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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
12/7:  Malta - To Be Announced 
 
12/8: Malta - 5:30 PM: Repose of Jack Lind  r/b  Knights of Columbus 
 
12/9:  Malta - 8:30 AM:   Repose of Silvia Solberg r/b   Bruce & Darlene Cum-
mings 
 
12/10:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Mike Davis  r/b Julie  & Gary Howell 
 
12/11:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Maynard LaFond Familyr/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
12/12:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose Mel Spoonheim r/b Helen DePuydt 
 
12/13: Dodson - 8:30 AM:  Tom LaBrie  r/b  Ed and Bonnie LaBrie 
 
          Malta - 10:00 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
 
          Saco—  12:00 PM:  Paul Morrow r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
  

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
12/6:  2nd Sunday of Advent;  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalms 85:9-14; Peter 3:8-14; 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
12/7:  St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church; Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalms 
85:9-14; Luke 5:17-26 
 
12/8:  The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of 
Obligation);  Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalms 98:1-4; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 
1:26-38 
 
12/9:  St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin;  Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalms 103:1-4, 8 and 
10; Matthew 11:28-30 
 
12/10:  Thursday in the 2nd week of Advent;  Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalms 145:1 
and 9-13; Matthew 11:11-15 
 
12/11:  St. Damasus I, Pope;  Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalms 1:1-4 and 6; Matthew 
11:16-19 
 
12/12:  Our Lady of Guadalupe;  Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19; 12:1-
6, 10 Judith 13:18-19; Luke 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
 
12/13:  3rd Sunday of Advent;  Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11; Luke 1:46-51,54;  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

NOTICE:      MASS TIME CHANGES—STARTING JANUARY 3RD 2021 

Saturday Evening   4:00 p.m.   No Change 

Sunday—Saco—8:30 a.m. 

      Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                 Dodson—2:00 p.m.  



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 
Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 

Ann Clouse, Chayten Pippin, Jim Nieber, Hi-Line Retirement Center, Deb Taylor, 
Terry Idler,  Marshal Kline, Paul LaBrie, Jacob LaBrie, and those from our area 
serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Jack Lind,  Dale McNamara, Donald Ereaux, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Jubilation to Share 

Sometimes you have something to share with 
people that causes you to well up inside with 
excitement to the point of going crazy. A 
pregnancy test, a pay raise, a college 
acceptance, a wedding or engagement are all 
examples of moments in life when we might 
be bursting at the seams to tell somebody the 
good news. When we finally get the chance to 
tell somebody, joy just seems to flow through 
us with ease. We literally want the entire world 
to share in our jubilation. 

When was the last time you shared with a 
friend or loved one how much your faith in 
Jesus means to you? You don’t feel the same 
motivation to share? Are you not overwhelmed 
with a desire to spread the Good News? 

Don’t feel bad. You are not alone. As 
Christians, we often fail to grasp the powerful 
implications of being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
We can become complacent and lose sight of 
what matters the most. That is when sharing 

with others about our faith seems 
uncomfortable. 

Faith is a gift. As everyday stewards we are 
called to share with others what God has given 
us. Advent is a great time to grow in our faith 
and love of the Lord. The more we cultivate 
our faith and the closer we draw to Him, the 
more we will want to share about Him. We 
might not have the impact of John the Baptist 
in the course of human history, but our 
proclamation of the Gospel to another might be 
the gift that changes their history. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word 
of God and a life of prayer.  

Thank you for all your prayers and financial support! Although we’re not “passing 
the basket”, we still need your generous donations. You can drop off your 
donations at the baskets in the front of the church, mail them to Box 70, Malta, MT 
59538. 

*There is no longer online giving. Direct deposits from your account into your 
parishes account is available. Please contact Mariah for routing numbers* 



In the first reading prophet Isaiah consoles the Jews in 
exile in Babylon, giving them Yahweh’s assurance that 
their 60 years of Babylonian captivity will end soon 
and that they will be going home as free people. He 
says that Israel’s sins are forgiven now, and the exile is 
over. Isaiah wants the people to consider their return 
journey as their second Exodus. Isaiah instructs the 
exiles that they are to return home in a grand religious 
procession, with God leading them as a faithful 
Shepherd. To pave the way for this procession, valleys 
and mountains are to be leveled, and a highway is to be 
created in the wilderness. God will lead them to the city 
of Jerusalem in Judah. Thus, God first accomplished 
the salvation proclaimed by Isaiah by leading the exiles 
back from Babylon. However, on a deeper level this 
word foretold the coming of Jesus. The words of Isaiah 
about the “voice of one crying out in the desert: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths,’” were a prediction of John the Baptist. He was 
calling upon people to prepare for the coming of the 
Lord.  And the Lord was Jesus who brought about true 
liberation from the bondage of sin for all mankind.  

Today’s Second Reading makes it clear that the 
salvation promised by Isaiah was not completely 
accomplished even by the first coming of Jesus.  It is 
only when Jesus comes again at the end of time that 
Isaiah’s words will be entirely fulfilled. Hence, Peter 
warns against false teachers who have given up any 
expectation of   Christ’s return because of its long 
delay. As the years rolled by, non-Christians began 
ridiculing those Christians who still expected Christ’s 
second coming. A few Christians, in fact, began to 
believe that it would never happen. So, Peter reminds 
them that even though the Second Coming seems to be 
delayed, Christ will indeed come as promised. Peter 
also reminds them that God doesn’t reckon time the 
way we do since, to Him “one day is as a thousand 
years and a thousand years are as a day” (Ps 90). In 
other words, the risen Lord is eternal and infinite and so 
is not restricted or measured by time in fulfilling 
promises. Besides, God “is patient” with us, giving us 
more time to repent of our sins and renew our lives. So, 
Peter assures his people that Christ’s promise will be 
fulfilled. That is why we say in the Nicene Creed, “He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and His Kingdom will have no end.” We, then, 
are expected to wait, leading lives of holiness and 
godliness. 

Today’s Gospel tells us that the restoration of the fallen 
world has already begun, starting with the arrival of 
John the Baptist, the forerunner of the Messiah. John 
speaks of one, more powerful than he who will baptize 
us with the Holy Spirit. Each of us has received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit in Baptism, and now we live in the 
Spirit each day, waiting for the return of our Lord. 
Thus, we become John the Baptist’s successors, 
preparing for Christ’s return which will bring a new 
and perfect world. The most amazing thing is, he, a 
Jew, was asking fellow-Jews to submit to that which 
only a Gentile was supposed to need, because the Jews 
considered themselves to be clean. John was convinced 
of the truth that even the chosen people needed true 
repentance and renewal of life to receive their long-
awaited Messiah. We tend to think of repentance as 
feeling guilty about our sins, but it is much more than 
that. The Greek word, metanoia, means a change of 
mind or direction. word, metanoia imply “a total 
change of spiritual direction.” Hence, John’s message 
calls us to confront and confess our sins; to turn away 
from them in sincere repentance; to receive God’s 
forgiveness. The Lord says, “For if you forgive men 
their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your 
Father will not forgive your transgressions.” So, let us 
not allow what others have done destroy our life. We 
can’t be forgiven unless we forgive. Let us let go of 
that bitterness and allow God to work healing in our 
life. Perhaps we need to draw closer to Him. Like the 
prodigal son’s father, God will run to meet us. He will 
throw His arms around us and He will forgive us and 
restore us. He will receive us as His sons and 
daughters. Let us draw close to Him today, and He will 
draw close to us. 

Fr. Felix 

ADVENT II [B]: (Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8) 



PCCW Happenings 

 The Sisters in Hays would be grateful for help with food.  They eat rice, beans (black 

and black-eyed) lentils, canned tomatoes, fruits, and vegetables (potatoes, onions, car-

rots) they do not use sugar.  They need toilet paper, and feminine hygiene products 

{napkins}. They are tea drinkers.  They use eggs of course and milk. They have used 

powder milk before . Cuddle Duds are something they could use.   I would think size me-

dium to large and one size  is 3X.  Sweaters would also be good.   

Faith Formation Study on Salvation 

In these study sessions of LECTIO, you will discover the profound importance, mean-
ing, purpose, and beauty of Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, as seen through the 

eyes of the Church. 

The study sessions are every Monday 

6:00 -7:30 p.m. 

Religious Education Center. 

Contact:  Crystal Mears 654-7307  or  Brenda Rummel 301-0936 

December 8th—Holy Day of Obligation:  

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

December 10th—Finance Council Meeting 

December 20th—Youth Mass 

Christmas Eve—4:00 Vigil Mass 

Christmas Day—Regular Sunday Schedule 

RCIA Classes.  If anyone is interested in RCIA classes please contact Tom DePuydt.   

(Contact information can be found on page 10 in the Bulletin)  



Gospel Meditation 
People knew over a year in advance that the Pope 
was coming for a visit to America and the prepara-
tions began. Security, space limitations and re-
quirements, protocols, crowd management, itiner-
aries, invitations, regulations, and so much more 
was necessary to pull this event off effectively. 
It’s not every day that we get a visit from such a 
prominent dignitary. Thought, effort, meticulous 
attention to detail and vision all are necessary to 
make this thing work. After all, he can’t just show 
up in the ordinary and normal daily routines of life 
and catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be 
purchased, buses rented, hotel rooms reserved, and 
travel arrangements made early because it will be 
impossible to see him if we wait too long! 

We do this kind of preparing not only for promi-
nent religious figures but for political dignitaries, 
notable sports figures, people of fame, and even 
actors. If an individual intrigues us, we are going 
to want to do all we have to do to get a “good 
seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this 
much of our attention? We are asked to prepare 
the way of the Lord and to do so not with frantic 
frenzy but patient enthusiasm. We do not have to 
stand on a street corner making profound an-
nouncements about God’s coming or become 
overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. 
Our task is quieter, more interior, captivating, and 
consuming. We are asked to change. We have to 
conduct our lives with holy devotion. 

Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t 
you want the “best seat” in the house? You don’t 
want to miss Our Lord’s arrival when he comes, 
do you? After all, if he comes while you are going 
about your daily routines without you even know-
ing, he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come 
in disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner, mi-
grant, refugee, or someone who is lost. Would you 
be ready to recognize him then? Preparing for the 
coming of Christ requires a change of mind, heart, 
and behavior. It is not adequate to simply do the 
things we always do. We want our lives to speak 
of the exciting news of Christ’s coming and the 
joy that the Gospel brings. It has to do with our 
demeanor, values, priorities, choices, and how we 
structure daily routines. Of course, it involves sac-
rifice. All anticipations do! Are you excited, capti-
vated, enthusiastic, and sitting on the edge of your 
seat eager to celebrate his coming among us at 
Christmas, and waiting for him to come again? If 
not, why not? 

 

LPi 

 

Posture Change for Mass Directed 

By Bishop Michael Warfel 

“After consultation with the Diocesan Worship 

Commission and with members of the Priests’ 

Council on this question, the normal posture fol-

lowing the Lamb of God at Mass will be kneeling 

until the beginning of the Communion proces-

sion. The effective date in which all parishes are 

to return to the kneeling posture following the 

Lamb of God is the First Sunday of Advent.” 

Bishop Michael has asked that all the faithful 

of Eastern Montana pray the “Prayer to the 

Holy Family for the First Synod of the Dio-

cese of Great Falls-Billings”. Priests have 

been asked to pray this prayer at every Mass 

beginning on Sunday, November 29th, the 

First Sunday of Advent, and continue until 

the conclusion of the Synod in September 

2021. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 

Lana Fortin 654-4811, lanafortin03@gmail.com 



Word of Life from the USCCB 
“Having received the gift of the Gospel 
of Life, we are the people of life and a 
people for life. It is our duty to proclaim 
the Gospel of Life to the world. To 
proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. 
Gratitude and joy at the incomparable 
dignity of the human person impel us to 

bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of 
all people and make it penetrate every 
part of society.”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Active Waiting… 

The Second Vatican Council reflects upon 
the relationship between the coming of 
Christ and our activity to prepare for it. In 
the Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World, we read, "Far from 
diminishing our concern to develop this 
earth, the expectancy of a new earth should 
spur us on, for it is here that the body of a 
new human family grows, foreshadowing 
in some way the age which is to 
come....When we have spread on earth the 
fruits of our nature and our enterprise -- 

human dignity, brotherly communion and 
freedom -- according to the command of 
the Lord and in his Spirit, we will find 
them once again, cleansed this time from 
the stain of sin, illuminated and 
transfigured, when Christ presents to his 
Father an eternal and universal 
kingdom...." (#39). In other words, the 
spirit of Advent should naturally bolster 
our pro-life efforts, and the progress we 
make in promoting human dignity becomes 
the "building blocks" for the eternal 
kingdom. 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



 
BECOME A KNIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Faith, Family, Community, Life 

 

Join the Knights online for free until December 31, 2020. 

Join now and receive a 2020 Knights of Columbus Christmas ornament* 

*Ornament supplies are limited, so join now! 

www.kofc.org/joinus 

Code: MCGIVNEY2020 

Join us in praying the Rosary before Mass. 

Tuesdays at 5:10 p.m.  

Wednesday—Friday at 8:10 a.m. 

Saturday—3:40 p.m. 

Sunday— 9:40 a.m. 

http://www.kofc.org/joinus
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