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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
2/22:  Malta - To Be Announced 
 
2/23: Malta - 5:30 PM:  Michael Fred Ereaux r/b  Knights of Columbus 
 
2/24:  Malta - 6:00 PM:  Foster Children. r/b   Lana Fortin 
 
2/25:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Special Intentions  r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
2/26:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Tom and Jesson LaFond r/b Knights of Columbus 
 
2/27:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose of Dick Morrow  r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
2/28: Saco - 8:30 AM:  Repose Jack Lind & Family  r/b  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
           Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
 
           Dodson—12:30 PM: Repose of Glen & Dale Bruckner and Family r/b  Darlene & 
Bruce Cummings 
 
 
  

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
2/21:  1st Sunday of Lent;  Genesis 9:8-15; Psalms 25:4-9; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 
Mark 1:12-15 
 
2/22:  The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle;  1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalms 23:1-6;  Mat-
thew 16:13-19 
 
2/23:  St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr;  Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalms 34:4-7, 16-19; 
Matthew 6:7-15 
 
2/24:  1st Wednesday of Lent;  John 3:1-10; Psalms 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Luke 
11:29-32 
 
2/25:  1st Thursday of Lent;  Esther  C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalms 138:1-3, 7-8; 
Matthew 7:7-12 
 
2/26:  1st Friday of Lent;  Ezra 18:21-28; Psalms 130:1-8; Matthew 5:20-26 
 
2/27:  1st Saturday of Lent;  Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalms 119:1-5, 7-8; Mat-
thew 5:43-48 
 
2/28:  2nd Sunday of Lent;  Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18;  Psalms 116:10, 15-19; 
Romans 8:31-34;  Mark 9:2-10 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are really present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to possess You within 
my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 

     MASS TIMES  

Saturday Evening - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Saco - 8:30 a.m. 

      Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                 Dodson - 12:30 p.m.

  



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Lary Poulton, Sarine Venerble, Dallas Green, Missy Boos, Corrine Hould, Ann 
Clouse, Chayten Pippin, Jim Niebur, Hi-Line Retirement Center,  Terry Idler,  
Marshal Kline, Paul LaBrie, Jacob LaBrie, and those from our area serving in the 
military. 

For the repose of the souls of Dale Bruckner, David Broadbrooks, Jack Lind, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 or Dianne Salsbery  654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

The Unlikely Suspects 

Have you ever taken a nature walk? Have you 
leisurely strolled through a forest or field, with 
no real destination in mind and your only 
objective being receptivity to and observation 
of all God’s creation? 

Sometimes, Scripture readings can feel like a 
nature walk. All of salvation history plays out 
against the backdrop of the natural world, with 
all elements of God’s creation — plants and 
animals and the dust of the earth itself — 
turning in a supporting performance. How 
about Jesus in the hot and dusty desert, 
tempted, living “among the wild beasts?” Noah 
departed from his ark with the animals he 
rescued, observing God’s sign in the very 
clouds of the sky. Even God Himself, offering 
us salvation from original sin through the 
waters of baptism. 

How often do we remember that God speaks to 
us through all of His creation, even in the 
unlikeliest suspects? 

Let’s go back to the nature walk. It sounds like 
a lovely way to pass an afternoon, amongst 
wildflowers and butterflies, but don’t forget 
the beating hot sun, mosquitos, and threat of 
rain on the horizon. Remember, we’re not in 
heaven yet. Here on earth, God may be present 
in His creation, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
always easy to endure. 

Lent is, essentially, a time to listen for the 
voice of God in places we may not expect: the 
mild irritations you experience when you’re 
craving the chocolate you gave up, or the dull 
pangs of hunger during the Ash Wednesday 
fast. It’s a golden opportunity to see the divine 
hand in all of creation, even those unlikely 
suspects. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word 
of God and a life of prayer.  

Thank you for all your prayers and financial support! Although we’re not “passing 
the basket”, we still need your generous donations. You can drop off your 
donations at the baskets in the front of the church, mail them to Box 70, Malta, MT 
59538. 

*There is no longer online giving.   Direct deposits from your account into your 
parishes account is available at Bank of Malta and FSB . Please contact Mariah  or 
Brenda for routing numbers*  301-0936,  654-1311 



Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, the 
primary purpose of Lent is spiritual 
preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ death 
and Resurrection. The Church endeavors to 
achieve this goal, by leading her children to 
“repentance” through the reordering of their 
priorities and the changing of their values, 
ideals and ambitions, by means of fasting, 
prayer and almsgiving.  

In today’s First reading, God’s covenant with 
Noah after the Deluge was an example of God 
in a providential relationship with all of 
natural creation through the ages. It tells us 
how human being forever broke the original 
covenant that God had made with Adam and 
Eve and how a merciful God found Noah and 
his family with whom to renew the covenant. 
The covenant with Noah consisted mainly of 
God’s promise to care for the earth and not to 
destroy it again by a flood. Through the sign 
of the rainbow, God promised Noah that He 
would love and care for Noah’s descendants 
and for the earth that they inhabited. The 
rainbow often gives the impression of linking 
heaven and earth. Like the rainbow, Jesus is 
the link between God and humankind, 
between heaven and earth. Through the waters 
of Baptism, we are incorporated into the 
Church, the Body of Christ, the living 
Christian community. We learn to grow into a 
people, in union and harmony with our God, 
with others and with ourselves. Lent is the 
time for us to strengthen and renew that 
process in our own lives. 

Today’s second reading was addressed to the 
persecuted Christians of the Church and was 
intended to bolster their Faith. St. Peter 

reminded his readers at that time and to us 
today that an outward sign of the Covenant 
that God made with his people through Jesus 
was Baptism. So Baptism not only removes 
Original Sin but is also our birth into Christ - 
the way we become adopted children of God, 
heirs of heaven, and temples of the Holy 
Spirit. Using traditional formulas of Faith, St. 
Peter affirmed that, in the paschal mystery, 
Jesus had made possible a right relationship 
with God (justification) and life in the Holy 
Spirit (sanctification) for all humankind. 

As we heard in today’s gospel, the 
temptations Jesus faced and defeated help us 
to understand the conflicts that were in Jesus' 
own life and which will be found in ours too. 
The Fathers of the Church explain that Jesus’ 
temptations are described after his baptism to 
teach us why we are tempted and show us 
how we should conquer temptations. Baptism 
and Confirmation give us the weapons we 
need to do battle with Satan. God never 
tempts people, and never permits them to be 
tempted beyond their strength. But He allows 
them to be tempted for the following reasons: 
1) to become stronger than the tempter; 2) to 
grow in humility with God’s grace; and 3) that 
we may realize the preciousness of the grace 
of God. 

Jesus said, "The time is fulfilled.  The 
Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent. Believe 
in the Gospel." Repentance, in Greek 
(metanoia) means a change of mind and heart, 
a lifelong process of transformation. Jesus’ 
announcement - "the time has come,” means it 
has arrived in the person of Jesus, our King 
and Lord.  The presence of this loving power  

Fr. Felix 

LENT I SUNDAY (B): GEN 9: 8-15; I PT 3: 18-22; MK 1: 12-15  



of a merciful and forgiving God is evident in 

the teaching and healing ministry of Jesus. 

The presence of God’s Kingdom in Jesus is 

also revealed by the liberation of people from 

the destructive forces in their lives, by the 

bringing back of the rejected and the outcast, 

by the forgiveness and reconciliation given to 

repentant sinners and, finally, by the supreme 

act of the self-giving love of Jesus’ passion, 

death and Resurrection.  “Believing in the 

Gospel” means a total commitment to the way 

of life presented in the Gospel. 

Let us pray for the grace that we experience 

the presence of Christ within ourselves while 

observing our lent observances, Amen. 

 

NOTICE:  It is asked that the doors to the basement remain closed and the two swinging 

doors at the back of the church remain closed, except during Mass.  The reasoning for 

this is to keep the heat in the basement and not have the heat coming up into the church.  

Thank you 



Gospel Meditation 

St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have 
more, but to be more.” These powerful words 
provide the perfect framework for a conver-
sion oriented Lenten experience. God is giv-
ing us this Lenten sign to stop being con-
cerned about what you have and focus on who 
you are. This requires that we create a desert 
space and listen more attentively for God to 
reveal His presence. It is all so wonderfully 
simple on the one hand and so incredibly chal-
lenging on the other. The message is simple: 
love God, neighbor, and self. Those simple 
words make great sense, but we struggle 
translating them into reality. Our attachments, 
compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines, 
and busyness all anchor us to the “idol of the 
self,” keeping us mired in our compulsive 
need for self-aggrandizement. It’s not about 
us! 

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and 
protect the relationship He has with His peo-
ple. He called us into being, nurtures us in be-
ing, and sustains us in being. Without the 
Loving Divine Presence, all life would cease. 
Once we slow down a bit and clear away 
some of the clutter, we can see how the jour-
ney of our life is unfolding. We can see what 
brings us in and out of tune with God’s love 
and how we can better imitate God’s loving 
fidelity in our relationship with Him. In short, 
we will see our myopic short sightedness and 
figure out how we can better share the Divine 

Fire within with others. Lent isn’t just about 
giving stuff up for forty days and indulging 
again at Easter. We need to push things much 
farther and wrestle with the question of how 
we can be more. “Being more” means becom-
ing more fully alive and in touch with the ho-
liness of life and the divinity that lives in and 
empowers all beings and things. It is realizing 
that the “quality” of our presence is crucial to 
being an effective witness and herald of God’s 
unconditional love. 

The illusion we have bought into causes us to 
believe that the wrong things and systems 
matter. We tirelessly fight to keep things the 
way they are, to return to the former ways of 
doing things or restore some nostalgic fantasy 
memory of “life in the good old days.” Lent 
isn’t about maintaining what we have or re-
turning to something that is gone. It’s about 
becoming something new. It’s about being 
more focused, centered, convicted, and 
grounded so that we can be a person who truly 
loves and treasures being made in the image 
of God. The secret to Gospel living is not 
found in accumulating anything for ourselves, 
even merit points for heaven. Gospel living 
means learning how to live with less so that 
others can live with more. The thought of per-
manently giving something up makes us feel 
uncomfortable. Truth often does. 

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry… 

March 12 & 26th—5:00 until gone 

Curb side service and delivery only 

Price $ 

Pre orders encouraged   654-1435 

Join us in praying the Rosary before Mass. 

Tuesdays at 5:10 p.m.  

Wednesday—Friday at 8:10 a.m. 

Saturday—3:40 p.m.     K of C 

Sunday— 10:10 a.m.   Volunteers 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

 Goal Remaining Past Due 

Malta: $15,520.00 $3080.00 $92,145.91 
Dodson: $3,204.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Saco: $2,525.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-14-2021 

 2-14                     Needed  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $2,449.00          $3,879.78    $25.00 
Dodson: $155.00             $416.18  $0.00 
Saco: $95.00               $470.96  $0.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday Morning. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 

Lana Fortin 654-4811, lanafortin03@gmail.com 



Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-1370, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday during Lent at 

6:30PM – we are seeking leaders for each week.  Fr. Felix has requested we conduct a Good 

Friday Re-enactment – if you are interested in the planning of this activity or helping lead 

Stations, please contact Anne Boothe ASAP. 

PCCW update – Welcome Sunday with brunch or breakfast following will continue - tenta-

tively on the 4th Sunday of each month and hopefully in coordination with the RE Youth.  

Please watch for detailed announcement for Sunday, February 28th. 

The cleansing power of water 

Today’s first reading speaks to us of Noah’s Ark. The flood that God sent upon the world in Noah’s day was a 

cleansing of evil. Now, God cleanses us not by floods, but by the waters of baptism, which bring to us a whole 

new kind of life: the life of God within us. 

Our special efforts in Lent to come closer to God are a response to what has already happened to us! Because 

we have received the new life of God, we have to reform our lives and live as his sons and daughters. We have 

to become who we already are. The holy water we use when we come in and out of Church is a reminder of the 

cleansing waters of baptism, and a reminder of the new life we are called to live. 

God is a God of life, and therefore we are the People of Life. This Lent, let’s look for ways to foster respect for 

life, especially the sick, the disabled, and the unborn.  



This is the year of St. Joseph and we have made a special place in the right front part of the 

church for the statue that was on display in years past.  

Dianne Salsbery and her daughter-in-law, Krissy, refurbished this statue and it is beautiful. 

Thank you to them for the outstanding art talent and work they offered do.  

We put a prayer to St. Joseph on the front of the missal for everyone to recite this year. 
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