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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
12/6:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Marty Cochran r

/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
12/7: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Repose of all Deceased Brothers  r/b K of C 
 
12/8:  Malta - 6:30 PM:  Poor Souls r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
12/9:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Jason Bednarczyk r

/b  
Maynard and Mary LaFond 
 
12/10:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  LaFond Family r/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
12/11:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose of Alice Anderson  r/b   Julie & Gary Howell  
 
12/12:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—12:30 PM:  Repose of Doug Oxarart r/b  Mike & Nancy Ereaux 
 
   Saco - 8:30 AM:  Stacy French  r/b

  Maynard & Mary LaFond 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

12/5:      2nd Sunday of Advent;  Baruch 5:1-9; Psalms 126:1-6; Philippians 1:4-
6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 
12/6:    St. Nicholas, Bishop;  Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalms 85:9-14; [cf. Is 35:4f]/Lk 
5:17-26 
 
12/7:    St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church;  Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalms 
96:1-3 and 10-13; Isaiah 40:10; Matthew 18:12-14 
 
12/8:    The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary;  Genesis 3:9-
15, 20; Psalms 98:1-4; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; 
Luke1:26-38 
 
12/9:    St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin;  Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalms 145:1 and 9-
13; Matthew 11:11-15 
 
12/10:  Our Lady of Loreto;  Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalms 1:1-4 and 6;  John 8:12; 
Matthew 11:16-19 
 
12/11:  St. Damasus I, Pope;  Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
Matthew 17:9-13 
 
12/12:   3rd Sunday of Advent;  Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah12:2-6; Philippians 
4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—8:30 a.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Howard Rummel, Stacy French, Bev Comstock, Sandra Wiebe, Cory LaBrie, 
Julia Cebulski, Eric Riggs,  Lewellyn McNamara, and those from our area serving 
in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Pat Comstock, Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, 
Cody Drabbs, Harriet Broadbrooks, Gene Taylor, Cliff Rustad, Clifford Johnson, 
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

God’s Personal Assistants 

If you have ever planned a large-scale 
event, whether it’s a musical performance 
or a religious conference, you may have 
dealt with someone’s personal assistant. 
Possibly this person would be a 
representative of the keynote speaker or the 
master of ceremonies for the local bishop; 
perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local 
politician or the lackey of a well-known 
musical act. 

Personal assistants are masters of 
stewardship — overseeing things in their 
boss’ absence. They prepare the way. This 
person’s job is to get everything ready for 
the person in charge, so that when he or she 
shows up — whoever he or she is — it’s 
smooth sailing for them to do whatever it is 
they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, 
what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of 
little things, a gig where attention to detail 
is key. 

God is the guest of honor in our life, the 
keynote speaker, the main event. And what 
He wants — what He needs — to do is to 
change our hearts. Constantly, over, and 
over, and over again. 

We are all His personal assistants in this 
endeavor. We need to prepare the way of 
the Lord, to make straight His paths. We 
need to make everything ready so that 
when He shows up — however He shows 
up, whether it’s in the form of a neighbor 
in need or a burning bush right in front of 
us — everything is ready for Him to do His 
job. 

 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

“To Israel, his chosen, God revealed himself as the only One: "Hear, O Israel: The 

LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might." Through the prophets, God 

calls Israel and all nations to turn to him, the one and only God: "Turn to me and be 

saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.. . To me every 

knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 'Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, 

are righteousness and strength.' "   CCC 201 



Fr. Felix 

ADVENT II (C): Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, the Ad-

vent season challenges us to prepare for the cele-

bration of Jesus’ first coming. We are also to 

prepare for Christ’s present “coming” to us in 

God’s Word, in the Eucharist, in our neighbors, 

in the Christian community, and in the abiding 

presence of the Holy Trinity in our souls. Final-

ly, we are asked to be ready to meet Christ as 

our Judge both at the end of our lives and at the 

end of the world when Jesus will come with 

power and great glory on the clouds of Heaven 

as Judge, bringing our waiting to its everlasting 

completion. The readings today invite us to re-

call God’s saving deeds in the history of Israel, 

culminating in the coming of the promised Mes-

siah. 

Today’s first reading describes how the enemies, 

practically destroyed Jerusalem in 587 BC and 

deported many Jews to Babylon. Almost fifty 

years later (in 538 BC), Cyrus, the Persian em-

peror, defeated Babylon and decreed that the 

exiles could return to their homelands. Many 

Jews returned to Judah and Jerusalem, though 

some stayed behind among the pagans. They 

became known as the Diaspora (dispersion) 

Jews. Although all the exiles were cut off from 

the Temple and the community, most of them 

remained faithful to their religion. They nour-

ished their Faith with the teaching of God’s 

word by prophets, scribes, and priests, primarily 

in their synagogue gatherings. They continued to 

feel their kinship with Judah’s Jews and to ex-

press longing for Jerusalem and its Temple in 

their writings. Baruch’s words remind us that 

Advent is the suitable time for shedding the 

robes of selfishness and materialism in order to 

be clothed with the garments of mercy, kind-

ness, and justice. Baruch declares that the re-

stored exiles will have a new name: “Peace of 

Righteousness and Glory of Godliness.” As the 

Babylonian exiles longed to return to Jerusalem 

and the presence of God, so the people of God, 

during Advent especially, await Christ’s Parou-

sia so that we may return Home to the Promised 

Land, the Kingdom of God. 

Today’s second reading stresses everyone’s 

need for that perpetual readiness to be found in 

leading a righteous life. St. Paul assured the Phi-

lippian Christians that their Heavenly Father, 

who had given them the gift of conversion, 

would continue to bring that “good work” to ful-

filment. He would complete His work “at the 

day of Jesus Christ,” when Jesus would come in 

glory to judge the whole world. For their part, 

St. Paul prays that the Philippians’ “love may 

increase ever more and more, in knowledge and 

every kind of perception to discern what is of 

value so that you may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of right-

eousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 

glory and praise of God.” By virtue of our Bap-

tism in the Lord, we are all fully equipped with 

every grace we need to cooperate with God’s 

plan to get us to Heaven.  

In the Gospel, John the Baptist challenges us to 

prepare the way for the salvation of “all flesh,” 

including our own, by a true repentance leading 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December 8th 

• Is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be at 6:30. Following Mass the youth will present their posters on 
“How to keep Christ in Christmas” and the Knights of Columbus will be hosting a  pizza supper. Everyone is 
invited to stay after Mass. 

 

Sunday - December 12th  

• All PCCW bands are asked to contribute at least 4 dozen cookies/goodies for our annual Cookie Trays of 
Cheer.  Please deliver cookies to kitchen prior to 11:30 on the 12th.  Please join this great ministry as noted be-
low. 

PCCW will meet immediately after Mass on Sunday, December 12th in the Church basement.  We will recap the 
fall Harvest Dinner and assemble and deliver cookie/goodie trays to parish members in need of good 
cheer!  Everyone is invited - we will separate duties and use safety protocal.  All ladies are welcome to join the 
fun. 

 

Sunday, December 19th -  

• Youth Mass coordinated by the Religious Education program  

• Liturgy & Worship Commission invites everyone to join in decorating our church for Christmas immedi-
ately following Mass.    

to the renewal of our lives. Fulfilling the Lord 

God’s words to Israel through Isaiah, John, by his 

preaching of repentance and a change of life is 

“the voice of one crying out in the desert: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His 

paths…’” For us, this command means that we 

are to prepare a royal road in our hearts for our 

Savior, a way that will take us from the wilder-

ness of sin and alienation to God. John called 

people to repent as a way of preparing their 

hearts and lives for the Lord’s visit. He is calling 

us, too, to get ready for something so great that it 

fills our emptiness with expectation. For salva-

tion, we have to look to Jesus who is present in 

Scripture, in the Sacraments, when we come to-

gether in His Name, in the lives of his followers.  



Gospel Meditation 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our 
need to prepare the way and open the 
door for Christ. “You see that when the 
Word of God knocks hardest on your 
door, it is when his hair is wet with the 
dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to 
visit those who are in tribulation and tri-
al, lest one of them be overwhelmed by 
distress. So, his head is covered with 
dew, with drops, when his body is labor-
ing hard. It is important to keep watch so 
that when the Bridegroom comes, he is 
not shut out. If you are asleep and your 
heart is not keeping watch, he will go 
away without knocking; but if your heart 
is alert for his coming, he knocks and 
asks for the door to be opened to him.” 
When life gets overwhelming and diffi-
cult and we find ourselves feeling a bit 
downhearted and miserable, these words 
can bring great comfort. 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in 
our uncomfortable darkness and being 
stuck becomes our norm. In this time of 
self-focus our hearts are closed to the 
graces and life God desires to give us. 
Wrapped in the robe of mourning and 
misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, 
and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. 
If we take seriously the need to prepare 
the way for Christ and open our hearts in 
preparation for his visit, we can hear 
God’s gentle voice calling us deep with-
in. It beckons us to seek out its source 

and discover the inner calm and peace 
that can prevail over the darkness of des-
pair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark 
that it may seem unsurmountable. Trust-
ing in the spiritual friends who journey 
with us, and God’s promise may bring a 
glimmer of light even when it is most 
difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open. 
Sometimes, the only light in the darkness 
is found in trusting the faith of others 
both past and present. 

We have to trust that God has already 
begun the accomplishment of good work 
in us and that humanity is on an incredi-
ble journey to something wonderful and 
awesome. God is not done. When we 
open the doors of our hearts, straighten 
the paths of our lives, and prepare the 
way, Jesus can come with God’s simple 
gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life 
throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get 
tired and confused. We have to train our 
hearts to keep watch, discern what is of 
value, and forge ahead. Not allowing 
ourselves to become so weighed down 
by things and brought out of focus is a 
tremendous goal to achieve this Advent 
season. God is knocking. Answer the 
door. You will see and understand life in 
ways you never thought possible before. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 11-28 

 11-28                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $936.50          $25.00 
Dodson: $521.00          $0.00 
Saco: $115.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Word of Life from the USCCB 

Jesus calls each of us to ‘care for the other 
as a person for whom God has  
made us responsible’ (EV 87). ...The 
encyclical The Gospel of Life  
recognizes the full range of threats against 
human life, from poverty and  
malnutrition to murder and war. Particular 
emphasis, however, is placed on  

threats to life at its beginning and end—
precisely when it is most in need of  
protection. In modern times, children in 
their mothers’ wombs and those  
approaching the end of their lives are 
certainly among the ‘least of these’ in  
our world’s estimation.”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

 The pain of abortion – from one who 
knows… 

“When I found out I was pregnant, I 
was so scared and felt like I didn’t know 
where to turn.  I felt like I had no other 
choice.  After I had my abortion I felt 
relief at first. But after 7 years of denial 
it finally hit me. I was so scared when I 
found out what an abortion really [is].  I 
was so angry at my family and 
boyfriend (now husband). I felt like 

nobody was there for me. I was angry at 
the clinic personnel for saying 
everything would be fine.  I found 
Project Rachel and they helped me start 
to grieve [for] my child. So many 
women feel that if they had more 
support and truth during their crisis 
pregnancy many lives would have been 
saved.” Help is available: Call 1-800-
712-HELP. 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



 

Saco: 

• Christmas Day- 8:30 a.m. 

• Sunday –8:30 a.m. 

 

Dodson: 

• Christmas Day-5:00 p.m. ( Meets Sunday Obligation) 

Holiday Schedule Sacristan Lector Hospitality 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. 

Stacy French Wilma Mavencamp 

Dianne Salsbery 

Shawn Bleth 

Meagan Bleth 

Christmas Day 

10:30 a.m. 

Alora Snider Margaret Hanson 

Diane Leibel  

Wade Hasler 

Betty Hasler 

Sunday 

December 26th 

Cheryl Moore Lana Fortin 

Cliff Merriman 

Anne Boothe 



 
 


