
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Advent: A Time for Reconciliation 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service   

Next Saturday – December 3rd at 3:30pm, we will be having a parish Advent 

Reconciliation Service. Fr. Fred, SJ will be joining me to pray with you and offer the 

sacrament of Reconciliation. We have not had an all-parish Reconciliation Service 

during Advent in years past. It is my hope that you will make this time for Confession 

a priority. Beginning Advent with reconciliation is a most excellent way to prepare a 

way for the Lord in our hearts. 
 

What are you thankful for this Thanksgiving weekend as you begin the sacred season 

of Advent and a new liturgical year? As you think about your answer to this question, 

I hope one of the things you are thankful for is the gift of reconciliation; the healing of 

relationships in your life.  Thankfulness takes the sting out of adversity in our life. 

There is a great element of mystery when we give God thanks for everything.  When we do so, regardless of our 

life situations, Jesus gives us joy and fills our hearts with hope. Thankfulness opens our hearts to God’s presence 

and our minds to God’s thoughts…which is the spiritual gift of Wisdom. All of life is gift of God and His 

unconditional, sacrificial and providential love for us.   
 

As people across the nation contemplate the question of what they are most thankful for this holiday weekend, it’s 

important to remember that giving thanks is an action of the heart.  Thanksgiving is a personal response to ways in 

which life is blessed, strengthened and enriched first and foremost by God.  It’s sad and fascinating to me to see 

people talk about what they are thankful for without giving reference or credit to God.   

 

The sacred and short season of Advent reminds us of the many ways God loves us and gives thanks for us. Sending 

us Jesus shows God the Father’s immense gratitude for us.  He loves us so much that He gives us His only-Begotten 

Son. Advent presents us with an opportunitiy to strengthen our relationship with Jesus and with each other by 

making room for Him in our hearts.  When we seek the Lord’s healing in our relationships….specifically in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession; we give God our thankful response for His love and mercy for us. Jesus’ 

sacramental grace strengthens our hearts with thanksgiving. Please think about that and pray on that this week. 

 

May God’s Advent peace, joy and love be with you. 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


