
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

P.O. Box 70 
Malta, MT 59538 
office@SaintMarysMalta.org 
 
November 27, 2022 

Fr. Felix: (406)  946-2195 
Office: (406) 654-1311 

www.SaintMarysMalta.org 
Fr.felixnayak@yahoo.in 

Fr. Felix Nayak- Pastor 



Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

11-27:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 A.M.:  George & Myrna Cummings r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings 
 
   Saco - 12:30 P.M:  Del Lind  r/b Penny Lind 
 
11-28:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.: My Family  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
11-29: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Greg Skiff r/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
11-30:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  All Our Families  r/b Roberta Pospisil 
          
12-1:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Jim & Margaret O’Leary  r/b Maynard & Mary LaFond 
 
12-2:  Malta—8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Jerry Depute  r/b Christie & William Barr 
 
12-3:  Malta  - 4:00 P.M.  Sam Webb r/b Regina Webb 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
11/27:   1st Sunday of Advent;  Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalms 122:1-9; Romans 13:11-14; 
Matthew 24:37-44 
 
11/28:   Monday of the First week of Advent;  Isaiah 4:2-6; Psalms 122:1-9; 
Matthew 8:5-11 
 
11/29:   Tuesday of the First week of Advent;  Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-
8, 12-13, 17; Luke 10:21-24 
 
11/30:   St. Andrew, Apostle;  Romans 10:9-18; Psalms 19:8-11; Matthew 4:18-
22 
 
12/1:   Thursday of the First week of Advent;  Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalms 118:1 and 
8-9, 19-21, 25-27 Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
 
12/2:   Friday of the First week of Advent; Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalms 27:1, 4, 13-
14; Matthew 9:27-31  
 
12/3:   St. Francis Xavier, Priest;  Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalms 147:1-6; Mat-
thew 9:35—10:1, 5, 6-8 
 
12/4:   2nd Sunday of Advent; St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church;   Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Romans 15:4-9; Mat-
thew 3:1-12 
 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco— 12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Claud Kielb,  Cleo Phillips, John Becker, Alexa LaBrie, Theresa Henry, Darlene 
Flesche, Doreen Taylor, Tana Mount, Cory LaBrie, Eric Riggs, those from our 
area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Mona McDunn, Carol Williams, Greg Skiff, Julia 
Cebulski, Curt Kron, Lew McNamara, Ray Shores, Jerry Depute, Eleanor Emond, 
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship  

Being Surprised by Christ 

Some people hate surprise parties. There are 

those who are uncomfortable with a last-

minute vacation or even an unexpected travel 

upgrade. If it wasn’t part of the plan, it’s a 

cause for consternation. 

There is a temptation to view these folks as 

curmudgeonly — sticks in the mud, obsessed 

with predictability. But I think if we’re being 

honest, there’s a little bit of the surprise-

averse in all of us. 

Deep within the very heart of the element of 

surprise is a kernel of shock. And shock, in 

the moment, can feel similar to trauma. If we 

reflect on the most traumatic occurrences of 

our lives — a loss, an accident, a calamity — 

it is likely that we will say this: “It was the 

shock more than anything that got to me.” 

Grief or fear, those feelings were overwhelm-

ing as well, but they came later. In the first 

moment, all we knew was we were going 

about our lives on one path until we were 

thrust on a different one and then the whole 

future changed. 

This is the natural rhythm of our life here on 

earth. We never know what is coming — 

which is to say, in a beautiful way, we always 

know what is coming. More importantly, we 

know Who is coming. 

Like the early riser who sets the “pre-

alarm” (the one on which he knows he’s go-

ing to hit snooze just to take the edge off the 

disappointment of waking up), we are always 

being given a heads-up in Scripture. From the 

earliest prophecies of the Messiah to Jesus’ 

reminders in the Gospel to the very last words 

of Revelations, God has communicated to His 

stewards: You know the time. The time is 

now. We are called to constant vigilance, per-

petual renewal, steadfast accountability. 

In the end, the coming of Christ may be the 

only event in history that was a surprise, but 

not a shock — and so it will only be beautiful, 

even for those who hate surprise parties. 



Fr. Felix 

 ADVENT I (A) Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

Today, we begin our yearly pilgrimage 

through the events of history of salva-

tion starting with our preparation for 

the birthday celebration of Jesus and 

ending with our reflection on his glori-

ous second coming as judge at the end 

of the world. We are entering the Ad-

vent season. We are invited to meditate 

on Jesus’ first coming in history as a 

baby in Bethlehem, his daily coming 

into our lives in mystery through the 

Sacraments, through the Bible, and 

through the worshipping community. 

Finally, his Second Coming at the end 

of the world to reward the just and to 

punish the wicked.  

From today’s first reading we come to 

know that the prophet looks forward to 

the time when the Covenant between 

God and His people will be extended to 

all people, and the Temple in Jerusalem 

will be the worshipping place for all 

mankind, so that all may live in peace 

and harmony with God. In the late 

eighth century BC, God’s people were 

divided into a northern kingdom called 

Israel, and a southern kingdom known 

as Judah. Israel had fallen under Assyr-

ian rule, while Judah and its capital Je-

rusalem were in danger of being con-

quered by Babylon. In the vision of 

Isaiah, however, Judah is shown as the 

place to which all nations will come for 

instructions in righteous living. The 

prophet reveals that God might love 

other nations in addition to Judah! To-

day psalm invites us to look longingly 

toward Christmas, the Incarnation of 

God among us. 

In the second reading, St. Paul’s ex-

horts to the Roman Christians to show 

them, and us, how to bring about Isai-

ah’s vision of peace. The Jewish Chris-

tians among them lived according to 

the Law of Moses. But the Gentile 

Christians were not free from the 

drunkenness and lust of their pagan 

days. Hence, St. Paul advises them to 

Conduct themselves properly and 

warns them against drunkenness and 

lust. He advises them to get ready to 

meet Jesus at his Second Coming. St. 

Paul believes that Jesus’ Second Com-

ing will be a day of salvation for those 

who are already acting in a proper 

manner. We, too, must act as pilgrims, 



-entering wholeheartedly into our year-

ly pilgrimage through salvation history, 

leaving behind whatever might hinder 

our progress, and accepting whatever 

hardships our journey might entail. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus warns us of 

the urgency of vigilant preparation for 

his coming on our part that we may 

meet him as our Judge both at the end 

of our lives on earth and on the day of 

the Last Judgment when he comes in 

his glory. Jesus reminds us that the un-

repentant, ill-prepared evil people were 

destroyed by the flood in the time of 

Noah and that a thief will be able to 

break in and plunder the precious be-

longings of an ill-prepared householder. 

Thus, Jesus warns us to be vigilant and 

well-prepared all the time, doing the 

will of God by loving others. 

Let us be alert and watchful while spir-

itually preparing for Christmas by of-

fering our daily work to God for His 

glory, by resisting our evil habits and 

inclinations, by seeking reconciliation 

daily with God, our families, and our 

neighbors, and by asking God’s for-

giveness as we extend our uncondition-

al forgiveness to those who have hurt 

us and allow Jesus’ rebirth in our hearts 

and lives, Amen. 

 

  



Gospel Meditation  

1st Sunday of Advent 

We can embrace and relish each moment of 

our lives as a sacred sacrament or noncha-

lantly and robotically attend to what life pre-

sents. We have our feet in two worlds. One 

is holy and sacred, and the other is profane 

and secular. Which one has the greater claim 

on us? To what do we devote most of our 

energy? We can easily be consumed with the 

particular demands and essentials of daily 

life: family, work, obligations, and the like, 

that we don’t really notice anything more 

than what is right before us. We become 

masters at “doing” and neglect our need to 

“savor.” Jesus reminds his friends that “as it 

was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 

coming of the Son of Man. In those days be-

fore the flood, they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, up to the 

day Noah entered the ark. They did not know 

until the flood came and carried them all 

away.” 

While certain things require our daily atten-

tion, we cannot become so consumed with 

them that we fail to see the larger picture of 

what is coming. For the Christian, Advent is 

the time to pause, reflect, and savor. It is a 

time to see life as a sacrament of the moment 

and not just an investment in secular inter-

ests, pleasures, and personal obligations. It is 

easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and 

tired. Apathy can quickly wreak havoc on 

the most dedicated of souls. Whatever we 

can do this Advent season to be more atten-

tive, focused, alert, and watchful will serve 

us well. It will make us eager and well-

prepared to meet our Lord when he comes. It 

is for certain that he will come. 

Who made me? What is my purpose? What 

will happen to me when I die? These are piv-

otal questions that, in life’s busyness, we 

hardly find time to ask and answer. They de-

fine who we are, and the answers we provide 

serve as guideposts and anchors in the seas 

of our lives. Advent is the perfect time to 

make friends with our souls. It is a time to 

perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and 

hearts and seek God’s presence in the simple 

moments of our lives. God is with us. Ask 

God to grant you a deeper appreciation for 

His presence and the gift of attentiveness. 

A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 

Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere 

of synodality.  

Pope Francis’ Intention 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 11-20-2022 

 11-20-2022               Direct Deposit 

Malta: $3502.00        $25.00 
Dodson: $200.00       $0.00 
Saco: $115.00            $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Regina Webb 319-491-7607, auntregina@gmail.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 658-2613 (H), 654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

Announcements 11-27-2022 

• The “I Give Catholic Campaign” Concludes on Giving Tuesday, November 29th, at midnight. 

If you want to give, but don’t want to go to the link, you can write a check or give cash. Make 

the checks payable to St. Mary’s and make a notation “windows” in the memo area. St. 

Mary’s is raising money for new windows in the rectory.   Check the back page of the bulletin 

for directions on how to give and how you can expand the giving for our parish. 

• All those who want to donate to this fund raiser for the windows and want to do it by check or 

cash have until December 5th to do so.     

• Tickets are now on sale for the Eucharistic Revival Event “Cultivating Eucharistic Amaze-

ment” featuring speakers Scott Hahn and Archbishop Sample. Information can be found in 

the bulletin.  

• The Advent Penance Service will be on November 30th at 6:30 P.M. 

 



This first year of the Eucharistic Revival is considered the “diocesan year” where 

efforts are focused at the diocesan level.  The Diocesan Committee on Disciple-

ship has been hard at work, and continues to put events together for the coming 

year.  As of right now there are two major events which I draw your attention to.  

March 4th  Havre Vicariate Eucharistic Revival Retreat at St. Gabriel's in Chi-

nook.   

 May 5th and 6th 2023 in Billings: Dr. Scott Hahn and Archbishop Sample have 

accepted an invitation to present a conference on the Eucharist.   

Tickets are now on available for the Eucharistic Revival 

Conference, “Cultivating Eucharistic Amazement”, on May 

5th and 6th 2023. This event features speaker Dr. Scott 

Hahn and Archbishop Sample. The conference will be held 

at the Central High School in Billings.  The site to purchase 

tickets is:  diocesegfb.org/eucharisticrevival2023/ 

Once tickets are purchase you will be sent information on 

blocks of rooms that have been reserved at discounted pric-

es. 

Eucharistic Revival is a project of the Diocese of Great Falls - Billings. 



  

ATTENTION!!!! 

 November 29th is the Last day 

 

This fundraiser ends on  November at midnight. We need to raise  money for new 

windows in the rectory. The windows are original to the building and are in much 

need of replacement. 

If you would rather give a check or cash, write the check out to St. Mary’s 

and notate “windows” in the memo line, for Cash, put windows on the en-

velope. This donation is tax deductible.  When doing the donation by check 

or cash you have until December 5th. 

This fundraiser gives 100 % to St. Mary’s. Not only can we raise money in our com-

munity, but we are able to share this link to our friends and relatives who no longer 

live in the Malta area but have a connection to St. Mary’s. In doing this we can bring 

in outside money to support our cause.  

The way to do this to share the link through social media and email with friends and 

relatives. You can either ask them to donate or challenge them to a dollar amount to 

donate. Some ideas of who to challenge or ask for donations  are Those Who: 

Went to St. Mary’s school—Who’s family was part of St. Mary’s—Who received 

their sacraments at St. Mary’s  - Family and friends who no longer live in the area 

GO TO:   

diocesegfb.igivecatholic.org/organizations/saintmarysmalta 

 


