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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
12/27:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Cliff Johnson  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
12/28: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Repose of Bud Mavencamp  r/b Wilma Mavencamp 
 
12/29:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Wink Cole r/b  His Loving Family 
 
12/30:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Kathy Kings Dad 
 r/b   Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12/31:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
1/1:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  John & Sarah Oyloe r/b  The Mears Family 
 
1/2:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Staci French r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Repose of Fran Kunze  r/b

  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

12/26:   The Holy Family;  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalms 128:1-5; Colossians 3:12
-21 or 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-5 
 
12/27:   St. John, Apostle and Evangelist;  1 John 1:1-4; Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-
12; John 20:1-8 
 
12/28:   The Holy Innocents, Martyrs;  1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalms 124:2-5, 7-8; 
Matthew 2:13-18 
 
12/29:    St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr;  1 John 2:3-11; Psalms 96:1-
3, 5-6; Luke 2:22-35 
 
12/30:    Thursday in the First week of Christmas;  1 John 2:12-17; Psalms 
96:7-10; Luke 2:36-40 
 
12/31:    St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year’s Eve;  1 John 2:18-21; Psalms 96:1-2, 
11-13; John 1:1-18 
 
1/1:        New Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God; World Day of 
Peace;  Numbers 6:22-27; Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
 
1/2:        The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazian-
zen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church;  Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-
13; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Staci French, , Lona Darrah, Laura Pancratz, Stacy French, Bev Comstock, 
Sandra Wiebe, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, Eric Riggs, those from our area 
serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of Leroy Rummel, Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, 
Pat Comstock, Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, Cody Drabbs, the Poor Souls in 
Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Stewardship Ties 

There is a lot of imagery around Christmas 
that has to do with adoption — or, more 
specifically, with a child being loved by 
another as if they belonged to that person 
and loved in such a profound way that in 
time, they do come to belong to that 
person. 

We see this with Joseph and the infant 
Jesus. Joseph is not Jesus’ biological 
father. But through a series of actions, and 
through his faithfulness in small, everyday 
matters, Joseph becomes the foster father 
of Jesus. 

Perhaps we are parents who have adopted 
children, or we ourselves were adopted. 
We have also seen how, through a series of 
actions of love and sacrifice, someone can 
become the parent of a person who is not 
their “blood.” A lot of times these families 

celebrate the day of the adoption. I’ve 
heard it called a “gotcha day,” and it’s 
marked joyously, like a birthday. 

Most of us are not descended from the 
Israelites, God’s Chosen People. But 
through a series of extraordinary actions of 
love and sacrifice, God has made Himself 
our parent, too. And through our own 
actions, and through faithfulness in small 
and everyday matters, we are His children. 

But in this family, instead of blood ties, we 
have stewardship ties. It’s not about who 
we look like, it’s about how we treat one 
another. How we take care of one another. 

So this Christmas, let’s think about how 
we will celebrate our adoption. As much as 
it is Jesus’ birthday, it’s also our “gotcha 
day” — the day we received the gift of 
eternal family. 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

God revealed himself to his people Israel by making his name known to them. 

A name expresses a person's essence and identity and the meaning of this per-

son's life. God has a name; he is not an anonymous force. To disclose one's 

name is to make oneself known to others; in a way it is to hand oneself over by 

becoming accessible, capable of being known more intimately and addressed 

personally. CCC 203 



Fr. Felix 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT: Full text: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus 

Christ, today we celebrate the birth of 

our savior Jesus Christ who offers the 

gift of peace to all those willing to re-

ceive it. 

From today’s first reading, from the 

prophet Isaiah, we come to know that in 

the late eighth century BC, God’s peo-

ple in the Promised Land were divided 

into a northern kingdom, Israel, and a 

southern kingdom, Judah. Assyria was 

the dominant power in the region, op-

pressing the northern kingdom. But, 

following the death of the Assyrian 

monarch, the prophet declares that in 

the darkness, light has shone! Hope for 

endless peace, justice, and righteous-

ness has been kindled and burns bright-

ly. Isaiah prophesies relief for both 

northern and southern kingdoms in the 

person of the new king who will come 

to the throne in the southern kingdom, 

Judah, and reunite the north and south 

by expulsing the Assyrians from the 

north. We see Jesus, the Incarnate Son 

of God and Son of David, the Redeemer 

and Savior of the world, as the final ful-

fillment of the prophecy of this prom-

ised King. The prophecy concludes 

with the now-famous words: “For a 

child has been born for us, a son given 

for us…..” What follows is a descrip-

tion of the yet-to-be-realized the King-

dom of Christ.  

Today’s Second Reading is known as a 

“pastoral letter,” because it is an in-

struction to the pastors dealing with 

Church life and practices. This reading 

focuses on the other coming of Jesus, at 

the end of time, and on the changes that 

we are called to make in our lives. It re-

minds us that we are enabled to live vir-

tuously in the present with hope for the 

future by the saving power of God in 

Christ.  

Today’s Gospel tells us how Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem and how the news of 

His birth was first announced to shep-

herds by the angels. The birth of Jesus 

reminds us that the non-love for their 

neighbors, uncharity, unconcern and in-

human behavior of the people of Beth-

lehem deprived them of having their 

savior born in their own household. If 

we speak in plain language, it can be 



said that the Bethlehem human habitant 

was not clean enough for the savior to 

be born. On the other hand, the animal 

habitant was holy enough for the savior 

to be born. In the same way, the souls 

of the shepherds were holier than the 

souls of Herod and his subjects, which 

is why the shepherds were given the 

privilege of visiting the stable first. 

Christmas reminds us that we need to 

reserve a room in our heart for Jesus 

who is looking for a place to be reborn 

in our lives. We need to love each hu-

man life, and treat others respectfully 

as the living residences of the incarnate 

God. The real meaning of Christmas is 

God revealing Himself to us, bringing 

us forgiveness, healing, comfort, moral 

strength, guidance and dwelling within 

us. Christmas also reminds us that in 

every circumstance of life, even when 

we are frightened, lonely or in sorrow, 

God is with us. So, let’s go home carry-

ing Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior in 

our hearts, Amen.  

 



Gospel Meditation 

The Nativity of the Lord 

“He so loved us that for our sake He 
was made man in time, through Whom 
all times were made; was in the world 
less in years than His servants, though 
older than the world itself in His eterni-
ty; was made man, Who made man; 
was created of a mother, whom He cre-
ated; was carried by hands which He 
formed; nursed at the breasts which He 
had filled; cried in the manger in word-
less infancy, He the Word without 
Whom all human eloquence is mute 
(St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The mir-
acle of what happens at Christmas is 
truly an awesome mystery. Revealed in 
the silent ordinariness of life is God’s 
intimate love for humanity and all that 
he made. The Word, existing for all 
time, comes and dwells among us. God 
kisses us. We can seek and soar with 
playful delight as a joy never known 
before fills our heart. 

Joy is best expressed through dance. 
There is just something truly wonderful 
about the self-abandon a beautiful me-
lodic dance reveals. If we are able to let 

go and really be free, it celebrates life 
in a way few other experiences really 
can. With the birth of Jesus Christ, God 
takes the Divine Dance to a deeper and 
more tangible level. We can now not 
only see what we believe but believe 
what we see! This most perfect dance is 
a call to beauty, innocence, truth, pur-
pose, hope, faith, and love. Today we 
know, beyond doubt, that we are a nec-
essary part of God’s beautifully choreo-
graphed masterpiece of life and not just 
a random happening without real intent 
or purpose. We are loved, treasured, 
and blessed. 

Accepting the truth of God’s birth in 
time we also accept an invitation to 
dance with God. We can let go of what 
tethers us to anxious concerns and su-
perficial securities. Throw caution to 
the wind and go with God. We have 
been blessed with talents, gifts, and life 
eternal. Follow the rhythm of the dance 
with joy and listen to what the Word 
who became flesh tells us about what 
the next steps can be. Today, heaven 
remains the same, but earth has been 
profoundly changed. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-19 

 12-19                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $4,074.00          $25.00 
Dodson: $200.00          $0.00 
Saco: $307.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Word of Life from the USCCB 

“Like every other human family, the Holy 
Family had to confront real and concrete 
challenges. Yet, ‘in 
every situation, Joseph declared his own 
‘fiat’’ (PC 3). His ‘yes’ to the Lord meant 
that regardless of the 
hardship and personal sacrifice to himself, 
he consistently chose to put the needs of 

Mary and Jesus 
before his own. Joseph’s devotion helps 
reveal to us our own call to show special 
care for the lives of 
those whom God has entrusted to us.”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Sanctuary of Life 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the 
Holy Family. Though he was conceived of 
a virgin, Jesus nevertheless lived as a son 
in a human family -- a family which points 
the way for the rest of us. 

The family is the sanctuary of life. There 
can be no life without family, and there can 
be no family without life. The family, 
above all, is where life is to be welcomed, 

no matter how fragile or inconvenient it 
may be. 

One of the many reasons why the St. John 
Paul II, in “The Gospel of Life” encyclical, 
identifies abortion and euthanasia as pre-
eminent issues is because these crimes are 
committed by one family member upon 
another. 

May the Holy Family lead us to a Culture 
of Life! 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



Epiphany 

 

Epiphany, also called Feast of the Epiphany, Theophany, or Three Kings’ Day, 

(from Greek epiphaneia, “manifestation”), Christian holiday commemorating 

the first manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, represented by the Magi, 

and the manifestation of his divinity, as it occurred at his baptism in the Jordan 

River and at his first miracle, at Cana in Galilee. Epiphany is one of the three 

principal and oldest festival days of the Christian church (the other two are 

Easter and Christmas). Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, and other 

Western churches observe the feast on January 6, while some Eastern Orthodox 

churches celebrate Epiphany on January 19, since their Christmas Eve falls on 

January 6. 

The festival originated in the Eastern church, where it at first included a com-

memoration of Christ’s birth. In Rome, by 354 Christ’s birth was being cele-

brated on December 25, and later in the 4th century the church in Rome began 

celebrating Epiphany on January 6. In the Western church the festival primarily 

commemorates the visit by the Magi to the infant Jesus, which is seen as evi-

dence that Christ, the Jewish Messiah, came also for the salvation of Gentiles. 

In the East it primarily commemorates the baptism of Jesus and celebrates the 

revelation that the incarnate Christ was both fully God and fully man. 

In the West the evening preceding Epiphany is called Twelfth Night. The time 

between December 25 and January 6 is known as the Twelve Days of Christ-

mas. Epiphany is celebrated with special pastries in many countries, and chil-

dren often receive small gifts in their shoes in honour of the Magi’s gifts to the 

infant Jesus. The holiday also has a number of traditions involving water as a 

reflection of Jesus’ baptism, including the blessing of houses with holy water. 

 



 
 


