

continue for the Wednesdays of May. Then on June 

6th, attend the Vigil Mass or tune in to the livestream 

because at the Vigil Mass for the Feast of Corpus Christi Fr. David will have the   

drawing. Each May Wednesday you join the parish on Zoom for the Rosary, your 

name “goes in the hat” (all family members counted as individuals by the way), so you 

will have four (if you make all four May Rosaries) chances to win. Want to know the 

prizes? A personalized and handcrafted set of Rosary Beads AND a handcrafted box 

of Boehms Chocolates of Poulsbo’s very delicious truffles. 

A half hour of prayer with parish friends and entry into the drawing for great prizes… 

plan on your Wednesday evenings being booked by the Month of May Rosary Challenge! 

Wednesdays from 7-7:30 pm.  Join Zoom Meeting (Rosary)                https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393684503                                                                                                                                          

or:  One tap mobile              +12532158782, 82393684503# US (Tacoma)  

Thank you for last weekend’s FF Class, “ZOOMING with Joseph": Get to Know St. Joseph  
 
Participants were fortunate to learn about St. Joseph, some of his pilgrimage sites, and the     
personal devotions of some of our parishioners to St. Joseph. Thank you, Fr. David, for the 
warm and enthusiastic presentation, and to our parishioners who chose to spend some time    
together with SJV on Sunday morning, and share how your family turns to St. Joseph in prayer. 

**************************************************************************** 

Next SJV Youth FAITH FORMATION                                                                                        

Sunday, May 9 (Mother’s Day!) 11AM-Noon in the SJV Zoom Room                                                             

“Our Holy Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Rosary”  

FF Zoom Session Led by Kristen Elliott                                                                                           

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4074356786    Meeting ID: 407 435 6786  

IT IS TIME TO       

COLLECT YOUR 

EASTER LILIES   

                                                            

Please look for your 

loved one’s Easter lily on 

the table in the Parish 

Hall. It is time to plant it 

in your yard to bloom 

again next spring—we 

have a few lilies still 

here. 

2021 The Year of St.      
Joseph 

I wish I could persuade  everyone to 
be devoted to the glorious St Joseph, 
for I have great experience of  the 
blessings which he can obtain from 
God. I do not remember that I have 
ever asked anything of him  which he 
has failed to grant. –St. Teresa of 
Avila  



 

 

THIS Weekend!!!   GARDEN TOOLS BLESSING AND CAMPUS WORK DAY, 

MAY 1ST, the Feast of St. Joseph the 

Worker    10:00AM—Noon 

Tomorrow we will meet here for some outdoor work. 

Fr. David will begin the morning by blessing all our 

garden tools, then it will be time to start using them! We 

will be tidying up the Rosary Garden, finishing the 

graveling of the garden path, and completing a few    

other clean up projects to lead us into summer with our 

beautiful campus shining. 

Many parish hands are needed! Jobs for young and old! 

Fresh air, social distancing, a lot of fun! See you here! 

Is it your family’s turn to give a morning to SJV? Here 

is your chance on the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker! 

See you here ready for your garden tools to be blessed 

and then ready to dive into some weeding/raking/

spreading/weed whacking—take your pick.  

p.s. I am certain Fr. David can rustle up some sanctuary 

clean up projects too for those who prefer indoor work. 

 

PARISH WORK DAY… 

THAT MEANS ALL OF 

US!!!! See you at 10AM!!! 

No Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration this week.                                               

Please note—This evening, Friday, April 30, is the fifth Friday of the month, and there will be 

no Eucharistic Holy Hour.  

WSCC   We should all try to encourage our WA State Legislature to enact public policy that reflects Pope      

Francis’s plan for the better future outlined in his latest encyclical, Fratelli Tutti. Join the 

WSCC's advocacy network. Please visit their website via the link below. 

Our Mission | Washington State Catholic Conference (wacatholics.org)  

Sacrament of Reconciliation & Communion Distribution during the Easter Season                 

Fr. David will be available for Confession on Saturdays before the Vigil Mass, from 3:30-4:30;  or please contact 

Fr. David or the office to schedule an appointment. Communion Distribution will be on Sundays, Noon-1:00 PM. 

https://www.wacatholics.org/who-we-are/our-mission#


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday Vigil  5:00 pm  
Sunday Mass 9:00 am  

Communion Distribution                  
10:00-10:30 and Noon-1:00 

(RSVPs Required) 
 
SACRAMENTS  
Eucharistic Adoration Fri. 7:00pm  
Reconciliation Sat. 3:30-4:30 , and by   
appointment  
 
HORARIO DE MISAS  

Sabados 5 pm transmisión en vivo 
Domingos 9 am  
Distribución de Comunión 10-10:30am,        
12-1 pm 

 
SACRAMENTOS Bautizo: Avisar 1 mes an-
tes y preparacion se requiere  
Matrimonio: Avisar 6 meses antes y 
preparacion  
Reconciliacion: Sabados 3:30-4:30,       
5:45-6:30pm y con cita  
Adoracion de Eucaristia:  Viernes 7:00 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL: EMERGENCY HOT-
LINE Please call/llame por favor the St. 
Vincent de Paul hotline if in need of emer-
gency help/ayuda de emergencia:         
206-450-7577  
 
HOMEBOUND MINISTRY Please call the 
office at 206-567-4149 if you know of any-
one sick or homebound and who wants to 
receive Communion.  
 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
Matt Sullivan             Brian Reiling 
Drew Folkestad         Dina Campion 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Linda Bianchi 
Dennis Carda   
Francisco Esquiviez  
Wintry Sheehan 
Jim Walker  
Ann Zapf —Chair 
Karl Zapf 
 

                                
Constance Walker - 
Secretary  

 
Attending Mass remotely during 
the coronavirus pandemic? 
Please use Online Giving to keep 
up on your sacrificial giving.  

 
As Fr. has told us, even while so many of us are participating 
in the Mass with him from home via his excellent live   
streaming on Facebook, most of our SJV expenses remain.  
Go to stjohnvianneyvashon.com and click on the Online Giving 
link – it’s quick and easy! Call the office if you would like us to 
talk you through the steps. 
 

Formed and myParish app 
Great Catholic and parish 
information—see the office 
for help adding both to your 
phone. 

STAFF  
Office Hours W-F 9am-12pm  
Maria Pottinger—Administrator  
Mary Lawrence —Faith Formation  
Michelle Casad —Music  
Molly Malone —Bookkeeper  
Kristen Elliott —Admin Assistant  
Nathan Seder—Tech/Facilities/Pianist 

Prayer for the Sick Requests 

Beatriz Sahagun-Robles 

Miguel Magaña-Chavez 

John M. Baldessari 

Lucina Antunez 

Repose of the Soul of Donna 
Lund 

John Paul Nelson 

Repose of the Soul of Dorothy 
Dougher 

Peter Steen  

Mary Devlin Sage  

Andelka Chorak  

Jacqueline Baldessari 

Marilyn Klob 

Fr. Patrick Clark (Former SJV 
Pastor) 

The Burke Family—Special  
Intention 

                                               
Please submit requests to  

Barbara Powell at 

waltersmom50@gmail.com or 

707-812-2420 . 


