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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
2/8:  Malta - To Be Announced 
 
2/9: Malta - 5:30 PM:  Repose of Jack Lind r/b  Knights of Columbus 
 
2/10:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  The Children. r/b   Lana Fortin 
 
2/11:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Special Intentions  r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
2/12:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Poor Souls r/b Lana Fortin 
 
2/13:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose of Caroline Perraut  r/b Helen DePuydt 
 
2/14: Saco - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Mikel Perraut  r/b  Helen DePuydt 
 
           Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
 
           Dodson—12:30 PM: Poor Souls r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
  

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
2/7:  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  Job 7:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 147:1-6; 1 Cor 9:16
-19, 22-23; Mark 1:29-39 
 
2/8:  St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin;  Genesis 1:1-19; 
Psalms 104:1-2, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 35; Mark 6:53-56 
 
2/9:  Tuesday in the 5th week of Ordinary Time;  Genesis:20—2:4; Psalms 8:4-
9; Mark 7:1-13 
 
2/10: St. Scholastica, Virgin;  Genesis 2:4-9, 15-17; Psalms 104:1-2, 27-30; 
Mark 7:14-23 
 
2/11: Our Lady of Lourdes:  Genesis 2:18-25; Psalms 128:1-5; Mark 7:24-30 
 
2/12:  Friday in the 5th week of Ordinary Time;  Genesis 3:1-8; Psalm 32:1-2, 
5-7; Mark 7:31-37 
 
2/13:  BVM;  Genesis 3:9-24; Psalms 90:2-6, 12-13; Mark 8:1-10 
 
2/14:  6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day; 
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46; Psalms 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Cor 10:31—11:1; Mark 1:40-45  

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are really present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to possess You within 
my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 

     MASS TIMES  

Saturday Evening - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Saco - 8:30 a.m. 

      Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                 Dodson - 12:30 p.m.

  



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Lary Poulton, Sarine Venerble, Dallas Green, Missy Boos, Corrine Hould, Ann 
Clouse, Chayten Pippin, Jim Niebur, Hi-Line Retirement Center,  Terry Idler,  
Marshal Kline, Paul LaBrie, Jacob LaBrie, and those from our area serving in the 
military. 

For the repose of the souls of Dale Bruckner, David Broadbrooks, Jack Lind, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 or Dianne Salsbery  654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Embracing Change in Christ 

It’s officially one month since we popped the 
champagne, toasted 2021 and wrote down a 
list of resolutions. This is usually the time 
when we start to take a good, hard look in the 
mirror to assess what we have done — or have 
not done — with the first month of this brand-
new year. 

New years can be scary, can’t they? Full of 
promise, sure, but also full of room for failure. 
Full of space for our old baggage, old fears and 
the continuation of old mistakes. 

The same can be said of Christ, and the new 
life he offers us, if we are brave enough to 
accept it. Opportunities like that can be 
intimidating. In that moment, we might find 
ourselves like the man with the unclean spirit 
crying out: “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us?” 

 

Jesus is a comforter of the afflicted; he is a 
consoling figure, but he is also a challenging 
one. Sometimes we have grown attached to our 
afflictions. The idea of correcting bad habits or 
forming new ones is frankly terrifying to us. 
We have a voice deep inside who sees Christ 
and his invitation to repentance, and it cries out 
in fear: “I know who you are!” 

When we live in the present, disavowing the 
baggage of the past or fear of the future, we 
submit ourselves to the promise of redemption. 
Let us be brave everyday stewards and invite 
Christ’s healing power into our lives. We 
won’t regret it — I’m sure the demoniac never 
did. 

 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word 
of God and a life of prayer.  

Thank you for all your prayers and financial support! Although we’re not “passing 
the basket”, we still need your generous donations. You can drop off your 
donations at the baskets in the front of the church, mail them to Box 70, Malta, MT 
59538. 

*There is no longer online giving.   Direct deposits from your account into your 
parishes account is available at Bank of Malta and FSB . Please contact Mariah  or 
Brenda for routing numbers*  301-0936,  654-1311 



Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 
today’s liturgy challenges us to avoid Job’s 
pessimistic and cynical view of life as a chain 
of sufferings and to accept it with optimism as 
a precious gift from God. It also teaches us to 
do good for others and spend our time, talents 
and lives for others as Jesus did and as St. 
Paul did. 

The book of Job is a long didactic poem 
intended to disprove the ancient Jewish belief 
that God rewards the good and punishes the 
wicked in this life. This passage describes 
God permitting Satan to test His faithful 
servant Job. A prosperous and God-fearing 
man, Job suddenly experienced the successive 
catastrophic losses of wealth, family and 
health. This suffering can be understood only 
in the light of Christ's sufferings and cruel 
execution. The passage reminds us that we 
cannot escape the apparent ultimate 
meaninglessness of life. He permits pain in 
order to appreciate His gift of Life in fullness. 
The Good News we proclaim is that, through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, God has 
joined us to Himself now and forever. Job 
eventually realizes that those who choose to 
give themselves to God will find that life has 
meaning. Of course it is contrary to modern 
psychology. Jesus shows us that we can reach 
perfection only by allowing the risk of 
suffering into our lives and submitting 
ourselves to God’s Wisdom.  

As we read in the second reading, Corinth was 
a center of philosophical and religious 
turmoil, filled with new and strange ideas. 
Some of the Corinthians considered 
Christianity - initiated by Jesus of Nazareth - 

as one of many cults. They also knew that St. 
Paul was one of the former persecutors of 
Christians. That is why, in Chapter Nine of 
this letter, St. Paul explained his authorization 
to preach the Good News of Jesus to the 
Corinthians. He exercised his authority 
modestly, making himself "a slave to all" and 
affirming that he had “no reason to boast.” 
His preaching ministry went beyond what 
Jesus demanded. He emphasized that 
renouncing himself for the sake of a higher 
ideal gave him true freedom. Additionally, he 
achieved a share in the blessing of the Gospel 
by accepting poverty for its sake. He 
encouraged his Corinthian converts to be 
always ready to forgo their own rights for the 
spiritual welfare of a neighbor. His freedom to 
serve was rooted in his free choice as a 
preacher of the Gospel. The purpose of his 
ministry was not to gain personal profit, but to 
draw people closer to God. 

As we here in today’s gospel, Jesus gave 
importance to preaching and teaching; he 
came to bring spiritual salvation and blessing 
to all people. He went from town to town 
preaching the kingdom of God. He used his 
energies to bring healing and wholeness into 
the lives of the people. His purpose was to 
teach, to serve, to give and to share. He 
continues it through the Church and through 
Christians. In the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick, the Church prays for spiritual and 
physical healing, forgiveness of sins, and 
comfort for those who are suffering from 
illness. We all need the healing of our minds, 
our memories and our broken relationships.  
In the Church, all of us should listen to the 
preaching of the Gospel, and we should all  

Fr. Felix 

V Sunday (B): JOB 7:1-4, 6-7; I COR 9: 16-19, 22-23; MK 1: 29-39  



take the responsibility to spread the Gospel by 

our words and actions. Jesus shows us that we 

reach perfection only by allowing the element 

of risk into our lives. Jesus needed prayer for 

his preaching and healing ministry. His prayer 

is a prayer of perfect praise and thanksgiving 

to the Father; it is a prayer of petition for him-

self and for us; and it also a model for the 

prayer of His disciples. Our daily spiritual ac-

tivities also drain us of our spiritual power. So 

we require the spiritual energy that only 

comes to us through our daily prayer and 

scripture reading.  

Let us pray for the grace that we become the 

instruments of Jesus’ teaching, preaching and 

healing ministry, Amen. 

NOTICE:  It is asked that the doors to the basement remain closed and the two swinging 

doors at the back of the church remain closed, except during Mass.  The reasoning for 

this is to keep the heat in the basement and not have the heat coming up into the church.  

Thank you 

BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED - Bible Study with Mary LaFond “Walking Toward Eternity – 

Daring to Walk the Walk”. Engaging the struggles of your heart by making choices for 

today,  by Jeff & Emily Cavins….  begins next Tuesday evening, February 2nd at 

6:30pm and Thursday, February 4th at 9:30am and will be offered for 8 continuous 

weeks. Extra books have been ordered.  Contact Mary LaFond or Anne Boothe to sign up.  



Gospel Meditation 

If I only knew then what I know now, how 
different life would be. This sentiment, ex-
pressed in myriad ways, is found on every hu-
man being’s lips at one point or another. Life 
may have brought us to a vulnerable place 
where we see some of the poor choices we 
made and the effects they are having. Perhaps 
we fell into some destructive and dysfunction-
al relationships or behaviors and are finding 
how they held us captive. Our zeal and pas-
sion for life may have drifted away and we are 
waking up to the reasons apathy has taken 
hold. Life can be hard. In fact, some would 
describe their lives as a drudgery. They walk 
through each day with an anxious unsettled-
ness, wondering when their restlessness will 
cease. There is a temptation to believe that 
what I see is all I will get. Mortality and hope-
lessness await the dawn. If I could only have 
known what would come in the future, I could 
have made better choices and avoided all of 
this misery! 

Really? While we can certainly give into 
weakness, sin, impulsiveness, and idiosyncra-
sies that cause us to stumble over ourselves, 
life is really a journey. If we don’t make the 
mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity 
and realize the new life God is calling us to, 
then there are thrills, adventures, surprises, 
and soul-searching graces we can surely miss. 
We are not tethered to our past nor are we 
bound to the ills life can bring upon us. We 

are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is 
that our myopic vision only allows us to see 
the misery and misfortune that is before us, 
not the potential that can come from choosing 
healthier and more life-giving options. Jesus 
came that we might have fullness of life. We 
need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and 
let him help us to our feet. 

We need to allow God into our pain and heal 
our past. We have to wrestle with our histo-
ries, agonize and search and cry out for the 
Divine healing we need to restore our faith, 
hope, and love. Job could not see how his sto-
ry would end or trust the guidance of the God 
who called him. We live in that same blind-
ness and suffer from the same lack of confi-
dence. Once we allow ourselves to be touched 
by God’s healing power, we begin to see that 
all of the pieces of our lives are necessary 
parts of a greater whole. Along the way of our 
lives, God uses our omissions and failures to 
create new things and possibilities. When 
doors close, others open and we can be 
amazed by the joyful and unexpected surpris-
es we receive. Once we know the power of 
God’s creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving, 
and dynamic presence, it is no wonder we 
want to put ourselves at the service of others 
and show them what life can be. 

Dates to Remember 

February 9th: The next Liturgy & Worship 

Commission meeting is 5PM.  

February 17th:  Ash Wednesday— Mass at 

6:00 p.m. 

Join us in praying the Rosary before Mass. 

Tuesdays at 5:10 p.m.  

Wednesday—Friday at 8:10 a.m. 

Saturday—3:40 p.m.     K of C 

Sunday— 10:10 a.m.   Volunteers 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

 Goal Remaining Past Due 

Malta: $15,520.00 $3080.00 $92,145.91 
Dodson: $3,204.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Saco: $2,525.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Sacrificial Giving for 1-31-2021 

 1-31                   Needed  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $1,060.50          $3,879.78    $25.00 
Dodson: $285.00             $416.18  $0.00 
Saco: $153.00             $470.96  $0.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday Morning. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 

Lana Fortin 654-4811, lanafortin03@gmail.com 



Word of Life from the USCCB 
“A society is all the more human to the 
degree that it cares effectively for its 
most frail and suffering members, in a 
spirit of fraternal love. Let us strive to 

achieve this goal, so that no one will 
feel alone, excluded or abandoned.” 

 

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Child psychiatrist Philip Ney relates, "A woman 
reported telling her nine year old son about her 
abortion, which had taken place years before he 
was born. He said, 'I knew, Mom, that there was 
something wrong. I always have nightmares about 
knives and my mother killing me. I have an 
imaginary brother who wants to kill me. If you had 
not aborted the other, would you have aborted 
me?'" (Abortion Survivors, p.36). 

This is a story repeated more times than most 
people realize, and representing a societal and 
pastoral problem whose proportions are greater 
today than at any previous time in history: the 

phenomenon of tens of millions of abortion 
survivors. 

It is clear that abortion's primary victim is the child 
who is killed. It has also become increasingly clear 
that to kill the child is to harm the mother and 
father as well. What is not always so well known, 
however, is that abortion makes its impact felt on 
those who have had a sibling aborted, and that this 
impact is felt in surprising and astonishing ways, 
which also have wider implications for the whole 
of society. 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-1370, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



The Eucharist: Catholic Beliefs and Practices 

The third in a series of teachings on the Eucharist  

Bishop Michael Warfel 

While the obligation to attend Mass on Holy Days and Sundays is presently suspended due to 

Covid-19, obligation and Eucharist are not words for many Catholics that should be connected. 

For many, opportunity would be a much better word to use for Eucharist. 

With the concern that 

many have about contracting Covid-19 and attendance at Mass, it 

has become a disease that has had a significant impact on the faith 

and the way in which Catholics can worship. Livestream viewing of 

Masses have provided some relief, but these cannot even come 

close to what it means to be physically present at Mass and to 

receive Holy Communion. 

Through the Eucharist, Christ unites Himself with us in an intimate 

communion and raises us to the nature for which God has created 

us. The Fathers of the Church as well as later theologians, reflecting 

on New Testament Scriptures offered a startling affirmation: “Who 

Christ is by nature, we become by adoption.” The term used to describe this is divinization. Re-

call 

the prayer that the priest says during the preparation of the gifts: “May we come to share in the 

divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our humanity.” This does not mean that we 

somehow become divine. It means that, as we surrender ourselves fully to life in Christ, we are 

transformed ever more into the image and likeness of God through the gifts of the sanctifying 

grace. Through grace, we are given a share in the inner life of God. While it is accurate to af-

firm 

that Baptism opens the door to life in Christ, Christ instituted the Eucharist to be the ongoing 

heavenly nourishment of our spiritual life in Him. Baptism begins our life in Christ, Eucharist 

sustains and feeds our life in Christ. As we receive the Eucharist in faith, we grow in grace. 

Through our fruitful reception of the Lord in Holy Communion we become more Christlike.  
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