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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
1/4:  Malta - To Be Announced 
 
1/5: Malta - 5:30 PM:  Poor Souls  r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
1/6:  Malta - 8:30 AM:   Ed & Janet LaFond r/b   Bruce & Darlene Cummings 
 
1/7:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Elizabeth & Jacob Stein  r/b Maynard & Mary 
Lafond 
 
1/8:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Gaylord LaFond Jr. r/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
1/9:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose Norman Spoonheim  r/b Helen DePuydt 
 
1/10: Saco - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Sally Demarais Smith  r/b  Mary & Maynard & Mary 
Lafond 
 
           Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
 
           Dodson—12:30 PM:  Repose of George & Pat Tayloro r/b  Mary & Maynard 
LaFond 
 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
1/3:  The Epiphany of the Lord; National Migration Week;  Isaiah 60:1-6; 
Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
1/4:   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious;  1 John 3:22—4:6; Psalms 2:7,8, 10-
12; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 
 
1/5:   St. John Neumann, Bishop;  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mark 6:34-44 
 
1/6:   St. André Bessette, Religious;  1 John 4:11-18; Psalms 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;  
Mark 6:45-52 
 
1/7:   St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest;  1 John 4:19—5:4; Psalms 72:1-2, 14, 
15, 17; Luke 4:14-22 
 
1/8:   Christmas Friday;  1 John 5:5-13; Psalms 147:12-5, 19-20; Luke 5:12-16 
 
1/9:   Christmas Saturday;  1 John 5:14-21; Psalms 149:1-6, 9; John 3:22-30 
 
1/10:  The Baptism of the Lord;  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 29:1-4,  9-10;  Acts 
10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11 or Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-6; 1 John 5:1-9; Mark 1:7-11 
 

NOTICE:      MASS TIME CHANGES—STARTING JANUARY 3RD 2021 

Saturday Evening   4:00 p.m.   No Change 

Sunday—Saco—8:30 a.m. 

      Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                 Dodson—2:00 p.m.  



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Corrine Hould, Ann Clouse, Chayten Pippin, Jim Nieber, Hi-Line Retirement 
Center, Deb Taylor, Terry Idler,  Marshal Kline, Paul LaBrie, Jacob LaBrie, and 
those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of David Broadbrooks, Jack Lind,  Dale McNamara, 
Donald Ereaux, the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their 
families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one month unless specified. 

Thank you St. Jude for prayers be-

ing answered.  C. M. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things 

If you’re on social media, you have probably 
seen a meme going around that features this 
quote: “God has a plan for your life. The 
enemy has a plan for your life. Be ready for 
both. Just be wise enough to know which one 
to battle and which one to embrace.” 

There were certainly two competing plans for 
the Magi: God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as 
they supposedly were, it wasn’t entirely easy 
for the Magi to discern which was which. 

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered 
the Magi hospitality and kindness. Though the 
Gospel doesn’t say so, he probably flattered 
them and appealed to every moral weakness he 
could observe in them. In his palace, they must 
have felt great physical comfort — rest and 
tables of plenty on what was an otherwise long 
and treacherous journey. 

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, 
I’ll bet they would have admitted that, 

regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a 
gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence. 
When they looked upon the Christ Child, born 
in a stable without any of the comforts of the 
world or protections of wealth, they probably 
felt the opposite. They probably felt safe. 

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right 
plan spelled out for them in a dream, but for 
the rest of us, it’s enough to remember this: 
God’s plan is often the one that leads us to 
places of great simplicity, great humility and 
great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view 
power with suspicion, and innocence with 
admiration. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word 
of God and a life of prayer.  

Thank you for all your prayers and financial support! Although we’re not “passing 
the basket”, we still need your generous donations. You can drop off your 
donations at the baskets in the front of the church, mail them to Box 70, Malta, MT 
59538. 

*There is no longer online giving. Direct deposits from your account into your 
parishes account is available. Please contact Mariah for routing numbers* 



Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, the 
Greek word Epiphany which means appearance or 
manifestation is used to describe Jesus’ first 
appearance to the Gentiles, here it refers to God’s 
Self-revelation as well as to the revelation of Jesus 
as His Son. The angels revealed Jesus to the 
shepherds, and the star revealed him to the Magi, 
who had already received hints of Him from 
Jewish Scriptures. Later, God the Father revealed 
Jesus’ identity to Israel at his Baptism in the 
Jordan. In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus 
revealed himself as the promised Messiah. Finally, 
he revealed his divinity as a miracle worker at the 
wedding of Cana.  

Today’s first reading mentions non-Jews bringing 
gifts in homage to the God of Israel. Here the 
Prophet Isaiah consoles the people in exile, 
speaking of the restoration of the New Jerusalem 
from which the glory of Yahweh becomes visible 
to the pagan nations. The prophet in this passage 
foresees that all the nations will acknowledge, 
enjoy and walk by that Light. 

 In the second reading, St. Paul reveals God’s 
“secret plan”–that the mystery of God’s plan of 
salvation in Christ includes both Jews and 
Gentiles. Jesus implemented this Divine plan by 
extending membership in his Church to all 
peoples. The Jews and the Gentiles have become 
“coheirs, members of the same Body and 
copartners in the promise of Jesus through the 
Gospel.” He claims that he was commissioned by 
Christ to reveal this mystery to the world.  

Today’s Gospel teaches us how Christ enriches 
those who bring their hearts to Him. Since the 
Magi came with joy in their hearts to visit the 
Christ Child, God allowed them to see wondrous 
things. The Magi: Casper, Balthazar, and 
Melchior, were not Kings, but a caste of Persian 
priests who served Kings by using their skills in 
interpreting dreams and watching movements of 

stars. Eventually, they were pictured as 
representatives of different peoples and races. The 
three gifts-Gold, frankincense and myrrh may be 
thought of as prophesying Jesus’ future.  Gold was 
a gift for Kings; frankincense was offered to God 
in Temple worship (Ex. 30:37); and myrrh was 
used by the High Priest as an anointing oil (Ex. 
30:23), and to prepare bodies for burial. These 
gifts might have been God’s way of providing for 
the journey that lay ahead of Jesus.   

The Epiphany can be looked on as a symbol of our 
pilgrimage through life to Christ. The feast invites 
us to see ourselves as images of the Magi, a 
people on a journey to Christ. Today’s Gospel also 
tells us the story of the Magi’s encounter with the 
evil King Herod. This encounter symbolizes three 
reactions to Jesus’ birth: hatred, indifference, and 
adoration. Herod and his group planned to destroy 
Jesus, the priests and scribes ignored Jesus and the 
shepherds, and the magi adored Jesus and offered 
themselves to Him. Let us join the last group by 
offering ourselves to Him. 

Let us conclude with Christina Rossetti’s “A 
Christmas Carol”, which sums up, “What can I 
give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I 
could give a Lamb. If I were a wise man, I could 
do my part. What can I give Him? Give Him my 
heart!” Amen. 

Fr. Felix 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2: 1-12  



RCIA Classes.  If anyone is interested in RCIA classes please contact Tom DePuydt.   

(Contact information can be found on page 10 in the Bulletin)  

St. Jude Novena 

Let us begin, In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the Church honors and invokes you 

universally, as the patron of difficult cases, of things almost despaired of, Pray for me, I am so help-

less and alone. Intercede with God for me that He bring visible and speedy help where help is almost 

despaired of. Come to my assistance in this great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 

heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings, particularly  

(Mention your request here…)  

And that I may praise God with you and all the saints forever. I promise, O Blessed St. Jude, to be 

ever mindful of this great favor granted me by God and to always honor you as my special and pow-

erful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to you.  

Amen 

   Say 1: Our Father… Say 1: Hail Mary… Say 1: Glory Be…     Say for 9 days and post a public 

thank you.  



Gospel Meditation 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he 
searched frantically on his dimly lit desk for the 
current electric bill. “I know I put it right on top of 
these papers this morning!” Growing in frustration 
and bordering on anger, he flies stuff around, 
moves books and opines why simple tasks need to 
be so hard. Enter his wife, who calmly says, 
“Maybe it would help if you put the light on, 
dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and behold, 
there is the electric bill right where Bob left it ear-
lier. All it took was a little light! 

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either 
we are distracted, determined, disinterested, pre-
occupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the 
above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvious. We 
would rather live our lives with the dimmest of 
lights or even in total darkness. Why are we afraid 
to do something so that we can actually see? It 
might help us to find quicker and better answers to 
problems, the meaning of life, relationships, hap-
piness, and what is ultimate truth. Yet, we stumble 
along, moving things from one side to the other, 
getting angry, feeling cheated, being unsettled, 
resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once 
again. 

“And behold, the star that they had seen at its ris-
ing preceded them, until it came and stopped over 

the place where the child was.” The light has 
come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ! 
We no longer have to fumble in the darkness. We 
have been gifted with the illumination we need to 
see our way through things and find what we real-
ly are looking for. All these years later, however, 
so many are still reluctant to accept him. Perhaps 
they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied, 
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Every-
one has their own reason for not wanting to turn 
on the switch. 

But there are so many answers to so many of our 
problems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A sim-
ple birth teaches us about God’s tender wedded 
relationship with humanity. It speaks to the ex-
panse of God’s salvation across the globe, and the 
incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a 
part of our life moment to moment. It calls us to 
understand the design of world order God intend-
ed as found in the Beatitudes, the sacredness of 
every human life and all of creation and the mean-
ing of things we struggle with most, like suffering 
and death. We have a lot of Good News to share, 
not just with a privileged few but with all the 
world. All races and creeds can receive God’s 
healing word. God continues to manifest himself 
even now! Use the light to find what you are real-
ly looking for! 

LPi 

Posture Change for Mass Directed 

By Bishop Michael Warfel 

“After consultation with the Diocesan Worship 

Commission and with members of the Priests’ 

Council on this question, the normal posture fol-

lowing the Lamb of God at Mass will be kneeling 

until the beginning of the Communion proces-

sion. The effective date in which all parishes are 

to return to the kneeling posture following the 

Lamb of God is the First Sunday of Advent.” 

Dates to Remember 

January 6th—Religious Education Re-

sumes 

 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

 Goal Remaining Past Due 

Malta: $15,520.00 $5,524.00 92,305.91 
Dodson: $3,204.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Saco: $2,525.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-27-2020 

 12-27                Needed  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $1,246.95         $3,879.78    $25.00 
Dodson: $320.00             $416.18  $0.00 
Saco: $183.00             $470.96  $0.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 

Lana Fortin 654-4811, lanafortin03@gmail.com 



Word of Life from the USCCB 
“Through the Incarnation and birth of 
Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of 
all human life. Human life, as a gift of 
God, is sacred and inviolable. The Son 
of God has united himself with every 
human being and desires for us to share 
eternal life with him… Each of us is 

made in the image and likeness of God, 
and we reflect his glory in the world.”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Life: An “Epiphany” of God 

“Life is always a good. … Why is life a 
good? This question is found everywhere 
in the Bible, and from the very first pages it 
receives a powerful and amazing answer. 
The life which God gives man is quite 
different from the life of all other living 
creatures, inasmuch as man, although 
formed from the dust of the earth (cf. Gen 
2:7, 3:19; Job 34:15; Ps 103:14; 104:29), is 
a manifestation of God in the world, a sign 
of his presence, a trace of his glory (cf. Gen 
1:26-27; Ps 8:6). This is what Saint 

Irenaeus of Lyons wanted to emphasize in 
his celebrated definition: ‘Man, living man, 
is the glory of God’. Man has been given a 
sublime dignity, based on the intimate bond 
which unites him to his Creator: in man 
there shines forth a reflection of God 
himself” (The Gospel of Life, n. 34). 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



Join us in praying the Rosary before Mass. 

Tuesdays at 5:10 p.m.  

Wednesday—Friday at 8:10 a.m. 

Saturday—3:40 p.m. 

Sunday— 10:10 a.m. 
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