
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Advent: A Time for Renewal 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

So much of how we live from day to day is determined by the climate and the 

environment we live in.  For instance…our life on Vashon and Maury in many 

respects is determined by the ferry schedule if we need to go to the mainland.  

Or, think about the change of seasons.  With the transition from autumn to 

winter, changing weather patterns affect our everyday environment. Our first 

brush with a light dusting of snow this past week reminded me that winter is on 

its way.  My sister Carol who lives in Cle Elum was texting me pictures all week 

of Cle Elum’s first significant snowfall….nearly a foot of snow fell overnight.  

This is quite a change for Carol who lived in the snow-less warm weather of 

San Diego for over 30 years.  Despite the cold temperatures and moisture that 

brings forth snow and ice, one of the beautiful gifts of snow is its calming 

influence that it has on us.  Snow blankets everything. Snow  quiets the noise of our everyday life with a 

peacefulness that renews. One way to think of the Advent season is that it is a time of renewal. 
 

Advent gives us the time to prepare for renewal in our relationship with God.  Advent reminds us to pause 

and pray; to sit in stillness and silence, and allow the comforting gift of God’s mercy to cover us.  There 

are many ways to keep Advent: we count time with Advent Wreaths, Advent Calendars, Jesse Trees. We 

read and pray with the Sacred Scriptures of Advent especially the prophets Isaiah & Jeremiah. We do 

daily Advent devotions. We decorate our homes and our church with lights, nativity scenes, and Christmas 

trees. We take time to visit with family and friends. We sing and listen to Advent & Christmas music. We 

read stories or watch movies about the birth of Christ.  These are all ways for us to experience renewal. 
 

One of my favorite Advent movies is “Noelle” made in 2007. This film tells the story of Father Jonathan 

Keene, a Catholic priest who comes to a small American fishing village along Cape Cod, Massachusetts 

in the Advent season. He is sent there to shut down a dying parish, only to experience personal renewal 

and transformation as he encounters the eccentric townspeople and parishioners who live there. “Noelle” 

offers an Advent message of redemption and renewal that gives way to expectation and hope for new life.  
 

Advent is a time for us to be more aware of seeking God’s renewal.  During this time  we can be more 

intentional of spreading the light of Christ to others, especially to the poor, the forgotten and homebound, 

and those who are homeless. When we focus on the renewal that Advent offers, the Lord’s birth will 

become more meaningful and miraculous in our world and in our hearts. This week, let’s think where we 

need renewal in our life. What do we need to change so that others can learn from watching us that Christ 

is alive and walks among us?   
 

May God’s Advent peace, joy and love be with you. 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


