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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
12/20:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Jason Bednarczyk  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cum-
mings 
 
12/21: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Repose of William E O’Neil Jr.  r/b The Extension Society 
 
12/22:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Wink Cole r/b  His Loving Family 
 
12/23:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Jason Bednarczyk 
r
/b   Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12/24:  Malta - 5:00 :  Repose of Dillon & Baika Cassel r/b The Mears Family 
 
12/25:  Malta - 10:30 A.M.: Repose of Cliff Rustad  r/b   Julie & Gary Howell  
             Saco—8:30 A.M.   Poor Souls r/b Lona Fortin 
             Dodson—5:00 P.M.  Howard Rummel r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12/26:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—12:30 PM:  Repose of Don Ereaux r/b  Mike & Nancy Ereaux 
 
   Saco - 8:30 AM:  The Wiebe family  r/b

  Maynard & Mary LaFond 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
12/19:   4th Sunday of Advent;  Micah 5:1-4; Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; He-
brews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
 
12/20:   Monday in the 4th week of Advent;  Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalms 24:1-6; 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
12/21:   St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church;  Songs 2:8-14 or 
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Psalms 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 
 
12/22:   Wednesday in the 4th week of Advent;  1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 
2:1, 4-8; Luke 1:46-56 
 
12/23:   St. John of Kanty, Priest;  Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalms 25:4-5, 8-10 
and 14; . Luke 21:28; Luke 1:57-66 
 
12/24:   Christmas Eve;  Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalms 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-
17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
 
12/25:   The Nativity of the Lord;  Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalms 98:1-6; Hebrews 1:1-
6; John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 
12/26:   The Holy Family;  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalms 128:1-5; Colossians 3:12
-21 or 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-5 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—8:30 a.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Staci French, LeRoy Rummel, Lona Darrah, Laura Pancratz, Stacy French, Bev 
Comstock, Sandra Wiebe, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, Eric Riggs, those from our 
area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock, 
Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, Cody Drabbs, the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and 
for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Baby Jesus’ Wish List 

Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going 
by now — gift ideas for everyone from 
your nephew to your goddaughter to your 
mailman. But what about the birthday boy? 
What’s the gift Jesus gets from you this 
Christmas? 

If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, 
you know all about the sacrifices God asks 
of the Israelites, referred to in the reading 
from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a 
chore to read — a little repetitive, a little 
intimidating. There’s a lot of very specific 
actions that God asks His Chosen People to 
complete to make up for whatever they 
have done wrong. In essence, it’s a bit of a 
wish list for gifts. 

But it’s a wish list that can really confuse 
you. What’s God going to do with a cereal 
offering? The kidneys of an animal? If you 

look closely, what God is doing here is 
beautiful. He’s customized his wish list to 
only those things He knows the Israelites 
can give. It’s God saying, in what amounts 
to theological baby-talk for folks who 
barely know of Him and His ways, exactly 
how they could be stewards. “Do this, but 
don’t do that. If you do that, do this and 
you will find My mercy.” 

Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of 
Christ — is less precise because by the 
time of Christ, God’s people have grown in 
understanding of love and mercy and 
relationship with the divine. Through 
Christ, we find out that God’s real wish list 
didn’t really consist of cereal offerings and 
the kidneys of various animals. It’s far 
simpler, but luckily, it’s something we still 
have on-hand. All He wants is our whole 
heart. 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

God revealed himself to his people Israel by making his name known to them. 

A name expresses a person's essence and identity and the meaning of this per-

son's life. God has a name; he is not an anonymous force. To disclose one's 

name is to make oneself known to others; in a way it is to hand oneself over by 

becoming accessible, capable of being known more intimately and addressed 

personally. CCC 203 



Fr. Felix 

Advent IV (C): Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, today’s 

liturgy reminds us that the mystery of the Incar-

nation comes to ordinary people living ordinary 

lives, who have the openness to do God’s will 

and the willingness to respond to God’s call.  

In today’s first reading, prophet Micah prophe-

sies that: “Israel will be led by a new king, who 

will come from the town of the great historic 

King David, and from David’s family.” The sit-

uation existing when Micah wrote seems to be 

that which prevailed at the end of the Exile, 

when hopes ran high for the restoration of the 

Davidic monarchy. With a background of kings 

who heard and spoke Yahweh’s word, but never 

did anything different because of it, the Lord 

God speaks through Micah about a future, God-

rooted king, who “shall stand firm and shepherd 

His flock by the strength of the Lord.” The fu-

ture, kingly descendant of David, of Whom the 

Lord God speaks here, will lead the Israelites to 

victory over their enemies and, “He shall bring 

peace” (Micah 5:4). Micah expresses a rare 

hope: if God’s people recognize and follow the 

religious insights of this one special Davidic 

King, they will receive the peace they’re seek-

ing. 

Today’s second Reading, St. Paul gives the as-

surance to the Jewish converts that  Christ and 

their relationship with Him in the Church will 

replace and improve what they have given up. 

St. Paul explains that true Faith entails doing 

God’s will by carrying out God’s commands in 

our everyday lives. Hence, St. Paul reminds us 

that Christ took a body to have an instrument 

through which He would be able to offer this 

sacrifice of perfect, loving obedience to the will 

of God. “You have prepared a body for me… 

Behold I said, I come to do your will.” This 

means that our bodies are the meeting place of 

God and human beings. That is why, as a believ-

ing community, we take our bodies seriously. 

We wash them in the waters of Baptism; anoint 

them with holy oil to seal them in the Holy Spir-

it; and feed them with Bread from Heaven. In 

addition, when we are ill, we ask the priest to 

anoint our bodies with holy oil. When we die, 

we honor our bodies with Christian burial. 

In the Gospel, St. Luke describes how the two 

cousins greeted one another, one running to as-

sist the other. Elizabeth’s unborn child, touched 

by the Holy Spirit, leaped with joy. Elizabeth 

was the first to hear the words, but John was the 

first to experience the grace. Mary’s journey to 

visit Elizabeth had enormous significance for St. 

Luke’s Jewish and Gentile readers. It showed 

them that Mary’s womb was truly the place of 

God’s presence. This story suggests a mysteri-

ous parallel between Mary’s journey into the hill 

country and the movement of the Ark of the 

Covenant to the same place on its way to Jerusa-

lem. Both the Ark and Mary are greeted with 

“shouts of joy;” both are sources of joy for the 

households into which they enter; both the Ark 

and Mary remain in the hill country for three 

months. In the same way that King David had 

leapt and danced with joy in the presence of the 

Ark of the Covenant (2 Sml 6:12), so John is 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday - December 12th  

• All PCCW bands are asked to contribute at least 4 dozen cookies/goodies for our annual 
Cookie Trays of Cheer.  Please deliver cookies to kitchen prior to 11:30 on the 12th.  Please 
join this great ministry as noted below. 

PCCW will meet immediately after Mass on Sunday, December 12th in the Church base-
ment.  We will recap the fall Harvest Dinner and assemble and deliver cookie/goodie trays to 
parish members in need of good cheer!  Everyone is invited - we will separate duties and use 
safety protocol.  All ladies are welcome to join the fun. 

 

Sunday, December 19th -  

• Youth Mass coordinated by the Religious Education program  

• Liturgy & Worship Commission invites everyone to join in decorating our church for 
Christmas immediately following Mass.    

PCCW will also be serving brunch  - free to all.  Please come join in this fellowship.   

You’ll find the Christmas Mass Schedule in the bulletin 

the Ark of the Covenant (2 Sml 6:12), so John 

is leaping and dancing within the confines of 

Elizabeth’s womb. Like the Ark of the Cove-

nant, God is journeying throughout His land, 

visiting His chosen people, and blessing them 

with His presence. As the Ark of the New 

Covenant, Mary is the model par excellence 

of what every believer is called to be, the 

dwelling place of the Divine presence on 

earth, Amen. 



Gospel Meditation 

4th Sunday of Advent 

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian 
is a mind through which Christ thinks, 
a heart through which Christ loves, a 
voice through which Christ speaks and 
a hand through which Christ helps.” As 
we look around and out at the world, 
we do not have to search too far before 
we come face to face with inequity and 
injustice. There is so much unfairness, 
prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and 
want. The stories of human heartache, 
people being hurt, deprived of life’s ne-
cessities, loneliness, and sickness are 
far too commonplace. For many of the 
world’s ills, the vices of greed, lust, 
pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly 
among the more significant root causes. 

Why doesn’t God just step in and fix 
this mess? After all, God created this 
world, and one would hope that he 
would step up and take some measure 
of responsibility for it! Once we sit 
with this thinking for a while, we can 
begin to realize just how flawed it real-
ly is. God did take responsibility and 
God did fix the problem! God sent us 
Jesus Christ as the divine solution to 
the world’s ills. It is not God who has 
shirked responsibility, we have. We are 
the ones who continually fail to set our 
own personal needs, wants, and securi-
ties aside so that One more powerful 
than us can use us. 

Mary had to set her needs aside in order 
for the Son of God to come into the 
world. Put simply, Mary listened and 
believed. Having opened herself to be-
ing an instrument of the Divine, God 
could use her as his mind, heart, voice, 
and hand. She became God’s vessel so 
that God’s greatness could reach the 
ends of the earth and peace could come 
upon the world. God’s fix for the 
world’s difficulties is you and me. We 
are the ones who confess that Jesus 
Christ came into the world as the Son 
of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald 
of justice. All we have to do is believe, 
as did Mary, that what has been spoken 
to us by the Lord will be fulfilled. 
Then, we can step aside and be the 
Christians we claim to be. What a dif-
ference it would make if every person 
who professed to be Christian truly un-
derstood that their one and only voca-
tion is to be God’s instrument. What a 
beautiful, equitable, and just world it 
would be. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-12 

 12-12                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $5,159.50          $538.50 
Dodson: $1,871.00          $0.00 
Saco: $385.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Word of Life from the USCCB 

“Perhaps one of your friends has 
become pregnant unexpectedly. As 
someone 

who has been there, I encourage you 
to support your friend in her new 

journey of being a mother.” Learn ten 
tips at respectlife.org/support-her.  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

The Incarnation 

"By his incarnation the Son of God has 
united himself in some fashion with 
every human being" (Vatican II, GS 22). 
This saving event reveals to humanity 
not only the boundless love of God who 
"so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son" (Jn 3:16), but also the 
incomparable value of every human 
person. The Church, faithfully 

contemplating the mystery of the 
Redemption, acknowledges this value 
with ever new wonder. She feels called 
to proclaim to the people of all times 
this "Gospel", the source of invincible 
hope and true joy for every period of 
history. The Gospel of God's love for 
man, the Gospel of the dignity of the 
person and the Gospel of life are a 
single and indivisible Gospel” 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



 

Saco: 

• Christmas Day- 8:30 a.m. 

• Sunday –8:30 a.m. 

 

Dodson: 

• Christmas Day-5:00 p.m. ( Meets Sunday Obligation) 

Holiday Schedule 

 

Sacristan Lector Hospitality 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. 

Stacy French Wilma Mavencamp 

Dianne Salsbery 

Shawn Bleth 

Meagan Bleth 

Christmas Day 

10:30 a.m. 

Alora Snider Margaret Hanson 

Diane Leibel  

Wade Hasler 

Betty Hasler 

Sunday 

December 26th 

Cheryl Moore Lana Fortin 

Cliff Merriman 

Anne Boothe 



 
 


