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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
12/13:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Gene Taylor  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
12/14: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Repose of William E O’Neil Jr.  r/b The Extension Society 
 
12/15:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Poor Souls r/b  Lana Fortin 
 
12/16:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Jason Bednarczyk 
r
/b   Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12/17:  Malta - 8:30 AM:  Repose of Benny Milks r/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
12/18:  Malta - 4:00 PM: Repose of Cliff Johnson  r/b   Julie & Gary Howell  
 
12/19:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—12:30 PM:  Repose of Donna Ereaux r/b  Mike & Nancy Ereaux 
 
   Saco - 8:30 AM:  Bev Comstock  r/b

  Maynard & Mary LaFond 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
12/12:   3rd Sunday of Advent;  Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah12:2-6; Philippians 
4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 
 
12/13:   St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr;   Nummbers 24:2-7, 15-17; Psalms 25:4-
9; Matthew 21:23-2 
 
12/14:   St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church;  Zephaniah 3:1
-2, 9-13; Psalms 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19 and 23; Matthew 21:28-32 
 

12/15:   Wednesday in the Third week of Advent;  Isaiah 45:6-8, 18, 21-25; 
Psalms 85:9-14; Luke 7:18-23 
 
12/16:   Thursday in the Third week of Advent;  Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalms 30:2 
and 4-6, 11-13;  Luke 7:24-30 
 
12/17:   Friday in the Third week of Advent;  Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalms 72:1-
4, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17 
 
12/18:   Saturday in the Third week of Advent;  Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalms 72:1-
2, 12-13, 18-19; Matthew 1:18-25 
 
12/19:   4th Sunday of Advent;  Micah 5:1-4; Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; He-
brews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—8:30 a.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
LeRoy Rummel, Lona Darrah, Laura Pancratz, Stacy French, Bev Comstock, 
Sandra Wiebe, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, Eric Riggs,  those from our area 
serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock, 
Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, Cody Drabbs, the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and 
for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

The Well That Never Dries Up 

Depending on how your mood is today, the 
words of Paul will hit you differently. 
“Rejoice always,” he tells us. Well, if your 
football team is poised to win this weekend 
or next, maybe you’re really feeling this 
vibe. But if you’ve got a long slog at work 
ahead of you this week and a to-do list that 
only seems to grow and never shrink, it 
may make you grumble. “Rejoice always? 
Always? When I’m tired? Cranky? When 
I’m sick of doing and giving? Thanks, 
Paul. I’ll be sure to scribble that phrase on 
a Post-It and stick it to my dashboard for 
when some entitled punk inevitably cuts 
me off on tomorrow’s morning commute.” 

When we feel this way, we know it’s time 
to head back to the well. Think of all the 
places in Scripture where God compares 
His love, His mercy, His salvation to water. 

And not just any water — living water, 
water that moves. God’s strength is not a 
stagnant puddle sure to evaporate and 
disappear. It’s water you can keep coming 
back to. It’s water that never dries up. 

Which is good news for us, because we 
never stop failing to do what we should, 
never stop failing to feel the joy and the 
compassion and the selflessness we are 
called to. We need a source of living water 
if we are going to ‘rejoice always.’ To be 
everyday stewards, we need a well that 
never empties. 

The fountain of salvation never dries up. 
There is always more there for us to draw 
from. It’s a sign of His commitment — so 
let us, in turn, be committed to Him. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus himself affirms that God is "the one Lord" whom you must love "with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength". At the same time Jesus 

gives us to understand that he himself is "the Lord". To confess that Jesus is Lord is distinctive 

of Christian faith. This is not contrary to belief in the One God. Nor does believing in the Holy 

Spirit as "Lord and giver of life" introduce any division into the One God: 

We firmly believe and confess without reservation that there is only one true God, eternal infi-

nite (immensus) and unchangeable, incomprehensible, almighty and ineffable, the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit; three persons indeed, but one essence, substance or nature entirely 

simple. CCC202 



Fr. Felix 

Advent III-C (Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18)  

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. Today 

we light the rose candle of the Advent wreath to 

express our communal joy in the coming of Je-

sus, as our Savior. Advent is a time for joy, as 

we anticipate the anniversary of the birth of Je-

sus. 

In today’s first Reading, the prophet addresses 

the people who have been burdened with war, 

destruction, and displacement. Their lives have 

been assaulted, and their hopes have been 

dashed. The prophet Zephaniah anticipates the 

disaster that is soon to befall his people. But he 

also anticipates the goodness of God Who will 

not abandon the people who have been called, 

consecrated, and committed to Him through the 

bonds of the Covenant. Now, however, they will 

have reason to rejoice: “The Lord has removed 

the judgment against you” and “the King of Isra-

el, the Lord, is in our midst;” “you have no fur-

ther misfortune to fear.” The message concludes 

by giving the assurance, “He will rejoice over 

you and renew you in His love.” Fears raised by 

wars and terrorism need not prevent us from 

trusting God who continues to encircle us with 

love and will grant us peace. 

Today’s second Reading emphasizes the rela-

tionships that the followers of Jesus are expected 

to develop. Now, St. Paul through his letter sent 

while he was imprisoned, encourages the Philip-

pians to “Rejoice.” They have to ignore the petty 

internal rivalries of the non-Philippians. He re-

minds the Philippians and us that the Lord Jesus 

is our motive for, and the Guarantor of, our joy, 

which we are to share with everyone by means 

of kindness and serenity. He encourages the Phi-

lippians to be kind to all, to rejoice without any 

anxiety and to raise prayers of petition and 

thanksgiving to God in order to enable their 

hearts to be filled with the peace of God. St. 

Paul reminds us too, that God’s presence in our 

world not only gives us a reason to rejoice but 

also gives us a reason to relate kindly to those 

around us.  

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist explains the 

secret of Christian joy as a wholehearted com-

mitment to God’s Way lived out by doing His 

will. According to the Baptizer, happiness 

comes from doing our duties faithfully, doing 

good deeds for others, and sharing our blessings 

with those in need. John challenges people to 

develop generosity and a sense of fairness, and 

to use these to give others reason to rejoice. 

John’s call to repentance is a call to joy and res-

toration. Repentance means a change in the pur-

pose and direction of our lives. Filled with joy-

ful expectation that the Messiah is coming near, 

the people ask John, “What should we do?” He 

tells them to act with justice, charity, and hones-

ty, letting their lives reflect their transformation. 

For us, that transformation occurs when we rec-

ognize that Christ has already entered our lives 

at Baptism, and that His Presence is to be re-

flected in our living in the ways John suggests. 

We must care for others and share our blessings 

with others to live out our Faith, Amen. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday - December 12th  

• All PCCW bands are asked to contribute at least 4 dozen cookies/goodies for our annual 
Cookie Trays of Cheer.  Please deliver cookies to kitchen prior to 11:30 on the 12th.  Please 
join this great ministry as noted below. 

PCCW will meet immediately after Mass on Sunday, December 12th in the Church base-
ment.  We will recap the fall Harvest Dinner and assemble and deliver cookie/goodie trays to 
parish members in need of good cheer!  Everyone is invited - we will separate duties and use 
safety protocol.  All ladies are welcome to join the fun. 

 

Sunday, December 19th -  

• Youth Mass coordinated by the Religious Education program  

• Liturgy & Worship Commission invites everyone to join in decorating our church for 
Christmas immediately following Mass.    

PCCW will also be serving brunch  - free to all.  Please come join in this fellowship.   

You’ll find the Christmas Mass Schedule in the bulletin 

Morning Offering 

O my God, I offer thee all my prayers, works, joys and suffering in union with the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus, for the intentions for which he pleads and offers himself in the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass, in thanksgiving for they favors, int reparation for my sins, and in humble supplication for 

my temporal and eternal welfare, for the wants of our holy Mother the Church for the conver-

sion of sinners, and for the relief of the poor souls in purgatory.  I wish to gain all the indul-

gences attached to the prayers I shall say and to the good works I shall perform this day. Amen 



Gospel Meditation 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

“From silly devotions and sour-faced 
saints, good Lord, deliver us!" St. Teresa 
of Avila 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is 
the best medicine.” In many ways, it re-
ally is. When was the last time you really 
laughed? The gift of imagination allows 
us to see possible things that are yet to 
be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. 
We take life too seriously sometimes. 
Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, 
disappointment, and myriad other human 
experiences can rob us of the joy needed 
for laughter. God never promised us an 
easy road, and we do have to take the 
course of our lives seriously. However, 
there is a balance to be sought and a pos-
sible joy that can be brought even to the 
darkest and most challenging of encoun-
ters. 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, 
“Joy is not found in the material objects 
surrounding us but in the inner recesses 
of the soul. One can possess joy in a 
prison cell as well as in a palace.” Fall-
ing in love with God, who is present in 
all of creation, allows us to bring a depth 
of understanding to everything we do 
and experience. We can more easily see 
above and beyond things while pursuing 
the only One who can truly satisfy our 
hearts. When we realize that God, the 
king of Israel, is in our midst and with 

us, there is no further misfortune to fear. 
We can celebrate the wonder and beauty 
of God’s gift of joy. It is no wonder that 
many saints radiate joy and have no res-
ervations expressing laughter. They are 
happy because they have found a pearl of 
great price. 

We celebrate with joy today with hearts 
filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and 
beauty as we ready ourselves, even more 
excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. 
Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If 
you haven’t laughed in a while, why? 
Something is preventing you from ex-
pressing the magnificence of your soul 
and the presence of God who dwells 
within. God’s power and presence within 
us assures us that we are loved and kept 
in that presence. What more is really 
needed? Rejoice and laugh in the pres-
ence of God! It really is the best medi-
cine and a most perfect way to convince 
others that God is really with us. “Go 
ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and 
serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with 
peace, is the sister of charity. Serve the 
Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of 
Pietrelcina) 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-5 

 12-5                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $936.50          $25.00 
Dodson: $521.00          $0.00 
Saco: $115.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Word of Life from the USCCB 

Jesus calls each of us to ‘care for the other 
as a person for whom God has  
made us responsible’ (EV 87). ...The 
encyclical The Gospel of Life  
recognizes the full range of threats against 
human life, from poverty and  
malnutrition to murder and war. Particular 
emphasis, however, is placed on  

threats to life at its beginning and end—
precisely when it is most in need of  
protection. In modern times, children in 
their mothers’ wombs and those  
approaching the end of their lives are 
certainly among the ‘least of these’ in  
our world’s estimation.”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

 When the year 1000 was about to dawn, 
people fled to mountains, expecting the 
return of Christ. When 2000 came, people 
feared major computer -- and hence 
societal -- breakdowns.  Neither happened. 
Yet both moments in history remind us of 
something deeper, the lesson of 
Advent.  Advent means "coming." The 
Lord wants us to anticipate and prepare for 
His coming, not as something that we 
hinge on a particular date or identify with a 

particular calamity, but as an ordinary 
aspect of our daily Christian living. On the 
one hand, we know He is coming; on the 
other, we don't know when. Yet every 
moment is an opportunity to make that 
coming more central to our lives.  Lord, 
may we welcome you daily in your Word, 
your Sacraments, and in all our brothers 
and sisters!    

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



 

Saco: 

• Christmas Day- 8:30 a.m. 

• Sunday –8:30 a.m. 

 

Dodson: 

• Christmas Day-5:00 p.m. ( Meets Sunday Obligation) 

Holiday Schedule Sacristan Lector Hospitality 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. 

Stacy French Wilma Mavencamp 

Dianne Salsbery 

Shawn Bleth 

Meagan Bleth 

Christmas Day 

10:30 a.m. 

Alora Snider Margaret Hanson 

Diane Leibel  

Wade Hasler 

Betty Hasler 

Sunday 

December 26th 

Cheryl Moore Lana Fortin 

Cliff Merriman 

Anne Boothe 



 
 


