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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
5/3:  Malta - To Be Announced 
 
5/4: Malta - 5:30 PM: Repose of Mike Morrow r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
5/5:  Malta - 8:30 AM:   All fallen away Catholics r/b  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
5/6:  Malta - 4:00 PM:  Repose Matilda & Susan Hofer  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cum-
mings 
 
5/7:  Malta - 8:30 AM: Sue Kron 

r/b  July & Gary Howell 
 
5/8:  Malta - 4:00 PM:  Lana Fortin & Family r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
5/9:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—12:30 PM:  Kylie & Kimberly r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
   Saco - 4:00 PM:  Repose Barb Richards r/b  Helen DePuydt 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
5/2:  5th Sunday of Easter;  Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn 
3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 
 

5/3:  Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles;  1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-
14 
 
5/4:  Tuesday in the 5th week of Easter;  Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 
21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 
 
5/5:  Cinco de Mayo;  Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 
 
5/6:  National Day of Prayer;  Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn 15:9-11 
 
5/7:  Friday in the 5th week of Easter;  Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 
[10a]/Jn 15:12-17 
 
5/8:  Saturday in the 5th week of Easter;  Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 
15:18-21 
 
5/9   6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day;  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 
98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

     Saco—4:00 p.m.  

There will be no Mass from May 

10-13. Fr. Felix will be at the 

Priest Retreat. 



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Kylie & Kimberly Woods, Terry Williams, Weir Family, Our Lady of Lourdes 
family, Merlyn Metz, Missy Boos, Corrine Hould Chayten Pippin, and those from 
our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Nikey Nevrivy, Paul Kunze, Dale Bruckner, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s 
Cracked Up to Be 

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, 
would you look at the bark on that thing? The 
others are real duds, but that low-hanging 
branch has really got it all together.” 

I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just 
need to hang out with more arborists, but I 
can’t recall ever hearing someone admire the 
particular beauty of a single branch. When 
someone comments on a tree, it’s usually the 
whole tree — perhaps a visual element of it, 
like the color of the leaves or its height. But 
people don’t usually zero in on one branch. 

Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is 
looking a little weak, chances are every other 
branch is, too. 

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as 
good everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s 
glory. We are the branch on His magnificent 
tree. What we have is from Him, and what we 

do likewise points back to Him. We also tend 
to reflect how well the other branches around 
us are incorporating the nutrients coming their 
way. That’s all fine and good in theory. In 
practice, it can be an arduous exercise in 
humility. 

When I do something virtuous or charitable or 
kind, there is a part of me that wants to stand 
out for it. I think that’s true for all of us. We’ve 
given of ourselves in some way or overcome 
some human temptation to accomplish a little 
bit of good in this world, and even though we 
know God sees us, we’d really love for 
everyone else to see it, too. 

It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to 
remember that our fruit belongs to the whole 
tree. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
The World of Finance 
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate 
the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  

Thank you for all your prayers and financial support! Although we’re not “passing 
the basket”, we still need your generous donations. You can drop off your 
donations at the baskets in the front of the church, mail them to Box 70, Malta, MT 
59538. 

*There is no longer online giving. Direct deposits from your account into your 
parishes account is available. Please contact Mariah for routing numbers* 



Dear brothers and siters in Jesus Christ, 
the theme of today’s liturgy is the need 
for Christians to abide in Christ as a 
condition for producing fruits of 
kindness, mercy, charity and holiness. 

Today’s first reading, concentrates on 
apostle St. Paul, who was pruned like a 
vine to be an apostle to the Gentiles “by 
the will of God” (1 Cor 1:1) It 
describes the consequence of his 
transformation from an enemy of the 
early Christian movement to God’s 
chosen instrument for bringing the 
Gospel to non-Jews. Jesus himself 
pruned away the former Saul, the Saul 
who had persecuted the Church, to 
make Paul, a man whose life was 
entirely dedicated to the proclamation 
of the Gospel. But when Paul, after 
preaching in Damascus for “a long 
time,” came to Jerusalem, the disciples 
in Jerusalem were afraid of him. 
Finally, they recognized the 
transforming power of the Spirit of God 
operating in St. Paul and gave their full 
support to him. Because St, Paul had 
become a vigorous witness for Christ, 
the Hellenists (Greek-speaking Jews), 
tried to kill him. When St, Paul’s life 
was threatened, the other apostles 
helped him to leave Jerusalem and 
return to Tarsus. But even this setback 

in St. Paul’s missionary work turned 
out to be just one more example of 
God’s pruning of Paul – the vine-
branch – to bring forth a greater 
harvest: the mission to the Gentiles. 

St, John says in the opening sentence in 
today’s second reading, “Little 
children, let us love in deed and in truth 
and not merely talk about it.” St. John 
is criticizing pious Christians who are 
comfortable with their petty hatreds 
and uncaring indifference, as though 
such attitudes were acceptable behavior 
for those saved by Christ. The next 
sentence, “His commandment is this: 
We are to believe in the name of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, and are to love one 
another as He commanded us.” This 
summarizes best the essence of 
Christianity which mandates us that we 
must love each other with the same 
selfless, sacrificial, forgiving love with 
which Jesus Christ loved us. St. John 
also reminds us that we are saved 
because we are members of Christ – of 
His Church, in which the Holy Spirit’s 
presence is demonstrated by us. 

Today’s Gospel is part of Jesus’ 
“farewell discourse” during his Last 
Supper with his disciples. Jesus 
explains to his apostles how they and 
their disciples can carry on when he is 

Fr. Felix 

EASTER V [B]: Act: 9:26-31; 1Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 



no longer physically present. Jesus as-

sures them, using the parable of the 

vine and branches, that the life-giving 

Spirit Whom Jesus will send to them, 

will be present and active within and 

among his disciples and their succes-

sors. There are numerous Old Testa-

ment passages which refer to Israel as a 

vine: “The vineyard of the Lord is the 

house of Israel,” sings the prophet Isai-

ah in his song of the Vineyard (Is 5:1-7). 

In this passage, Jesus claims that he is 

the true vine: Since Israel has become a 

degenerate vine producing bitter wild 

grapes, Jesus makes the unique claim 

that he is the true and his disciples are 

the living and fruit-producing branches. 

Because he has pruned them by his 

words. He explains that his Heavenly 

Father is the Vine-grower, those who 

do not abide in him are suitable to be 

cut away and thrown into the fire. Jesus 

is the true Vine, the Church, the Mysti-

cal Body whose Head is Christ. To be 

fruitful, one must be joined to the new 

Vine, Christ. It is living the life of Christ, 

the life of grace, which gives the believ-

er the nourishment which enables him 

or her to yield the fruits of eternal life.  

You can never be “only all for Jesus,” if your love for Our Lady in snot a 

living reality. Come so close to Our Lady that she can take you to Je-

sus….Cling to Our Lady! “Mary, Mother of Jesus, take away all sin from 

my life.” That is satiating the thirst of Jesus. 

Mother Teresa 1983 



Gospel Meditation 

5th Sunday of Easter 

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that 
can easily describe the current display of 
human existence. In addition to the vio-
lence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that 
are common elements of our daily news, 
other essential pieces are misplaced or 
missing. Many lack an objective center 
around which to order and structure their 
lives or a clear set of definable goals or 
mores to act as guideposts and life direc-
tives. It appears that “feelings” have be-
come a “new god” and traditional struc-
tures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if 
history only shows that we got this whole 
thing wrong and many are determined to 
finally set things right. The real truth, 
however, is that while wrongs and errors 
are certainly a part of our often-checkered 
past, it is hardly the case that all was 
wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the his-
tory of our lives, but to learn from mis-
takes that were made, and preserve the 
perennial wisdom at the root of our suc-
cesses. Learning is an essential part of be-
ing human. 

The question becomes, however, from 
whom do we learn? Some have such a 
hard time placing God in that position, but 
that is precisely where God needs to be. 
God is the Master Teacher from whom all 
of humanity learns and gets its cues. It is 
in and through this relationship with the 
Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and 
pruned into the people we are intended to 
be and can be. It is only in God that we are 
able to find our best selves. Sadly, many 

think that religion too, as well as history in 
general, has also gotten all this wrong. 
Yet, our resurrection faith tells us differ-
ently. We are reminded, today especially, 
that we are meant to remain in Christ as 
Christ remains in us. We are also remind-
ed that Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the 
vine upon which we grow, the branches 
that flow from the source of God’s life. 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a pain-
ful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own 
desires and wants aside and allow God to 
step in and direct and guide our growth. 
But this is the only way to prevent deadly 
weeds from overtaking us and bringing us 
to a place of self-destruction. God’s com-
mandments are the very guideposts and 
benchmarks we need, yet many seek to 
remove them from all public view because 
they appear to limit self-expression and 
suppress what is considered by many to be 
“human freedom.” They are the only way 
we can find freedom, however. And, until 
we learn this fundamental lesson, we will 
continue to spiral out of control, never re-
ally knowing who we are, what our poten-
tial can be or how life really can be lived. 
We will not know peace.  



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 4-25 

 4-25                 Needed  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $2,482.50        $7475.50    $25.00 
Dodson: $240.00           $416.18  $0.00 
Saco: $232.00           $470.96  $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 

Lana Fortin 654-4811, lanafortin03@gmail.com 



Word of Life from the USCCB 
“Even the weakest and most 
vulnerable, the sick, the old, the 
unborn and the poor, are 
masterpieces of God’s creation, made 
in his own image, destined to live 
forever, and deserving of the utmost 

reverence and respect.” 

USCCB Respect Life flyer quoting 
Pope Francis’ “Day for Life 
Greeting”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

God makes no Distinctions 

On February 27, 2006, Pope Benedict XVI said the 
following in a talk to the Pontifical Academy for 
Life: 

“The sacred books, in fact, set out to show God's 
love for every human being even before he has 
been formed in his mother's womb. 
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I consecrated you" (Jer 1: 5), 
God said to the Prophet Jeremiah. And the Psalmist 
recognizes with gratitude: "You did form my 
inward parts, you did knit me together in my 
mother's womb. I praise you, for you are fearful 
and wonderful. Wonderful are your works! You 
know me right well" (Ps 139[138]: 13-14). 

These words acquire their full, rich meaning when 
one thinks that God intervenes directly in the 
creation of the soul of every new human being. 

God's love does not differentiate between the newly 
conceived infant still in his or her mother's womb 
and the child or young person, or the adult and the 
elderly person. God does not distinguish between 
them because he sees an impression of his own 
image and likeness (Gn 1: 26) in each one. 

He makes no distinctions because he perceives in 
all of them a reflection of the face of his Only-
begotten Son, whom "he chose... before the 
foundation of the world.... He destined us in love to 
be his sons... according to the purpose of his 
will" (Eph 1: 4-6).” 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



Announcements  5-2-2021 

• Sunday, May 9th.   A Cake Reception honoring high school seniors and 

all Mothers as they share this special day will be hosted by PCCW.   All parish 

members and guests are invited and encouraged to attend immediately after 

Mass.  Please come celebrate together! 

• Wednesday May 12:  Practice for Youth receiving the Sacraments. 6:00 p.m. 

at St. Mary’s Church. 

• Saturday, May 15th.   A Cake Reception honoring all children completing 

their First Sacraments with Bishop Warfel will be held immediately following 

4PM Mass.  All families and parish members are welcome and encouraged to 

congratulate our youth on this special occasion.   

Praying the Memorare 

The “Memorare (which is Latin for Remember)” is a powerful devotional prayer to 

Mary that was originally part of the 15th Century prayer “Ad Sanctitatis Tuae Pedes, 

Dulcissima Virgo Maria." The prayer, which can be used for a novena is as follows: 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 

fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession, was left un-

aided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To 

you do I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word In-

carnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy, hear and answer me. Amen. 

The prayer is believed to have attained miracles for people in need of desperate help, 

including Saint Teresa of Calcutta (known as Mother Teresa when she was alive) and 

Saint Francis de Sales. According to the book “Selected Letters,” by St. Francis de 

Sales, a “torment of despair” the saint experienced for a month ended suddenly as he 

prayed the “Memorare” after he received holy inspiration to pray it. St. Teresa of Cal-

cutta and her Missionaries of Charity would pray a “Memorare” novena whenever 

there was an urgent need. After they prayed the nine “Memorare” prayers, they prayed 

a tenth in thanksgiving. 




