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Being a Church of Mission 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

Last weekend at Mass I asked the question: Who is an evangelist? or, do you think of yourself as an 
evangelist? This weekend we celebrate across the globe – World Mission Sunday. This annual event begs 
the question: Who is a missionary? or, do you think of yourself as a missionary? How would you describe 
a missionary? For most of us… I think we would say that a missionary is someone who travels to a remote 
part of the world/a foreign land where people have not heard the message of the Gospel. We might think 
of a missionary as someone who lives and works among those who are living in poverty, experiencing 
homelessness, famine, or suffering under the burdens of war and other forms of oppression. The thing is, 
we do not have to travel abroad to other lands to be a missionary. Ministering to people’s needs is 
something we can do in our own ‘backyard’. Helping those we live among, sharing God’s love, 
compassion and mercy are all actions of a missionary spirit. Pope Francis says this about being missionary: 
"The mission of the Christian in the world is a mission for all, a mission of service, which excludes no-
one; it requires great generosity and in particular the gaze and heart turned heavenward to invoke the 
Lord’s help. There is so much need for Christians who bear witness to the Gospel with joy in everyday 
life. The disciples, sent by Jesus, 'returned with joy'. When we do this, our heart fills with joy." – Angelus 
talk, July 2016. Being a missionary is a special and beautiful calling which follows the footsteps of Jesus 
and the Apostles. To be a disciple of Jesus is to be a missionary. We are all missionaries in that sense. 
 

Many years ago, when I was a newly ordained priest, I worked with a pastor who described himself as a 
missionary. At the time, I told him that I did not see myself as a missionary nor did I feel called or drawn 
to a missionary lifestyle in the same way. Over the years I have come to realize that being a missionary is 
a lifestyle and a response to Jesus’ commission to – ‘Go out to all the world and tell the Good News’. Or 
as we hear at the end of Mass to – ‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord and one another’.  
 

When I think of World Mission Sunday, I think of the co-patroness of the missions - St. Therese of Lisieux 
(the Little Flower), whose feast we celebrated at the beginning of this month (October 1st). St. Therese, 
was a cloistered Carmelite nun who lived in the 19th century. She had a deep passion and longing to be a 
missionary, yet she never traveled beyond the walls of her Carmelite monastery to distant lands. Her 
missionary heart and missionary spirit were formed in her at a very young age. She used to read with her 
family the ‘Annals of the Propagation of the Faith”, which is the Church’s main organization for 
promoting missionary work across the world. As a little girl, Therese once said: “I have a passionate 
desire to be a missionary!” Later she wrote how she wanted to “spread the Gospel in all parts of the 
earth, even to the farthest isles, … [and] not for a few years only [but] … from the world's creation … till 
the end of time … so that … we may inflame all poor sinners with love of you.” 
 

In 1926, Pope Pius XI established World Mission Sunday (WMS). This special day, organized by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, is a day set aside for Catholics worldwide to recommit ourselves 
to the Church's missionary activity through prayer and sacrifice. Pope St. John Paul II once described 
World Mission Sunday as "an important day in the life of the Church because it teaches how to give: as 
an offering made to God, in the Eucharistic celebration and for all the missions of the world" (Redemptoris 
Missio 81). On WMS we particularly pray for all who live in mission territories across the world and in 
the United States. We pray for those who work as missionaries and those helped by them.  
 



WMS is also a day for us to financially support the good works of the missions. Over 1,100 mission 
dioceses receive regular annual assistance from the funds collected! Each year, these mission dioceses 
submit requests to the Pontifical Mission Societies for assistance with catechetical programs, seminaries, 
the work of religious communities, communication, transportation, the building of chapels, churches, 
orphanages, and schools, and the list goes on. In the U.S. there are several mission dioceses, including the 
Diocese of Salina, Kansas where Father David Metz, my best priest friend from seminary, is pastor. 
 

Every year, the needs of the Catholic Church in mission dioceses grow– new dioceses are formed, new 
seminaries are opened because of the growing number of young men hearing Christ's call to follow Him 
as priests, areas devastated by war or natural disaster are rebuilt, and other long-suppressed areas are 
opening up to hear the message of Christ and His Church.  
 

On October 23, we will recommit ourselves to our common vocation through Baptism to be missionaries, 
through prayer, participation in the Eucharist, and by generously sharing our financial gifts in the WMS 
collection. Our financial support provides critical assistance to missionaries and communities of faith in 
the most economically disadvantaged regions of the globe and the United States through the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association. Working with limited means, 
missionaries address all forms of material and spiritual needs to build up the church, affirm human dignity, 
alleviate poverty, encourage dialogue and inspire hope.  
 
In the United States, there is much missionary work for us to do…it’s a work of re-evangelization. Today 
in the U.S., more than 30 million people define themselves as ex-Catholics, one out of every 11 people, 
constituting the second largest religious group behind those identifying as Catholics. There’s the almost 
viral rise of the “nones,” those who don’t identify with any religion. In fact, the Pacific Northwest, 
described as the “none zone”, has the largest population of people who self-describe as being “spiritual 
but not religious.” One of the most troubling worries of many middle-age parents and grandparents is for 
family members who have stopped going to Mass and have abandoned the Christian faith of their 
upbringing. There’s the shuttering of Churches, schools, convents and seminaries. There are many 
dioceses in the U.S. where priests pastor multiple churches and are “circuit riders”, traveling dozens and 
even hundreds of miles every Sunday to bring Christ to people. I myself did that for over 15 years; and I 
can tell you from personal experience that takes a toll on our priests and people physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. This is our reality in the Archdiocese of Seattle. (More about that another time soon). 
 

As we approach World Mission Sunday this weekend, the thoughts of St. Thérèse can give us some 
important direction for the Church today, especially in our country. The need for a more effective sharing 
of our faith cannot be denied. Eleven days before she died, St. Therese the Little Flower said that she 
wanted “even to save souls after my death.” She was excited that her missionary zeal would no longer be 
constrained by “cloister and grille.” She felt that “my mission is about to begin, … of making God loved 
as I love him,” and that her heaven would be spent “doing good on earth.” She said, “I cannot be happy 
rejoicing, I cannot rest, until all souls are saved.” The Little Flower is spending her heaven praying for us, 
that we and the whole Church might receive the fruit of her prayers to the Jesus and realize that we are 
the laborers he is summoning to be his missionaries, taking in his ripe harvest and doing good on earth. 
 

May God be with you. His joy. His peace. His love.  
 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


