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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
3/7:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Paul Morrow r/b  Julie & Gary Howell 
 
3/8: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:    Marilyn & Roy Taylor r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
3/9:  Malta - 10:00 A.M.:  Repose Jerry Depute r/b  Knights of Columbus   
          
3/10:  Malta - Hi-Line Retirement Center 10:00 AM:  Tricia & Shane Beris and Fam-
ily r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
3/11:  Malta—8:30 A.M.  Special Intensions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
3/12:    Malta 4:00 P.M.  Brenda Rummel  r/b  Mary & Maynard LaFond 
 
3/13:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 AM:  Mike Head  r/b  Mary & Maynard LaFond 
 
   Saco - 12:30 PM:  Repose of Helen DePuydt  r/b

  Maynard & Mary LaFond 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

3/6:    1st Sunday of Lent;  Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalms 91:1-2, 10-15; Ro-
mans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 
3/7:   Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs;  Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalms 19:8
-10, 15; Matthew 25:31-46 
 
3/8:   St. John of God, Religious;  Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalms 34:4-7, 16-19; Mat-
thew 6:7-15 
 
3/9:   St. Frances of Rome, Religious;  Jonah 3:1-10; Psalms 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-
19; Luke 11:29-32 
 
3/10:   Thursday in the first week of Lent; Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-
2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12 
 
3/11:    Friday in the first week of Lent;  Ezra 18:21-28; Psalms 130:1-8; Mat-
thew 5:20-26 
 
3/12:    Saturday in the first week of Lent;  Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalms 
119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 5:43-48 
 
3/13:    2nd Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins;  Genesis 15:5-12, 
17-18; Psalms 27:1, 7-8, 13-14; Philippians 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1; Luke 9:28-
36 
  
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco—12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Lesley Robinson, Lana Pekovich, Myrtle Hould, Cory LaBrie, Julia Cebulski, 
Eric Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of Jerry Depute, Eleanor Emond, Helen DePuydt, 
Lydia Abrahamson, Selma Sticha,  Bev Comstock, Leroy Rummel, Howard 
Rummel, Lyle Cochran, Pat Comstock,  the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for 
comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship 

Filling the Basket This Lent 

Lent calls us into deeper everyday stewardship 
because it beautifully creates opportunities to 
be mindful of the call of Christ in even the 
most mundane moments of our day. 

Many of us will participate in the time-
honored tradition of doing penance, or “giving 
something up” for Lent. When we do this, we 
are mimicking the Israelites who filled their 
baskets with the first fruits of their harvest, 
“and having set them before the Lord, your 
God, (bowing) down in his 
presence” (Deuteronomy 26:10). 

What are we going to bring before the Lord 
this Lent? What are our first fruits? 

If you’re struggling with ideas for how to “fill 
your basket,” it can help to come at the 
problem from the opposite side. Take a look at 
the six characteristics of Everyday 
Stewardship and think about the moments in 
your day when you fail to fulfill the virtues to 

which they call you. 

What is keeping you from being mindful of 
the call of Christ throughout your day? I 
promise you, if you listen, you’ll hear it more 
than once. 

What is keeping you from being prayerful? 
When you have set your first fruits before the 
Lord, what keeps you from bowing down in 
His presence to finish the offering? 

What keeps you from being grateful — 
especially of the small things that so often go 
unnoticed? 

What keeps you from being gracious, from 
leaving people smiling as they walk away? 

What keeps you from being committed and 
accountable? Where do your excuses come 
from and what makes you indulge them? 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Pope Francis’ Intention 

A Christian Response to Bioethical Challenges 
We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to 
defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. . 

Over the centuries, Israel's faith was able to manifest and deepen realization of the riches 

contained in the revelation of the divine name. God is unique; there are no other gods be-

sides him. He transcends the world and history. He made heaven and earth: "They will per-

ish, but you endure; they will all wear out like a garment. . . . but you are the same, and 

your years have no end." In God "there is no variation or shadow due to change." God is 

"HE WHO IS", from everlasting to everlasting, and as such remains ever faithful to him-

self and to his promises.   CCC 212 



Fr. Felix 

 LENT 1 ( C ): Dt 26:4-10, Rom 10:8-13, Lk 4:1-13 

The first reading describes the ancient Jew-

ish ritual of presenting the first fruits to 

God during the harvest festival to thank 

Him for liberating His people from Egypt 

and for strengthening them during the years 

of their trials and temptations in the desert. 

After setting forth the first fruits in front of 

the altar of the Lord, the people were to 

bow down in God’s presence and hear the 

recital of the mighty acts of Yahweh in 

Jewish history which centered around three 

decisive events that shaped Israel’s evolu-

tion as a people: (1) the shift from Mesopo-

tamia to Canaan to Egypt (2) the deliver-

ance from Egypt and formation of people 

God; (3) the promise of Canaan. This ritual 

was performed annually as part of the Cov-

enant renewal ceremony known as the Feast 

of Weeks. By this ritual they thanked God 

for the gift of land, God’s providential care, 

and the freedom. As Christians entering the 

Lenten season, we thank God for a new 

passage from slavery to freedom, from 

death to life, a Covenant sealed with the 

blood of Jesus on the cross, a new manna in 

the gift of the Eucharist, a new promised 

land over which God will reign and a new 

people of God, including of all the peoples 

of the earth. 

Today’s Second Reading explains that 

Many of the early Jewish converts insisted 

that the Gentile converts to Christianity 

needed to become Jews first and to keep the 

Jewish law for their “justification.” St. Paul 

counsels them not to be tempted and go 

back to the practices of the Mosaic Law. He 

teaches them that one cannot achieve right-

eousness on one’s own. God offers us a 

share in Divine righteousness as grace, a 

free gift and we need to cooperate with 

God’s grace, we need to believe in Christ’s 

Resurrection, and we need to accept Jesus 

as our Lord and Savior. Our Faith in Jesus 

Christ must be expressed fully in our words 

and actions, indeed, by our very lives. Thus, 

Christianity is belief plus confession; it in-

volves witness before men. 

The Holy Spirit led Jesus into desert so that 

he could prepare by prayer, fasting and pen-

ance for the public ministry which he was 

about to commence. Bible scholars interpret 

the graphic temptations of Jesus described 

by St. Matthew and St. Luke as a dramatic 

representation of the inner struggle against 

a temptation that Jesus experienced 

throughout his public life. The devil was 

trying to entice Jesus away from the accom-

plishment of his Messianic mission, mainly 

through a temptation to become the politi-

cal Messiah of Jewish expectations, to use 



 his Divine power to avoid suffering and 

death. The opposition, hostility, and re-

jection which Jesus experienced were 

constant temptations for him to use His 

power as God’s Son to overcome evil. 

Each of the three temptations, according 

to the Fathers of the Church, represents 

an area in which humans regularly fail: 

the lust of the flesh (stones to bread), the 

lust of the eye and the heart (ruling over 

all kingdoms), and the pride of life (a 

spectacular leap from the Temple, testing 

the power of God). These three tempta-

tions of Jesus are the weapons devil has 

in his hands to destroy humanity: 1) ap-

petite (pleasure/materialism) to change 

stones into bread; 2) arrogance to wor-

ship the devil who can give power and 

wealth; and 3) ambition (power/fame) to 

jump from the top of the Temple). Jesus 

overcame these temptations through the 

knowledge of his identity, his purpose, 

and God’s plan for human salvation.  

Like Jesus, every one of us is tempted to 

seek sinful pleasures, easy wealth, and 

positions of authority, and is drawn to the 

use of unjust or sinful means to attain 

good ends. Satan will tempt each of us to 

doubt God’s love, providence, and pow-

er. Here we are taught to follow Jesus’ 

example and respond to temptation as he 

did. Jesus serves as a model for conquer-

ing temptations through prayer, penance, 

and the effective use of the ‘‘word of 

God.” Temptations make us true warriors 

of God by strengthening our minds and 

hearts. We are never tempted beyond the 

strength God gives us. Hence during 

Lent, let us confront our evil tendencies 

with prayer, especially by participating in 

the Holy Mass, penance, and the medita-

tive reading of the Bible, Amen. 

 



Gospel Meditation 

1st Sunday of Lent 

One of the greatest temptations human 
beings face is leaving the truth of who 
they are, where they came from and 
who created them in pursuit of more 
personal satisfactions. When we con-
sider all that desires our attention in a 
given day, there are many lures that at-
tract us to illusions about ourselves. We 
can easily find ourselves distracted or 
tired, preoccupied with preserving our 
status in life, social relationships, cur-
rent trends, and corporate demands, and 
intrigued by pursuing what we perceive 
to be the “path of least resistance.” The 
daily concerns of life can quickly take 
our eyes off of our truth, making the 
empty promises of worldly accomplish-
ments and ideologies seem so attrac-
tive. What is at risk in giving into this 
temptation? 

We cease giving thanks to and worship-
ping our Creator as we pursue our own 
self-sufficiency, power, and prestige. 
We replace the true God with a “pet” 
one. While many do not totally dismiss 
the idea of God and pretend to remain 
at least remotely connected, they do not 
invest themselves heart, mind, and soul 
in the relationship either. That is why 
we are so easily swayed. If something 
attractive comes along, we lunge for it. 
After all, having a position above and 
over everyone else is a good thing, isn’t 

it? In more honest moments, many 
have to admit that they believe this to 
be true. The Evil One is very convinc-
ing. But he can only gain control if we 
allow him to. 

About temptation, St. Basil remarks, 
“As the pilot of a vessel is tried in the 
storm, as the wrestler is tried in the 
ring, the soldier in the battle and the he-
ro in adversity, so is the Christian tried 
in temptation.” And here is found the 
reason for Lent. It is a wonderful op-
portunity to get a handle on the attrac-
tive lures of illusion that easily capti-
vate us and bring us off track. It is also 
a time for some honest reflection rooted 
in prayer, fasting, and selfless giving 
that can bring us to temptation’s reme-
dy: love. Love of his Father gave Jesus 
resistance. It can do the same for us. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-27 

 2-27                  Direct Deposit 

Malta: $1,946.00          $25.00 
Dodson: $200.00         $0.00 
Saco: $168.00              $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

College Outreach  

• St. Mary’s College Outreach Ministry will again be sending care packages to 

St. Mary’s Parish college students and military personnel. Care packages are 

sent out each semester along with prayers and encouraging words. Packages 

will be mailed March 15th.  The Students are Raina, Pierce & Parker Morten-

son, Payton and Sydney Meeks, Reece & Joanie Sjostrom and Taylor 

Eggebrecht. Boxes will be place at the entrance to put your items in. Contact 

Mary LaFond at 406-390-0762.  

 

• Rosery for Jerry Depute is Tuesday March 8th, at 7:00 p.m. in the church. Fu-

neral is at 10:00 a.m. on March 9th. 

 

• The Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry’s will be March 11th, 25th and 

April 8th 

 

• Stations of the cross are scheduled for 6:30 p. m. following the fish fry dinners. 

• Lenten Penance service is March 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

 



 Lenten Rules for Fasting and Abstinence  

All Catholics, 14 years or older, must abstain from meat (beast or fowl) on all 

the Fridays of Lent and on Ash Wednesday. This does not prohibit the use of 

laticineria (e.g. eggs or milk products) nor condiments, even if they are made 

from animal fat.  

Fasting is required for Catholics between18 years of age and who are not yet 

observed their 59th birthday. Those who are subject to the obligation to fast 

may take only one full meal. While two smaller meals (or collations) are al-

lowed to maintain strength and according to particular circumstances, these 

two collations should not equal one full meal. On fast days, eating solid foods 

between meals is not permitted. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are the only 

two fast days required; though fasting is encouraged throughout Lent.  

The paschal fast should be observed on Good Friday. According to the Consti-

tution on the Sacred Liturgy, “The Paschal Fast must be kept sacred. It should 

be celebrated everywhere on Good Friday, and where possible should be pro-

longed throughout Holy Saturday (SC, n. 110). Since Lent officially ends on 

Holy Thursday, this is no longer a Lenten fast after the Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper; no, this is a fast of anticipation—the most ancient act of fasting 

known to the Church. It is highly recommended to extend the paschal fast until 

the Easter Vigil. Regardless of the nature or duration of fasting, restricting 

what we eat, when we eat and how much is eaten should be seen as the mini-

mal response to the Lord’s call to live this Lenten season as a time of penance 

and conversion.  

Lent is the ideal time for interior repentance—the radical re-orienting of our 

lives to God and a turning away from sin. Repentance entails a degree of spir-

itual affliction. Interior penance is expressed externally by prayer, almsgiving 

and fasting. It is a time for a more frequent examination of conscience, in-

creased acts of devotion (e.g., attending daily Mass), self-denial that leads to 

forgiveness of sins and reception of the sacrament of penance all in prepara-

tion for Easter joy!  



 
 


