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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
1/3:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Jan and Greg Kirkwood  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
1/4: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Repose Jason Bednarzyk  r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
1/5:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose William E O’Neil r/b  Extension Society 
 
1/6:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Regina Webb r/b   Julie & Gary 
Howell 
 
1/7:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
1/8:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  Darrell & Loretta Menge r/b  The Mears Family 
 
1/9:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Repose of Gaelen Curtis r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Repose of Benny & Liola Milks  r/b

  Darlene & Bruce Cum-
mings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

1/2: The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops and Doctors of the Church;  Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; 
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
1/3:  The Most Holy Name of Jesus;  1 John 3:22—4:6; Psalms 2:7-8, 10-12; 
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 
 
1/4:   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious;   1 John 4:7-10; Psalms 72:1-4, 7-8; 
Mark 6:34-44 
 
1/5:   St. John Neumann, Bishop;  1 John 4:11-18; Psalms 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; 
Mark 6:45-52 
 
1/6:   St. André Bessette, Religious;  1 John 4:19—5:4; Psalms 72:1-2, 14 and 
15, 17; Luke 4:14-22 
 
1/7:   St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest;  1 John 5:5-13; Psalms 147:12-15, 19-
20; Luke 5:12-16 
 
1/8:   Saturday in the Week of Christmas;  1 John 5:14-21; Psalms 149:1-6 and 
9; John 3:22-30 
 
1/9:   The Baptism of the Lord;  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 
10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 or, Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalms 104:1-4, 24-25, 27-
30; Timothy 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-2 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Staci French, , Lona Darrah, Laura Pancratz, Stacy French, Bev Comstock, 
Sandra Wiebe, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, Eric Riggs, those from our area 
serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of Leroy Rummel, Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, 
Pat Comstock, Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, Cody Drabbs, the Poor Souls in 
Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

The Light of the Moon 

If you own a television that has been 
turned on at any point in the last month or 
so, chances are you’ve caught at least a 
scene or two of the 1946 classic film “It’s 
a Wonderful Life.” 

If you’re not familiar with the movie, it 
follows the life of George Bailey from 
childhood through adulthood. A dreamer 
by nature, George has big plans for himself 
that involve world exploration and 
adventure — but family and community 
obligations keep him tethered to the same 
spot on the map, leading an altogether 
ordinary life. 

One of the most memorable scenes from 
that movie is of George dancing with his 
sweetheart Mary while they sing “Buffalo 
Gals — Won’t you come out tonight/And 
dance by the light of the moon?” 

That lyric always catches my ear. Of 

course, the moon doesn’t have any light of 
its own. All the moon has is the ability to 
reflect the light that shines upon it. 

The same holds for us, doesn’t it? Our 
stewardship is purely a reflection of the 
grace granted to us by another. “Upon you 
the LORD shines,” writes Isaiah, “and 
over you appears his glory.” Every good 
action we will ever take begins in the mind 
of God. The fact that we have the honor of 
carrying it out on His behalf is a beautiful 
gift. It is God that makes our ordinary lives 
extraordinary. 

In the end of the movie, George Bailey 
realizes that he had a far greater life 
because, instead of being the hero of his 
own story, he allowed himself to reflect 
goodness onto others. 

Remember — the magi didn’t chart their 
own course. They merely followed the 
star. 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers 
and sisters in the human family. 

God revealed himself progressively and under different names to his people, 

but the revelation that proved to be the fundamental one for both the Old and 

the New Covenants was the revelation of the divine name to Moses in the the-

ophany of the burning bush, on the threshold of the Exodus and of the cove-

nant on Sinai.  CCC 204 



Fr. Felix 

 Feast of Epiphany (C) 2021: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt. 2:1-12 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus 

Christ,  

The Greek word Epiphany, which 

means appearance or manifestation, is 

used to describe Jesus’ first appearance 

to the Gentiles. In the context of Chris-

tianity, “Epiphany” refers to God’s Self

-revelation as well as to the revelation 

of Jesus as His Son.  

 The angels revealed Jesus to the shep-

herds, and the star revealed Jesus to the 

Magi, who had already received hints 

of Him from Jewish Scriptures. God the 

Father revealed to Israel Jesus’ identity 

as His Son, as John baptized Jesus in 

the Jordan. In the synagogue at Naza-

reth, Jesus revealed Himself as the 

promised Messiah. Finally, Jesus re-

vealed His Divinity by turning water 

into wine at the wedding of Cana. 

These multiple revelations are all sug-

gested by the Feast of the Epiphany. 

Today’s first reading mentions non-

Jews bringing gifts in homage to the 

God of Israel. Here the Prophet Isaiah, 

consoling the people in exile and was 

promising redemption, renewal, and 

restoration to be lived in their own land. 

Everyone will be drawn to Jerusalem 

because the radiance of God’s favor 

rests on her. This prophecy of Isaiah is 

realized in Jesus Christ, God’s Anointed 

One.  

 Saint Paul, in today’s second reading, 

reveals God’s “secret plan,” that the 

Gentiles also have a part with the Jews 

in Divine blessings. Affirming the mys-

tery of God’s plan of salvation in 

Christ, St. Paul explains that the plan of 

God includes both Jews and Gentiles. 

Jesus implements this Divine plan by 

extending membership in the Church, 

making it available to all peoples. Thus, 

the Jews and the Gentiles have become, 

“coheirs, members of the same Body in 

Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”  St. 

Paul declares that he has been commis-

sioned by Christ to make this mystery 

known to the world.  

Today’s Gospel teaches us how Christ 

enriches those who bring Him their 

hearts. These pagan Magi were accepta-

ble to God because they feared God and 

did what was right. Since the Magi 



came with humble joy in their hearts to 

visit the Christ Child, God allowed 

them to see wondrous things. At the 

same time, today’s Gospel hints at dif-

ferent reactions to the news of Jesus’ 

birth, foreshadowing Jesus’ passion and 

death, as well as the risen Jesus’ man-

date to make disciples of all nations. 

 Let us worship Jesus at Mass, every 

day with the gold of our love, the 

myrrh of our humility and the frankin-

cense of our adoration. Let us offer 

God our very selves, promising Him 

that we will use His blessings to do 

good for our fellow men. Let us choose 

a better way of life, abstaining from 

pride and impure thoughts, words and 

actions, evil habits, and selfish behav-

ior. Let us become the star and lead 

others to Jesus, Amen.  



Gospel Meditation 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy 
of the Gospel, Pope Francis references 
a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: 
“Being a Christian is not the result of 
an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the 
encounter with an event, a person, 
which gives life a new horizon and a 
decisive direction.” Today we celebrate 
an encounter with the Person of Jesus 
Christ! This simple but holy event in 
time dramatically changes human life, 
pointing it toward a new horizon and 
giving it a decisive direction. This is a 
message and truth that is not meant to 
be shared with only a select few who 
qualify but with the entire world. Pope 
Francis continues saying, “Thanks sole-
ly to this encounter or renewed encoun-
ter with God’s love, which blossoms 
into an enriching friendship, we are lib-
erated from our narrowness and self-
absorption. We become fully human 
when we become more than human, 
when we let God bring us beyond our-
selves in order to attain the fullest truth 
of our being.” 

Look around at people. Where is life 
heading for them? What gives them di-
rection? Even we who are people of 

faith can get distracted and lose our fo-
cus. God, in all of His fullness, is re-
vealed in Jesus Christ and we can en-
counter Him! God is tangible, real, vul-
nerable, poor, and full of wonders, sur-
prises, and opportunities. For those 
who are struggling and lost, today is a 
day of great joy. All they have to do is 
reach out and touch the truth of Christ. 
This presence is revealed in the poor, 
exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry 
out for compassion and love. But it is 
also found in the faithful ones who see 
in the Epiphany of God a liberation 
from structures and systems that hurt 
us, a narrowness of mind and heart that 
constricts us, and an absorption in our 
self-agenda that prevents us from see-
ing anything other than ourselves as 
important. 

We have been given the charge of 
preaching this Good News. If only we 
could find a way to be more effective, it 
might stand a chance of doing what 
God intended it to do. There is always 
tomorrow and our memory of that 
bright new light that shone so brilliant-
ly that Bethlehem night pointing us to 
truth and reminding us that we are 
loved. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-26 

 12-26                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $6,345.64          $25.00 
Dodson: $880.00          $0.00 
Saco: $375.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Word of Life from the USCCB 

“Like every other human family, the Holy 
Family had to confront real and concrete 
challenges. Yet, ‘in 
every situation, Joseph declared his own 
‘fiat’’ (PC 3). His ‘yes’ to the Lord meant 
that regardless of the 
hardship and personal sacrifice to himself, 
he consistently chose to put the needs of 

Mary and Jesus 
before his own. Joseph’s devotion helps 
reveal to us our own call to show special 
care for the lives of 
those whom God has entrusted to us.”  

Weekly Reflection from Priests for Life 

Life: An “Epiphany” of God 

“Life is always a good. … Why is life a 
good? This question is found everywhere 
in the Bible, and from the very first pages it 
receives a powerful and amazing answer. 
The life which God gives man is quite 
different from the life of all other living 
creatures, inasmuch as man, although 
formed from the dust of the earth (cf. Gen 
2:7, 3:19; Job 34:15; Ps 103:14; 104:29), is 
a manifestation of God in the world, a sign 

of his presence, a trace of his glory (cf. Gen 
1:26-27; Ps 8:6). This is what Saint 
Irenaeus of Lyons wanted to emphasize in 
his celebrated definition: ‘Man, living man, 
is the glory of God’. Man has been given a 
sublime dignity, based on the intimate bond 
which unites him to his Creator: in man 
there shines forth a reflection of God 
himself” 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



Epiphany 

 

Epiphany, also called Feast of the Epiphany, Theophany, or Three Kings’ Day, 

(from Greek epiphaneia, “manifestation”), Christian holiday commemorating 

the first manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, represented by the Magi, 

and the manifestation of his divinity, as it occurred at his baptism in the Jordan 

River and at his first miracle, at Cana in Galilee. Epiphany is one of the three 

principal and oldest festival days of the Christian church (the other two are 

Easter and Christmas). Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, and other 

Western churches observe the feast on January 6, while some Eastern Orthodox 

churches celebrate Epiphany on January 19, since their Christmas Eve falls on 

January 6. 

The festival originated in the Eastern church, where it at first included a com-

memoration of Christ’s birth. In Rome, by 354 Christ’s birth was being cele-

brated on December 25, and later in the 4th century the church in Rome began 

celebrating Epiphany on January 6. In the Western church the festival primarily 

commemorates the visit by the Magi to the infant Jesus, which is seen as evi-

dence that Christ, the Jewish Messiah, came also for the salvation of Gentiles. 

In the East it primarily commemorates the baptism of Jesus and celebrates the 

revelation that the incarnate Christ was both fully God and fully man. 

In the West the evening preceding Epiphany is called Twelfth Night. The time 

between December 25 and January 6 is known as the Twelve Days of Christ-

mas. Epiphany is celebrated with special pastries in many countries, and chil-

dren often receive small gifts in their shoes in honour of the Magi’s gifts to the 

infant Jesus. The holiday also has a number of traditions involving water as a 

reflection of Jesus’ baptism, including the blessing of houses with holy water. 

 



 
 


