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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
2/21:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  NO MASS 
 
2/22: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Jerry Depute r/b  Knights of Columbus 
 
2/23:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Kevin Salsbery r

/b Dianne Salsbery 
 
2/24:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Francis Robert Peterson r/b 
Gena Pippin 
 
2/25:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
2/26:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  Myrtle Hould  r/b  Mary & Maynard LaFond 
 
2/27:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Special Intentions  r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Lynda Johnson  r/b

  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

2/20:   7th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 
Psalms 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-38 
 
2/21:  Presidents’ Day; St. Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church;  
James 3:13-18; Psalms 19:8-10, 15; Mark 9:14-29 
 
2/22:   The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle;  1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalms 23:1-6; Mat-
thew 16:13-19 
 
2/23:   St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr;  James 4:13-17; Psalms 49:2-3, 6-11; 
Mark 9:38-40 
 
2/24:   Thursday in the 7th week of Ordinary Time; James 5:1-6; Psalms 49:14
-20; Mark 9:41-50 
 
2/25:   Friday in the 7th week of Ordinary Time;  James 5:9-12; Psalms 103:1--
4, 8-9, 11-12; Mark 10:1-12 
 
2/26:   Saturday in the 7th week of Ordinary Time;  James 5:13-20; Psalms 
141:1-3 and 8; Mark 10:13-16 
  
2/27:   8th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  Sirach 27:4-7; Psalms 92:2-3, 13-16;      
1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Lesley Robinson, Lana Pekovich, Myrtle Hould, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, 
Eric Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Helen DePuydt, Lydia Abrahamson, Selma Sticha,  
Bev Comstock, Leroy Rummel, Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock,  
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Thanking God for Missing Spears 

Imagine how Saul must have felt when he 
awoke from his sleep and saw his spear 
missing from its resting place. Now 
imagine how he felt when he realized that 
the person who had it was the same person 
seeking his life — and there he sat, safe 
and sound. Now there’s a day you don’t 
forget your morning prayers. 

I think if we look, we can all find a 
“missing spear moment” in our lives, when 
it hits us right in the gut that God has kept 
us safe from an impending disaster. This 
can be physical disaster, sure — but more 
commonly, I think it is spiritual disaster. 
Often the salvation comes through the gift 
of a person, or people, through whom God 
reveals His mercy. 

When I was in high school, I had a circle 
of friends who were really into their faith. 

We were all in youth ministry together, 
and the bond we shared taught me a lesson 
that changed me as a person: we become 
those with whom we associate. I can look 
back now, all these years later, and see that 
these people are evidence of God’s hand in 
my life. 

Take a look at your life. In whose love has 
God shown you comfort? By whose hand 
has God brought you closer to Him, or 
kept you away from harm? Through whose 
friendship has God shaped you into the 
person you are? 

Let’s strive to remember to thank God for 
these people — and to thank them, too.— 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 
For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers 
and sisters in the human family. 

After Israel's sin, when the people had turned away from God to worship the golden calf, 

God hears Moses' prayer of intercession and agrees to walk in the midst of an unfaithful 

people, thus demonstrating his love. When Moses asks to see his glory, God responds "I will 

make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you my name 'the 

LORD' [YHWH]." Then the LORD passes before Moses and proclaims, "YHWH, YHWH, 

a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithful-

ness"; Moses then confesses that the LORD is a forgiving God. CCC 210 



Fr. Felix 

Sunday VII ( C ) :I Sm 26 2:7-9, 12-13, 22-23; I Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. To-

day’s liturgy speaks of the power of Christian 

love when exercised in unconditional for-

giveness.  

Today’s first reading gives us an example of 

self-control, forgiveness, and mercy. The an-

cient Israelites were governed first by Moses, 

then by a long line of judges. Since they no-

ticed the progress made by their Gentile neigh-

bors who had kings, the Israelites finally pre-

vailed on their last Judge, Samuel, to ask God 

for a king for them. Saul was the first king of 

Israel. In Saul’s army, the youth David won a 

famous victory over Goliath, and thereby 

gained the admiration of the people and the en-

vy of King Saul. Saul and his three thousand 

men went to kill David. On the other hand, Da-

vid and Abishai were able to reach Saul’s camp 

and stand over the sleeping king. But David 

commanded Abishai not to harm Saul. Then, 

taking Saul’s spear and water jug, he went to an 

opposite hill and yelled across to Saul’s lieu-

tenant: “Here is the king’s spear…. Today, 

though Yahweh delivered him into my grasp, I 

would not harm Yahweh’s anointed.” David’s 

sense of justice, the spirit of forgiveness, and 

respect for Divine authority helped him to go 

beyond the retaliation which others expected 

him to show. David is an image of Christ and 

an example to us. If he can forgive his mortal 

enemy, so can, and so should, we. 

The second reading explains Saint Paul’s doc-

trine of the resurrection of Jesus, contrasting 

Christ, the last Adam, with the first Adam. He 

reminds the Corinthian community that every-

one shares in the sinful nature of the first Ad-

am. But he encourages his followers to remem-

ber that by Baptism they also share in the spir-

itual nature of Jesus — the last Adam. Hence, 

we Christians are expected to go beyond our 

earthly, natural desire to seek revenge and re-

taliation. Instead, when we are injured, we are 

to offer the Christian response of forgiveness 

and mercy, whether our culture accepts or re-

jects it. If through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we do so, we share in the life of the risen 

Christ, both here and now, and after our death. 

Today’s Gospel, gives us Jesus’ revolutionary 

moral teaching about correct choices in our hu-

man relationships, placing special emphasis on 

the Golden Rule, “Do to others as you would 

have them do to you.” This Golden Rule is am-

plified by a string of particular commands: 

“Love your enemies…Do good to those who 

hate you; bless those who curse you and pray 

for those who maltreat you.” For Jesus, love is 

a fundamental attitude that seeks another’s 

good. Jesus orders us to love our enemies and 

to be merciful as God our Father is merciful. 

Jesus challenges us to do for others what God 

does for us. “Be compassionate, as your Father 

is compassionate.” He concludes by instructing 

us to stop judging and start forgiving, Amen.  





Gospel Meditation 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sometimes, Jesus’ teachings don’t seem 
to make practical sense. When we hear 
things like love your enemies and do 
good to them, turn the other cheek 
when struck, give to anyone who asks, 
do to others as you would have them do 
to you, be merciful, stop judging, for-
give, and give to others, we get a bit 
unsettled. After all, it’s okay for God to 
do all of these things, but does He real-
ly want us to do them, too? Many good
-hearted Christians really draw the line 
with some of these ideals and say, “No 
way!” They even remark that if some-
one did something hurtful to someone 
they loved, they would have no reser-
vations seeking severe retribution. 
There is still this persistent thinking, 
even among those who consider them-
selves Christian, that a violent action 
deserves a violent response. Somehow, 
we continue to justify this. 

Yet, it is most clearly against the very 
grain of the Gospel. Part of our difficul-
ty has more to do with understanding 
God’s love. We wrongly think that sin-
ful or hurtful actions and evil people 
somehow are seen as lesser in God’s 
eyes. They are not. God loves the sin-
ner as much as He does the saint. And, 
both of these inclinations exist in every 
human being, even those who consider 
themselves holy. Both the capacity for 

good and the disposition toward evil 
exist in every one of us. Viktor Frankl 
has this to say when reflecting on the 
Holocaust: “Our generation is a realis-
tic generation because we have learned 
what a human being really is. When all 
is said and done, man is that same crea-
ture who invented the gas-chambers of 
Auschwitz; but he is also that being 
who walked upright into those cham-
bers with the prayer ‘Shema Yisrael’ on 
his lips.” 

If we believe in God, we have to act 
like God. Whether we like that idea is 
another issue. If we don’t then perhaps, 
we need to reconsider our faith and 
whether we really believe in Jesus 
Christ. We are made in the image of 
God, not the image of ourselves. The 
Christian must, at all costs, leave re-
sentment and the need for retaliation 
behind, lose defensiveness and bring 
into the mind and heart the realization 
of who we represent in this world. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-13 

 2-13                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $5,152.00          $25.00 
Dodson: $140.00         $0.00 
Saco: $164.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

Announcements 

• Fr. Felix encourages everyone to do Bible In a Year on Ascension Press, 

led by Jeff Cavins and Fr. Mike Schmitz. You can start day 1 at anytime. 

The program takes you from Genesis thru Revelation in 365 days. It takes 

only 20 minutes a day.    ascensionpress.com 

• Fr. Felix encourages people to come to the daily Mass at the Hi-Line re-

tirement home. It’s weekly at 10:00 Thursday Mornings. 

• Raffle tickets can be found at First State Bank, Bank of Malta, Northern 

Prairie designs, Todd’s Technology  and Westside Self Service. Or you can 

contact Tom Golic or Brenda Rummel. St. Mary’s receives $6.00 on every 

ticket sold. We received over $600.00 last year. 

• There is no Morning Mass on Monday February 21st.  



 History of St. Valentine 

In the early martyrologies, three different 

St. Valentines are mentioned, all sharing 

Feb. 14 for a feast day. Unfortunately, the 

historical record is sparse. The first St. 

Valentine was a priest and physician in 

Rome. He along with St. Marius and his 

family comforted the martyrs during the 

persecution of Emperor Claudius II, the 

Goth. Eventually, St. Valentine was also 

arrested, condemned to death for his faith, 

beaten with clubs, and finally beheaded 

on Feb. 14, AD 270. He was buried on the 

Flaminian Way. Later, Pope Julius I (333-

356) built a basilica at the site which pre-

served St. Valentine's tomb. Archeologi-

cal digs in the 1500s and 1800s have 

found evidence of the tomb of St. Valen-

tine. However, in the thirteenth century, 

his relics were transferred to the Church 

of Saint Praxedes near the Basilica of St. 

Mary Major, where they remain today. 

Also, a small church was built near the 

Flaminian Gate of Rome which is now 

known as the Porta del Popolo but was 

called in the 12th century "the Gate of St. 

Valentine," as noted by the early British 

historian William Somerset (also known 

as William of Malmesbury, d. 1143), who 

ranks after St. Bede in authority. 

The second St. Valentine was the Bishop 

of Interamna (now Terni, located about 60 

miles from Rome). Under the orders of 

Prefect Placidus, he too was arrested, 

scourged, and decapitated, again suffering 

persecution during the time of Emperor 

Claudius II. 

The third St. Valentine suffered martyr-

dom in Africa with several companions. 

However, nothing further is known about 

this saint. In all, these men, each named 

St. Valentine, showed heroic love for the 

Lord and His Church. 

The popular customs of showing love and 

affection on St. Valentine's Day is almost 

a coincidence with the feast day of the 

saint: During the Medieval Age, a com-

mon belief in England and France was 

that birds began to pair on Feb.14, "half-

way through the second month of the 

year." Chaucer wrote in his "Parliament 

of Foules" (in Old English): "For this was 

on Seynt Valentyne's day, When every 

foul cometh there to choose his mate." 

For this reason, the day was dedicated to 

"lovers" and prompted the sending of let-

ters, gifts, or other signs of affection. 

of Valentine's Day, no mention is made of 

the saint. 



 
 


