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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

12-18:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Alice O’Leaery r/b Maynard and Mary LaFond 
 
   Saco - 12:30 P.M:  Quinten Fish & Fish/Beres Family  r/b Darlene & Bruce Cummings  
 
12-19:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.: Fallen Away Catholics  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
12-20: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Jerry Depute r/b Christi & William Barr 
 
12-21:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Special Intentions  r/b Lana Fortin 
          
12-22:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Repose of Beverly Comstock  r/b Myrtle Hould 
 
12-23:  Malta—8:30 A.M.:  Holy Souls In Purgatory   r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12-24:  Malta  - 5:00 P.M.  Repose of Denver Hould r/b Myrtle Hould 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

12/18:   4th Sunday of Advent;  Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalms 24:1-6; Romans 1:1-7; 
Matthew 1:18-24 
 
12/19:   Monday in the 4th week of Advent;  Judges 13:2-7, 24-25; Psalms 71:3
-6,16-17; Luke 1:5-25 
 
12/20:   Tuesday in the 4th week of Advent;  Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalms 24:1-6; 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
12/21:   St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church;  Songs 2:8-14 or 
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Psalms 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 
 
12/22:   Thursday in the 4th week of Advent;  1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 
4-8; Luke 1:46-56 
 
12/23:   St. John of Kanty, Priest;  Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalms 25:4-5, 8-10 
and 14; Luke 1:57-66 
 
12/24:   Christmas Eve;  Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Psalms 89:2-5, 
27 and 29; Luke 1:67-79 
 
12/25:   The Nativity of the Lord;  Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalms 89:4-5, 16-17, 
27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25  Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; 
Psalms 96:1-3, 11-13; Timothy 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14  Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; 
Psalms 97:1-6, 11-12; Timothy 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20  Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalms 
98:1-6; Hebrew 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—8:30 a.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco— 12:30 p.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Clinton Fish & Family, Claud Kielb,  Cleo Phillips, John Becker, Alexa LaBrie, 
Theresa Henry, Darlene Flesche, Doreen Taylor, Tana Mount, Cory LaBrie, Eric 
Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Mona McDunn, Carol Williams, Greg Skiff, Julia 
Cebulski, Curt Kron, Lew McNamara, Ray Shores, Jerry Depute, Eleanor Emond, 
the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship  

St. Joseph the Steward 

St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of 

stewardship we have in the Gospels. Here is a 

man who understands care and reverence for 

the property of God, a man chosen to be stew-

ard over the very life and breath of God’s Son 

and Spouse. 

Joseph was mindful. He recognized what be-

longed to God. When he understood that 

Mary was to be the mother of God, he was not 

jealous or bitter. He did not presume to claim 

ownership over her. 

Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the oppor-

tunity to be in relationship with God, even if it 

was in a radical and unexpected way. How 

many of us would trust a crazy dream we have 

where an angel tells us our fiancée is carrying 

the Son of God? Well, those of us who are 

already profoundly connected to God through 

prayer. Joseph was open to receiving God, 

and so he was open to the truth in a way many 

of us would not have been. 

Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full 

understanding of the situation, he was unwill-

ing to expose Mary to shame. He did not give 

himself over to feelings of betrayal. 

Joseph was committed. He persevered. The 

Lord had no shortage of strange and even dan-

gerous-sounding tasks for Joseph, but he sub-

mitted to each one. 

Joseph was accountable. When he awoke 

from his dream, “he did as the angel of the 

Lord had commanded him, and took his wife 

into his home.” 

Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, 

and he gave of them wisely. Let us pray that 

we have the grace to follow in his example. 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 



Fr. Felix 

ADVENT IV (A): Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

In today’ first reading, we come to 

know that God had promised an unend-

ing dynasty to David. Hence the Israel-

ites hung their hopes on a coming Mes-

siah who would restore the peace and 

prosperity they longed for. Confident in 

Yahweh, He would protect Judah and 

its king, the prophet Isaiah told Ahaz to 

have Faith in Yahweh and not to ally 

himself with Assyria. Ahaz appeased 

the Assyrians, replaced the altar in the 

Temple with an Assyrian altar and sac-

rificed his firstborn son to the Assyrian 

god. Isaiah told Ahaz that the Lord 

wanted him to ask God for a sign of the 

truth of what Isaiah was saying. He re-

fused to ask for a sign, using the excuse 

that it would be “tempting God” to do 

so. In frustration, Isaiah announced 

God’s sign, the birth from a virgin of a 

son, whose very name is 

“Emmanuel” (“God is with us”). Seven 

centuries later, it was fulfilled what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, with the birth of Jesus.  

In second reading St. Paul asserts that 

Jesus is a descendant of David and thus 

the Messiah, being: “descended from 

David according to the flesh” (Rom 

1:3). He explains further that Jesus was 

revealed and established as the Son of 

God in power by his Resurrection from 

the dead. Then Paul provides a sweep-

ing summary of God’s mighty acts in 

history through Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 

birth is significant because of his death 

and Resurrection for our salvation. The 

Christian congregation in Rome was 

small, they were meeting in people’s 

homes. These were the first-generation 

converts – some Jewish, some Gentile. 

Paul was introducing himself to the 

Romans in this letter, and he was estab-

lishing his authority as God’s Apostle. 

That was necessary because the Church 

in Rome knew Paul as a former perse-

cutor not an Apostle. Paul sees how Je-

sus’ coming and his own mission to 

non-Jews is prefigured in the Hebrew 

Scriptures.   

To understand better, today’s Gospel, 

we need to go down to the Jewish cul-

ture and the procedure of Jewish mar-

riage. The Jewish marriage started with 

an engagement arranged by parents, 

often between children. Just prior to 



marriage, couples began a year-long 

betrothal very much like marriage ex-

cept for sexual rights. Betrothal was 

binding and could be terminated only 

by death or divorce. A person who's be-

trothed had died was considered to be a 

widow or widower. Joseph was be-

trothed to Mary, in this stage Joseph 

found that Mary was pregnant without 

his knowledge. Now, the Jewish law 

required that Mary be stoned to death, 

and it was the responsibility of Joseph 

to bring Mary to justice as a just Jew, 

because she would have been consid-

ered an unfaithful wife, and the baby 

would have been stoned to death with 

her. In Dt 22:23-24, the penalty for 

adultery was death by stoning at the 

door of her father’s house as she had 

disgraced her father. Since Joseph was 

a just man of great mercy who knew 

both Jewish law and divine law of love 

as the greatest law, he resolved to di-

vorce Mary quietly so that he might not 

cause her death. In doing so, he demon-

strates his magnanimous and integrated 

personality. It shows his emotional and 

psychological balance. It also presup-

poses that Joseph must have undergone 

a lot of spiritual exercises to discern the 

divine intervention. As a result, in a 

dream, Joseph was told by the Angle 

that the Child had been conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, and that he himself was 

to be the foster-father of the Christ, 

claiming the Child by naming Him, and 

then rearing Him. Joseph, through trust 

and Faith in God, accepted his mission 

as the foster-father of the Son of God. 

Like Joseph, we need to trust in God, 

listen to Him and be faithful. All of us 

face problems. It may be financial 

problems, job insecurity, family prob-

lems, health concerns, social or politi-

cal problems. Instead of relying on our 

own ability, like Joseph, let us trust in 

God and discern His intervention to 

solve our problems. Let us remain 

faithful and prayerful, imitating Joseph 

and Mary, the humblest of the humble, 

the kindliest of the kindly, and the 

greatest-ever believers in God’s good-

ness and mercy, as we welcome Jesus 

into our hearts and lives this Christmas, 

Amen. 

 

  



Gospel Meditation 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development find peo-

ple dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooper-

ation.  

Pope Francis’ Intention 

4th Sunday of Advent 

An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado 

rips through several neighborhoods, a bomb 

claims a maternity hospital and a sudden heart 

attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is un-

predictable and dramatic. Many buy into the 

sad illusion that the securities and familiarities 

we see around us today will remain forever: 

our homes, our friends, our spouses, our 

churches, and even our health. We are stunned 

and shaken by a sudden change, finding our-

selves bewildered, mortified, and even embit-

tered. We do not like change, especially 

change driven by sources beyond our control. 

Are there any guarantees in life? We often live 

as if our lives come with lifetime warranties. 

When they break, they can be fixed or re-

placed. Such is not the case. Many things are 

irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During 

life’s inevitable chaos, God says: “Do not be 

afraid.” Seriously? How can one not be afraid 

when things are falling apart? 

Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unre-

alistic, and somewhat unhealthy, to strive to 

live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 

and can be a catalyst to discovering more pro-

found things. What we do with fear and how 

we understand it is critical. Fear can either 

cripple us or move us forward. God does not 

want fear to cripple us. If we look around at all 

that can change in our lives and consider what 

we might have to do, we can easily wallow in 

the mire of self-misery. Or we can step up to 

the challenge, as Mary did, and do what needs 

doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do 

the right and just thing! What gives us this 

courage? Faith. 

God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent 

preparations. We need to be reminded that we 

are not in this alone. God not only made us 

and loves us, but God keeps us! In the person 

of Jesus Christ, God is the sign we need to per-

severe! Do not be afraid and do not be unbe-

lieving! Hold fast to what God has done in 

giving us His only begotten Son. We do not 

have to anxiously attempt to control life’s un-

predictability. God has blessed us with the 

birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us and 

will not abandon us, even in death. 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-11-2022 

 12-11-2022               Direct Deposit 

Malta: $2,108.00        $25.00 
Dodson: $91.00       $0.00 
Saco: $67.00            $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 406-654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Deb Sjostrom  406-654-1451,  dsjostrom@randall-hurley.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

Announcements 12-18-2022 

• Sunday, December 18, 2022—immediately after Mass, everyone is invited help deco-

rate for Christmas. Many items to be hauled up, trees to be decorated, altar clothes, 

nativity to be set. We welcome donations of live poinsettias.  
• Wednesday, December 21st, the high school youth group will be putting on a meal 

with popcorn and a movie for the  Pre-K thru 8th grade youth and their families. The 

movie is “The Star”.   
• If people could donate bottle water, Tang and Kool-Aid for the meal it would be 

greatly appreciated.  
• Christmas Eve Mass will be at 5:00 p.m.  Note the time change 
 



This first year of the Eucharistic Revival is considered the “diocesan year” where efforts are 

focused at the diocesan level.  The Diocesan Committee on Discipleship has been hard at work, 

and continues to put events together for the coming year.  As of right now there are two major 

events which I draw your attention to.  

March 4th  Havre Vicariate Eucharistic Revival Retreat at St. Gabriel's in Chinook.   

 May 5th and 6th 2023 in Billings: Dr. Scott Hahn and Archbishop Sample have accepted an 

invitation to present a conference on the Eucharist.   

Tickets are now on available for the Eucharistic Revival Conference, “Cultivating Eu-

charistic Amazement”, on May 5th and 6th 2023. This event features speaker Dr. Scott 

Hahn and Archbishop Sample. The conference will be held at the Central High School in 

Billings.  The site to purchase tickets is:  diocesegfb.org/eucharisticrevival2023/ 

Once tickets are purchase you will be sent information on blocks of rooms that have been 

reserved at discounted prices. 

Eucharistic Revival is a project of the Diocese of Great Falls - Billings. 

 

How is the celebration of the Holy Eucharist carried out? 

The Eucharist unfolds in two great parts which together form one, single act of worship. The 

Liturgy of the Word involves proclaiming and listening to the Word of God. The Liturgy of the 

Eucharist includes of the presentation of the bread and sine, the prayer or the anaphora contain-

ing the words of consecrations, and communion. 



Christmas Schedule  
Sunday, December 18, 2022—immediately after Mass, every-

one is invited help decorate for Christmas. Many items to be 

hauled up, trees to be decorated, altar clothes, nativity to be 

set. We welcome donations of live poinsettias.  

 

Saturday—December 24th, CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

starts at 5:00PM in Malta (note special time)  

 

Sunday, December 25th—CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES  

• DODSON—Sacred Heart 8:30AM  

• MALTA—St. Mary’s 10:30AM  

• SACO—St. Francis 12:30PM  

 


