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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
2/28:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Del Lind r/b  Penny Lind 
 
3/1: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:   Jerry Depute r/b  Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
3/2:  Malta - 6:30 P.M.:  Repose of Helen DePuydt r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
         Dodson—4:30 P.M.:  Larry Bauer r/b   Knights of Columbus 
 
 
3/3:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Repose of Mae Walsh r/b Dar-
lene & Bruce Cummings 
 
3/4:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
3/5:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  Myrtle Hould  r/b  Mary & Maynard LaFond 
 
3/6:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Special Intentions  r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Quintin Fish  r/b

  Darlene & Bruce Cummings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

2/27:   8th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  Sirach 27:4-7; Psalms 92:2-3, 13-16;      
1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Luke 6:39-45 
 
2/28:  Monday in the 8th Week of Ordinary Time;  1 Peter 1:3-9; Psalms 111:1
-2, 5-6, 9 and 10; Mark 10:17-27 
 
3/1:    Tuesday in the 8th Week of Ordinary Time;  1 Peter 1:10-16; Psalms 
98:1-4; Mark 10:28-31 
 
3/2:    Ash Wednesday;  Joel 2:12-18; Psalms 51:3-6, 12-14 and 17; 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:20—6:2;  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
3/3:    St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin;  Deuteronomy  30:15-20; Psalms 1:1-4 and 
6; Luke 9:22-25 
 
3/4:    St. Casimir;  Isaiah 58:1-9; Psalms 51:3-6, 18-19; Matthew 9:14-15 
 
3/5:    Saturday;  Isaiah 58:9-14; Psalms 86:1-6; Luke 5:27-32 
 
3/6:    1st Sunday of Lent;  Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalms 91:1-2, 10-15; Ro-
mans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 
  
 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Lesley Robinson, Lana Pekovich, Myrtle Hould, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, 
Eric Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Helen DePuydt, Lydia Abrahamson, Selma Sticha,  
Bev Comstock, Leroy Rummel, Howard Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock,  
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Planted in the House of the Lord 

Grocery delivery apps are all the rage these 
days, and I can’t deny the convenience of 
tapping your finger a few times and seeing 
your week’s shopping dropped on the 
doorstep. But there is one aspect of this trend 
that seems to make a lot of shoppers nervous 
— fruits and vegetables. 

A lot of us have strong opinions on our fresh 
produce and aren’t ready to delegate this 
highly subjective selection process to a total 
stranger. My father was a produce manager 
and I remember as a child learning about the 
complexities of choosing correctly. Getting a 
bad bag of under ripe tomatoes after shopping 
on an app could easily sour one on the whole 
idea. 

Forrest Gump said life is like a box of 
chocolates. I say, we’re all like grab-bags of 
produce dumped on someone’s doorstep — 
but if we’re Christians who live our faith 

publicly, we’re stamped with the name of 
God. If your thumb is green enough, you 
know that you can tell a lot about a gardener 
from the produce he grows. We who are 
planted in the house of the Lord — what do 
we reveal about our Gardener? 

What do our actions show of His teachings? 
What do our words reflect of His voice? What 
does our strength reveal of the soil from which 
we sprang and the life-giving waters that 
nourished us? 

When we open ourselves up to those we 
encounter, let’s make a special effort to show 
the care we have had — lest our peers come 
away from the experience thinking God 
doesn’t know how to garden, when in reality, 
it’s us who don’t always know how to grow. 

 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 

A Christian Response to Bioethical Challenges 
We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to 
defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. . 

 The divine name, "I Am" or "He Is", expresses God's faithfulness: despite 

the faithlessness of men's sin and the punishment it deserves, he keeps 

"steadfast love for thousands". By going so far as to give up his own Son for 

us, God reveals that he is "rich in mercy". By giving his life to free us from 

sin, Jesus reveals that he himself bears the divine name: "When you have lift-

ed up the Son of man, then you will realize that 'I AM'.  CCC 211 



Fr. Felix 

Sunday VIII [C]: Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3; 13-16; I Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 

In today’s liturgy, challenges us to use 

words as he used them in his preaching and 

healing ministry, to heal, restore and bring 

back life, joy, and hope.  

Today’s first reading advises us not to 

praise any man before he speaks, as speech 

is the principal criteria for evaluating a per-

son’s character. The author explains his 

point - when a sieve is shaken, the grains 

fall to the basket beneath the sieve and the 

husks remain in the sieve showing their ug-

ly emptiness. The same thing happens when 

a man speaks: his faults, his pride, and his 

ignorance are exposed. The second image 

used is the potter’s furnace. If the clay isn’t 

completely dry, the piece explodes in the 

furnace. In the same way, conversation is 

the test of a man. The fruit of a tree shows 

the care it has had; As an example, syca-

more fruit had to be punctured to grow fat 

and juicy; this was the job of the “dresser of 

sycamores.” In the same way, a man’s 

speech discloses the bent of his mind. 

Praise no man before he speaks, for it is 

then that men are tested.  

In the second reading, Paul challenged the 

Corinthians to affirm their freedom from 

death, from sin, and from the Law, and to 

exercise that freedom “by being fully en-

gaged in the work of the Lord.” Thus, the 

faithful will transform their corruptible 

physical bodies into incorruptible spiritual 

bodies in their resurrection, and experience 

immortality. Paul teaches that the transfor-

mation to immortality has been made possi-

ble for all only because of Jesus Christ. His 

death on the cross and his rising alone have 

accomplished the victory over death. 

Hence, Paul concludes: “Therefore, my be-

loved brothers, be firm, steadfast, always 

fully devoted to the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not 

in vain.” The hard work of the Christian life 

is not in vain, because the Christian is “in 

the Lord” who has already won the victory. 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus condemns 

our careless, malicious and rash judgments 

about the behavior, feelings, motives or ac-

tions of others by using the funny examples 

of one blind man leading another blind man 

and one man with a log stuck in his eye try-

ing to remove a tiny speck from another’s 

eye. 

Jesus draws our attention to practical points 

of Christian living and challenges us to use 

words as he used them in his preaching and 

healing ministry, to heal, restore and bring 

back life, joy, and hope. Today’s readings 



 also instruct us to share our Christian life, 

love, and spiritual health by our words, 

and to avoid gossiping about and passing 

rash, thoughtless and pain-inflicting judg-

ments on others, damaging their good 

reputation and causing irreparable harm. 

Only God sees the whole truth hence, on-

ly He has the ability, right, and authority 

to judge us. Hence, we should leave all 

judgment to God, practice mercy and for-

giveness, and pray for God’s grace to get 

rid of all forms of hypocrisy in our lives, 

Amen. 



Gospel Meditation 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

What we say and how we say it reveals 
the true intentions of our hearts. The 
content and manner of our speech is a 
window into the recesses of our souls. 
Our consciences, attitudes, sentiments, 
weaknesses, and motives are displayed. 
As much as we think we can hide the 
truth of our lives from others, we can-
not. Who we really are is not only ex-
pressed on our lips but is written on our 
faces. Jesus says precisely this, “For 
every tree is known by its own fruit.” 
What does the fruit of our lives say 
about us? 

Because we like to play the game of 
hide and seek with ourselves, in pre-
tending that we are hiding we deflect 
attention others may give to us by be-
coming more critical of others. After 
all, the more time one can spend ana-
lyzing others’ behavior the less time 
one has to look at his or herself. Often, 
the behaviors we abhor most in others 
are the very ones we are guilty of our-
selves. We just don’t know it yet. The 
more we put ourselves in the role of a 
judge, the more satisfaction and control 
we seem to achieve. Yet, what about 
ourselves? In focusing our attention on 
the beams in others’ eyes, the aridity 
and barrenness of our lives goes un-
checked. St. Ambrose reminds us that 
“no one heals himself by wounding an-

other.” Bringing our brothers and sis-
ters down by being overly critical, 
serves no positive purpose. 

But the one who knows how easy it is 
to fall into sin and weakness and how 
quickly errors in judgment can be 
made, knows the depth of true compas-
sion, mercy, and kindness. Having rec-
ognized our own poor choices, mis-
guided opinions, negative emotions, 
and ability to do horrendous things, we 
can be more sympathetic and under-
standing of where others may be. We 
are designed to be mentors and guides 
to one another. In walking the journey 
together, we can help each other be-
come the best we can be. Humility is 
the order of the day and the primary 
virtue that prevents us from being hyp-
ocrites. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-20 

 2-20                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $811.50          $25.00 
Dodson: $250.00         $0.00 
Saco: $284.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

Announcements 

• March 2nd, Ash Wednesday Mass is at 4:30 P. M. in Dodson and 6:30 

P.M. in Malta 

• Pope Francis invites everyone to make Ash Wednesday, a Day of Fasting 

for Peace.  

• There will be a no meat soup supper following  Ash Wednesdays Mass. 

This is a free will offering and is being put on by the Knights of Colum-

bus 

 

College Outreach  

• St. Mary’s College Outreach Ministry will again be sending care packag-

es to St. Mary’s Parish college students and military personnel. Care 

packages are sent out each semester along with prayers and encouraging 

words. There are 3 Male and 5 females to send items to. Boxes will be 

place at the entrance to put your items in. Contact Mary LaFond at 406-

390-0762.  



 Lenten Rules for Fasting and Abstinence  

All Catholics, 14 years or older, must abstain from meat (beast or fowl) on all 

the Fridays of Lent and on Ash Wednesday. This does not prohibit the use of 

laticineria (e.g. eggs or milk products) nor condiments, even if they are made 

from animal fat.  

Fasting is required for Catholics between18 years of age and who are not yet 

observed their 59th birthday. Those who are subject to the obligation to fast 

may take only one full meal. While two smaller meals (or collations) are al-

lowed to maintain strength and according to particular circumstances, these 

two collations should not equal one full meal. On fast days, eating solid foods 

between meals is not permitted. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are the only 

two fast days required; though fasting is encouraged throughout Lent.  

The paschal fast should be observed on Good Friday. According to the Consti-

tution on the Sacred Liturgy, “The Paschal Fast must be kept sacred. It should 

be celebrated everywhere on Good Friday, and where possible should be pro-

longed throughout Holy Saturday (SC, n. 110). Since Lent officially ends on 

Holy Thursday, this is no longer a Lenten fast after the Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper; no, this is a fast of anticipation—the most ancient act of fasting 

known to the Church. It is highly recommended to extend the paschal fast until 

the Easter Vigil. Regardless of the nature or duration of fasting, restricting 

what we eat, when we eat and how much is eaten should be seen as the mini-

mal response to the Lord’s call to live this Lenten season as a time of penance 

and conversion.  

Lent is the ideal time for interior repentance—the radical re-orienting of our 

lives to God and a turning away from sin. Repentance entails a degree of spir-

itual affliction. Interior penance is expressed externally by prayer, almsgiving 

and fasting. It is a time for a more frequent examination of conscience, in-

creased acts of devotion (e.g., attending daily Mass), self-denial that leads to 

forgiveness of sins and reception of the sacrament of penance all in prepara-

tion for Easter joy!  



 
Word of Pope Francis at the end of his remarks at the Wednesday  

General Audience: 

 

My heart aches greatly at the worsening situation in Ukraine. Despite 

the diplomatic efforts of the last few weeks, increasingly alarming sce-

narios are opening up. Like me, many people all over the world are 

feeling anguish and concern. Once again the peace of all is threatened 

by partisan interests. I would like to appeal to those with political re-

sponsibility to examine their consciences seriously before God, who is 

the God of peace and not of war; who is the Father of all, not just of 

some, who wants us to be brothers and not enemies. I pray that all the 

parties involved refrain from any action that would cause even more 

suffering to the people, destabilising coexistence between nations and 

bringing international law into disrepute. 

And now I would like to appeal to everyone, believers and non-

believers alike. Jesus taught us that the diabolical senselessness of vio-

lence is answered with God's weapons, with prayer and fasting. I invite 

everyone to make next 2 March, Ash Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for 

Peace. I encourage believers in a special way to dedicate themselves in-

tensely to prayer and fasting on that day. May the Queen of Peace pre-

serve the world from the madness of war.  


