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Respecting and Cherishing the Treasures of Life 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 
In our Mass Readings this weekend, we are reminded that faith is the most important and powerful treasure of 
life. Cultivating the gift of our faith is at the heart of being Catholic. It’s at the heart of being human. Faith 
brings us, both clarity and truth to the fundamental questions of our human existence: Who am I? Why am I 
here? What is my life’s purpose and direction? This is why learning about our faith at every age of life is 
fundamental is so important: Intergenerational Faith Formation. Each one of us at SJV is a member of a 
family; a blood family and a parish family that is nurtured and strengthened by love, sacrifice, faith. Each of 
us have spiritual treasures of faith to share and receive from each other.  
 
A few weeks back, I was sorting through some of my childhood mementos that my mother had preserved: a 
pair of white leather baby booties that I wore as an infant, a Memorex audio tape (recording of my dad teaching 
me the Lord’s Prayer), and a ceramic tile inscribed with special prayer by Father William Armstrong, s.j. 
entitled “A Child’s Prayer”. This was a gift that my godparents gave me (to my parents) when I was baptized, 
and it’s still one of my favorite prayers to this day. These three items are some of my life’s most precious 
material treasures that are emblematic of the spiritual treasures that my parents and godparents shared with me 
growing up.  
 
This weekend we celebrate Respect Life Sunday and begin Respect Life Month. “Called to Serve Moms in 
Need” is the theme of this year’s Respect Life Month. As we devote October to reflecting on the gift of human 
life, I’d encourage you to take stock in the treasures of your life…spiritual treasures and material treasures. I 
owe so much to my parents. I am and will be forever grateful to them for their love for me in giving me life, 
making countless daily sacrifices, and sharing with me faith.   Join me in praying throughout the month of 
October, this year’s Respect Life Prayer, offered by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of Christ, Your Son, with faith and trust.  
Grant your protection to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. 
Gud us as we strive to make our parish communities places of welcome  
and assistance for mothers in need.  
Help us to become instruments of God’s love and compassion. 
 
Mary, Mother of the Church,  
graciously help us build a culture of life and a civilization of love,  
together with all people of good will,  
to the praise and glory of God, the Creator and love of life. Amen. 
 
May God be with you. His joy. His peace. His love, 
 

Fr. David    
Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 
Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 


