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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

12-25:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  For all Parishioners;   
  
            Dodson—8:30 A.M.:  Wilma Mavencamp r/b Maynard and Mary LaFond 
 
   Saco - 12:30 P.M:  NO MASS  
 
12-26:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.: Fallen Away Catholics  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
12-27: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Roberta Pospisil r/b Darlene and Bruce Cummings 
 
12-28:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Special Intentions  r/b Lana Fortin 
          
12-29:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Repose of Richard McGuire  r/b Maynard and Mary LaFond 
 
12-30:  Malta—8:30 A.M.:  Holy Souls In Purgatory  r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
12-31:  Malta  - 4:00 P.M.  Quinten Fish r/b Darlene and Bruce Cummings 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

12/25:   The Nativity of the Lord;  Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalms 89:4-5, 16-17, 
27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25  Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; 
Psalms 96:1-3, 11-13; Timothy 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14  Dawn: Isaiah 62:11-12; 
Psalms 97:1-6, 11-12; Timothy 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20  Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalms 
98:1-6; Hebrew 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 
12/26:   St. Stephen, First Martyr;  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalms 31:3-4, 6 and 
8, 16, 17; Matthew 10:17-22 
 
12/27:   St. John, Apostle and Evangelist;  1 John 1:1-4; Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-
12; Jahn 20:1-8 
 
12/28:   The Holy Innocents, Martyrs;  1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalms 124:2-5, 7-8; 
Matthew 2:13-18  
 
12/29:   St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr;  1 John 2:3-11; Psalms 96:1-3, 
5-6; Luke 2:22-35 
 
12/30:   Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph;  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Colos-
sians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; Psalms 128:1-5; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 
12/31:   St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year’s Eve;  1 John 2:18-21; Psalms 96:1-2, 
11-13; John 1:1-18 
 
1/2:       Mary, The Holy Mother of God, National Migration Week, 
New Year’s Day, World Day of Peace;  Numbers 6:22-27; Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 6, 
8; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco— 8:30 a.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Quinten Fish & Family, Claud Kielb,  Cleo Phillips, John Becker, Alexa LaBrie, 
Theresa Henry, Darlene Flesche, Doreen Taylor, Tana Mount, Cory LaBrie, Eric 
Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Bill Crowder, Mona McDunn, Carol Williams, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship  

Being the Sign 

I think the real challenge of evangelization in 

the modern age is the reality that pretty much 

everyone has already heard of Jesus Christ — 

or, at least, they think they have. 

To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who 

shared news of the birth of Jesus with the 

shepherds had an easy job. All he had to do 

was announce it. 

Our baptism compels us to do the same — to 

announce the coming of Christ over and over 

again, always and everywhere. But our audi-

ence is not a group of illiterate shepherds in 

ancient Judea. Our audience is a world that 

has heard so much about Jesus they often 

claim weariness of his name. So how do we 

do it? If we walk into a crowd of strangers 

and tell them we want to talk about Jesus, 

their reaction will probably be either “I al-

ready know about Jesus, thanks,” or “I’ve 

heard of him, and based on the behavior of 

those who claim to follow him, I’m really not 

interested in hearing more.” 

Because in the end, our very lives are how we 

“announce his salvation” in the present day. 

We announce it in our actions to strangers. 

We announce it in our treatment of people 

who have wronged us. We announce it in our 

interactions with those who disagree with us. 

How long had the coming of the Messiah 

been foretold to the Israelites? So long that, 

no doubt, many of them despaired of his com-

ing altogether. So, God had to give them a 

sign: “You will find an infant wrapped in 

swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." 

Now we are the sign. 

The world has heard of Christ by now. But 

have they all seen him? It’s our job to show 

them.. 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 



Fr. Felix 

Christmas Homily-2022 

Dear friends in Jesus Christ,  

First, Christmas is the feast of our re-

demption. The message of Christmas is 

that God became man to be with us as a 

saving, Emmanuel, God-with-us. God 

undertook the Incarnation of Jesus as 

True God and true man to save us from 

the bondage of sin. The purpose of this 

incarnation is given in Jn 3:16: “For 

God so loved the world that He gave 

His only-begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life.” We call our celebra-

tion of the Incarnation of God in a Ba-

by today “Good News” because our 

Divine Savior has been born. As our 

Savior, Jesus liberated us from slavery 

to sin and atoned for our sins by his 

suffering, death, and Resurrection. So, 

every Christmas reminds us that we 

need a Savior every day, to free us 

from our evil addictions and unjust, im-

pure, and uncharitable tendencies. 

Christmas also challenges us to accept 

Jesus in the manger as our saving God 

and personal Savior and to surrender 

our lives to him. 

Second, Christmas is the Feast of 

God’s sharing His love with us. Jesus, 

as our Savior, brought the “Good 

News” that our God is a loving, forgiv-

ing, merciful, rewarding God. He 

demonstrated by his life and teaching 

how God our Heavenly Father loves us, 

forgives us, provides for us, and re-

wards us. All his miracles were signs of 

this Divine Love. Jesus’ final demon-

stration of God’s love for us was his 

own death on the cross to atone for our 

sins and to make us children of God. 

Each Christmas reminds us that sharing 

love with others is our Christian privi-

lege and duty, and every time we do it, 

Jesus is reborn in our lives.  

Hence, let us allow Jesus to be reborn 

in our hearts and lives, not only during 

Christmas, but every day. May Jesus 

radiate the Light of his Presence from 

within us as sharing and selfless love, 

expressed in compassionate words and 

deeds, unconditional forgiveness, the 

spirit of humble service, and overflow-

ing generosity. 

Third, Christmas is the Feast of the 



Emmanuel, God living with us and 

within us. Christmas is the feast of the 

Emmanuel because God in the New 

Testament is a God Who continues to 

live with us in all the events of our 

lives as the Emmanuel announced by 

the angel to Mary. Jesus lives in us as 

Emmanuel in the Sacraments, especial-

ly in the Holy Eucharist, in the Bible, 

in the praying community, and in each 

believer, as the Holy Spirit residing in 

us makes us His Temples. Christmas 

reminds us that we are bearers of God 

with the missionary privilege and duty 

of conveying Jesus to those around us 

by loving them as Jesus did, through 

sacrificial, humble, committed service. 

Sharing with others Jesus, the Emman-

uel living within us, is the best Christ-

mas gift we can give, or receive, today.  

Finally, the core message of Christmas 

is not merely that Jesus came into the 

world at Bethlehem, but that He comes 

to us now. Each one of us will one day 

stand before this baby and whether or 

not we are welcomed into His kingdom 

depends on whether we welcome Him 

here and now. May this Christmas be a 

grace filled time to truly welcome the 

Lord into our lives, Amen  

  



Gospel Meditation 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development find peo-

ple dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooper-

ation.  

Pope Francis’ Intention 

The Nativity of the Lord 

As we age, time seems to pass more quick-

ly. Years seemingly fly by as one holiday 

flows into the next, January quickly be-

comes December and life maintains its 

hectic pace. What do we accomplish in all 

of that busyness? Perhaps technology is 

responsible for some of the frenzy, keeping 

us isolated in our social media worlds, 

communicating through texts rather than in 

person, and always connected to world 

events. We’re over stimulated in many 

ways by information, noise, opinions, and 

ideologies. Yet, we still find the time to 

decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and 

plan Christmas gatherings. We know, how-

ever, that the true meaning of Christmas is 

not found in twinkling lights, beautifully 

adorned trees, perfectly set tables or ex-

changed gifts. We are being called to 

something deeper and more authentic. 

Christmas reminds us to look for God 

along the way of our lives and not get dis-

tracted by the illusions around us. Our 

world’s complexity can leave us feeling 

displaced, desperate, alone, neglected, and 

unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt that 

way too. In the midst of all that captures 

and intrigues us in our self-created virtual 

worlds, is this longing for the anchor of 

faith to keep us grounded and make sense 

of it all. Only faith can give us the perspec-

tive to see what truly matters in life. We 

discover our divinely blessed humanity. 

The uncertain and challenging journey to 

Bethlehem gives way to the tender mo-

ments of birth and its embrace. Christmas 

softens us and slows us down a bit. It 

shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens 

everyone. It shows us the truth. 

The faith that comes from Christmas calms 

our fears and allows us to go into the 

nighttime of our lives courageously. We 

are never lost or alone. We need to stop 

and savor more of life’s moments before 

they slip away in time. God is with us, lov-

ing us, and leading us where we need to be. 

God is born again and again in every soul 

willing to give birth to His presence. God 

connects us and provides us with a place 

where we feel safe and welcome: home. 

Merry Christmas! 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 12-18-2022 

 12-18-2022               Direct Deposit 

Malta: $1,663.00        $25.00 
Dodson: $333.00       $0.00 
Saco: $230.00            $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 406-654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Deb Sjostrom  406-654-1451,  dsjostrom@randall-hurley.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 



This first year of the Eucharistic Revival is considered the “diocesan year” where efforts are 

focused at the diocesan level.  The Diocesan Committee on Discipleship has been hard at work, 

and continues to put events together for the coming year.  As of right now there are two major 

events which I draw your attention to.  

March 4th  Havre Vicariate Eucharistic Revival Retreat at St. Gabriel's in Chinook.   

 May 5th and 6th 2023 in Billings: Dr. Scott Hahn and Archbishop Sample have accepted an 

invitation to present a conference on the Eucharist.   

Tickets are now on available for the Eucharistic Revival Conference, “Cultivating Eu-

charistic Amazement”, on May 5th and 6th 2023. This event features speaker Dr. Scott 

Hahn and Archbishop Sample. The conference will be held at the Central High School in 

Billings.  The site to purchase tickets is:  diocesegfb.org/eucharisticrevival2023/ 

Once tickets are purchase you will be sent information on blocks of rooms that have been 

reserved at discounted prices. 

Eucharistic Revival is a project of the Diocese of Great Falls - Billings. 

 

In what way is the Eucharist a memorial of the sacrifice of Christ? 

The Eucharist is a memorial in the sense that it makes present and actual the sacrifice which 

Christ offered to the Father on the Cross, once and for all on behalf of mankind. The sacrificial 

character of the Holy Eucharist is manifested in the very words of institution, “This is my body 

which is given for you” and “This cup is the New Covenant in my Blood that will be shed for 

you” 9Luke 22:19-20). The sacrifice of the cross and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one and 

the same sacrifice. The priest and the victim are the same; only the manner of offering is dif-

ferent: in a bloody manner on the cross, in an unbloody manner in the Eucharist. CCC 280 



 


