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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
2/14:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  NO MASS 
 
2/15: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   NO MASS 
 
2/16:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose William E O’Neil r/b  Extension Society 
 
2/17:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Selma Sticha & Sti-
cha family r/b   Brenda Rummel 
 
2/18:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
2/19:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  Repose of Bev & Pat Comstock/b  Mary & Maynard LaFond 
 
2/20:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Repose of Dick Morrow  r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Mrs. Arlene Holman  r/b

  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

2/13:  6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day;  Jeramiah 17:5-8; 
Psalms 1:1-6; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26 
 
 
2/14:   Sts. Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop; Valentine’s Day;  James 1:1-
11; Psalms 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76; Mark 8:11-13 
 
2/15:   Tuesday in the 6th week of Ordinary Time;  James 1:12-18; Psalms 
94:12-15, 18-19; Mark 8:14-21 
 
2/16:   Wednesday in the 6th week of Ordinary Time;  James 1:19-27; Psalms 
15:2-5; Mark 8:22-26 
 
2/17:   The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order;  James 2:1-9; Psalms 
34:2-7; Mark 8:27-33 
 
2/18:    Friday in the 6th week of Ordinary Time;  James 2:14-24, 26; Psalms 
112:1-6; Mark 8:34—9:1 
 
2/19:   Saturday in the 6th week of Ordinary Time;  James 3:1-10; Psalms 12:2
-5, 7-8; Mark 9:2-13 
 
2/20:   7th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 
Psalms 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-38 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Helen DePuydt, Lana Pekovich, Myrtle Hould, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, Eric 
Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Selma Sticha,  Bev Comstock, Leroy Rummel, 
Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock, Benny Milks, Jason Bednarzyk, 
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Planted Near Water 

We all know that there are times when life 
can feel, as Jeremiah writes, empty and 
wasted. There are moments when we think 
we resemble a barren bush, thirsting in the 
desert sun. 

That’s why it is imperative for us to know 
the location of our water source. I promise 
you, it’s closer than you think. God never 
planted a seed in barren ground. 

For me, it’s the Mass. Going to Mass is 
where I find total peace and renewal. I 
don’t have any great theological 
explanation for this — Mass is simply 
where I can truly rest in God for a time, 
where nothing and no one in the world can 
touch me. And wouldn’t you know it, it’s 
in the toughest times that I need Mass the 
most — that my roots stretch harder for 
that water. 

Woe to the rich, says Jesus — woe to the 
popular, to the content, to the happy. It’s 
not because He hates to see us smile. It’s 
because He knows our humanity. He 
knows our limitations. He knows that 
when things are going really well, we often 
stop looking for God. 

What replenishes you as a disciple, as a 
steward, as a Christian? If it feels far away 
or hard to reach, why is that? How can you 
bring it closer? 

We are all trees planted near water, to 
yield our fruit in due season. Let’s pray for 
the strength to know where our water 
source is, and to seek it both in good times 
and in bad.. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers 
and sisters in the human family. 

 

Out of respect for the holiness of God, the people of Israel do not pronounce 

his name. In the reading of Sacred Scripture, the revealed name (YHWH) is 

replaced by the divine title "LORD" (in Hebrew Adonai, in Greek Kyrios). It is 

under this title that the divinity of Jesus will be acclaimed: "Jesus is LORD."  

CCC 209 



Fr. Felix 

Sunday VI (C): Jer 17:5-8; I Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. To-

day’s readings teach us that true happiness or 

beatitude, lies in the awareness of ourselves 

and our responsibility. They remind us that we 

are all children of a loving Father and will be 

happy in this world and in Heaven only when 

we share our blessings with our need brothers 

and sisters. 

In the First reading, Jeremiah shows us a 

curse, paired with a beatitude of blessing when 

he compares the wicked to a barren bush in a 

desert and the just to a well-watered tree 

growing near a running stream. The 

“beatitude” teaches us that if we choose God 

as our hope, security, and our happiness, we 

will be blessed, truly happy. On the other 

hand, if we choose human standards for our 

guides, ourselves as our source of security, 

and the meeting of our own needs and desires 

as our happiness, we will find ourselves living 

in increasing misery and confusion. Jeremiah 

tells us that the only source of lasting happi-

ness is trust in God and hope in His promises. 

The passage reminds us that the manner in 

which we exercise our freedom of choice will 

determine whether we will bring upon our-

selves blessings or curses.  

In the Second reading St. Paul writes that 

trusting hope in the Resurrection of Jesus is 

the basis of our Faith, of our own resurrection 

and of our eternal bliss. Through Jesus’ death 

and Resurrection, believers are now welcomed 

into a new relationship with God as His sons 

and daughters, and with each other as dear 

brothers and sisters who have Jesus as our El-

der Brother and Redeemer. This means that all 

the blessings of the Beatitudes are now availa-

ble to us, provided we choose to follow them. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples 

in the paradoxical blessedness of poverty, hun-

ger, sorrow, and persecution because these 

contradict our natural expectations in every 

way. “Blessed are those who are poor, hungry, 

weeping, hated, excluded, insulted, and de-

nounced,” because in poverty, we recognize 

God’s reign; in hunger, His providence; in sor-

row, true happiness; and in persecution, true 

joy. Experiencing these miseries opens the 

way for us to receive the true riches, food, 

comfort, and acceptance we can find only in 

His love and His presence here, and in His 

Kingdom forever. The Beatitudes teach us 

how we should live, and what we should do. 

What makes one blessed is not simply poverty 

or hunger or sadness or suffering for the Faith 

but living these in the context of our commit-

ment to Jesus and in His spirit of sharing. So, 

we need to respond to the challenge of the Be-

atitudes in our daily life. The only way the 

promises of the Beatitudes can become a reali-

ty when we reach out to the needy, the sick, 

the oppressed and render loving service to 

God by serving our brothers and sisters, 

Amen. 





Gospel Meditation 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

What has been the most difficult chal-
lenge you faced in your life? Many dif-
ficult human experiences can “turn up 
the heat” in our lives, causing us to 
question the why of things or even fall 
into despair. Some people just some-
what passively accept what life brings, 
even death, and chalk difficult experi-
ences up to happening “because they 
do.” They seemingly endure and move 
on. Taking life at face value, there real-
ly is no ultimate meaning to things. It’s 
easier to ignore that inner prompting 
calling us to understand why. It’s there 
whether we admit it or not. To question 
or not to question — that is the ques-
tion! People sometimes give up the 
God search because it causes too many 
questions. Once we open the door to 
the possibility of God’s existence, then 
all of the awkward, challenging, and 
tragic pieces of life have to find their 
place. 

It gets messy. But the search is so im-
portant to living. We can easily dry up 
and become arid, abandoning any hope 
for purpose and meaning because it’s 
too difficult and non-rational at times. 
In searching for answers to the how and 
why of life, human beings also embark 
on a search for God. When one finally 
stumbles upon the real living tangible 
presence of God, then that discovery 

allows life’s ironies and tensions to be 
held side by side with the all-
encompassing totally unconditional, 
unmerited love of God! Then when 
life’s heat gets turned up, difficulties 
and challenges abound, dryness and 
heartache become the norm, the soul 
remains in joyful repose. There is no 
fear. 

The beatitudes celebrate life’s ironies 
and tensions, holding them all together 
in the Kingdom of God. Poverty, hun-
ger, weeping, being insulted and hated 
are not things we would normally asso-
ciate with being God’s friends. But 
they are! In fact, those who experience 
these uncomfortable realities of life are 
actually better off than those who do 
not. This is what makes Jesus’ message 
so intriguing! Don’t give up question-
ing. Questioning the apparent inequities 
and polarities of human experience will 
certainly challenge one’s faith. But it’s 
the only way to deepen it 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-6 

 2-6                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $613.00          $25.00 
Dodson: $160.00         $0.00 
Saco: $50.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

Announcements 

• Dianne Salsbery will be leading a class on Wisdom by Jeff Cavins. Start-

ing date is Tuesday, February 22nd at 9:30 a.m. in the church basement. 

Dianne is willing to hold a second class if needed. Books will be ordered 

on February 14th.    Contact Dianne at 654-4675 for more information or 

to order books.  

• Fr. Felix will be gone this Monday & Tuesday 

• Fr. Felix encourages everyone to do Bible In a Year on Ascension Press, 

led by Jeff Cavins and Fr. Mike Schmitz. You can start day 1 at anytime. 

The program takes you from Genesis thru Revelation in 365 days. It takes 

only 20 minutes a day.    ascensionpress.com 

• Fr. Felix encourages people to come to the daily Mass at the Hi-Line re-

tirement home. It’s weekly at 10:00 Thursday Mornings. 

• Raffle tickets can be found at First State Bank, Bank of Malta, Northern 

Prairie designs, Todd’s Technology  and Westside Self Service. Or you can 

contact Tom Golic or Brenda Rummel. St. Mary’s receives $6.00 on every 

ticket sold. We received over $600.00 last year. 



 History of St. Valentine 

In the early martyrologies, three different 

St. Valentines are mentioned, all sharing 

Feb. 14 for a feast day. Unfortunately, the 

historical record is sparse. The first St. 

Valentine was a priest and physician in 

Rome. He along with St. Marius and his 

family comforted the martyrs during the 

persecution of Emperor Claudius II, the 

Goth. Eventually, St. Valentine was also 

arrested, condemned to death for his faith, 

beaten with clubs, and finally beheaded 

on Feb. 14, AD 270. He was buried on the 

Flaminian Way. Later, Pope Julius I (333-

356) built a basilica at the site which pre-

served St. Valentine's tomb. Archeologi-

cal digs in the 1500s and 1800s have 

found evidence of the tomb of St. Valen-

tine. However, in the thirteenth century, 

his relics were transferred to the Church 

of Saint Praxedes near the Basilica of St. 

Mary Major, where they remain today. 

Also, a small church was built near the 

Flaminian Gate of Rome which is now 

known as the Porta del Popolo but was 

called in the 12th century "the Gate of St. 

Valentine," as noted by the early British 

historian William Somerset (also known 

as William of Malmesbury, d. 1143), who 

ranks after St. Bede in authority. 

The second St. Valentine was the Bishop 

of Interamna (now Terni, located about 60 

miles from Rome). Under the orders of 

Prefect Placidus, he too was arrested, 

scourged, and decapitated, again suffering 

persecution during the time of Emperor 

Claudius II. 

The third St. Valentine suffered martyr-

dom in Africa with several companions. 

However, nothing further is known about 

this saint. In all, these men, each named 

St. Valentine, showed heroic love for the 

Lord and His Church. 

The popular customs of showing love and 

affection on St. Valentine's Day is almost 

a coincidence with the feast day of the 

saint: During the Medieval Age, a com-

mon belief in England and France was 

that birds began to pair on Feb.14, "half-

way through the second month of the 

year." Chaucer wrote in his "Parliament 

of Foules" (in Old English): "For this was 

on Seynt Valentyne's day, When every 

foul cometh there to choose his mate." 

For this reason, the day was dedicated to 

"lovers" and prompted the sending of let-

ters, gifts, or other signs of affection. 

of Valentine's Day, no mention is made of 

the saint. 



 
 


