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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

1-8:     Malta - 10:30 AM:  Repose of the Soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
  
            Dodson—12:30  P.M. :  Repose of the Soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 
   Saco - 8:30 A.M:  Repose of the Soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 
1-9:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.: Fallen Away Catholics  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
1-10: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  LaFond Families r/b Darlene and Bruce Cummings 
 
1-11:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Wanda LaFond  r/b Maynard and Mary LaFond 
          
1-12:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Repose of Bea Kruse  r/b Julie Howell 
 
1-13:  Malta—8:30 A.M.:  Holy Souls In Purgatory  r/b Julie Howell 
 
1-14:  Malta  - 4:00 P.M.  For all Parishioners 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

 
1-8:   The Epiphany of the Lord;  Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; 
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-1 
 
1/9:     The Baptism of the Lord;  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Psalms 
29:1-4, 9-10; Matthew 3:13-17 
 
1-10:   Tuesday in the 1st  week of Ordinary Time;  Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalms 
8:2 and 5-9; Mark 1:21-28 or Hebrews 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Mark 1:14-28 
 
1-11:   Wednesday in the 1st week of Ordinary Time;  Heb 2:14-18; Psalms 
105:1-9; Mark 1:29-39 
 
1-12:   Thursday in the 1st week of Ordinary Time;  Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalms 
95:6-11; Mark 1:40-45 
 
1-13:   St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church;  Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; 
Psalms 78:3-4, 6-8; Mark 2:1-12 
 
1-14:   Saturday in the 1st week of Ordinary Time;  Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalms 
19:8-10, 15; Mark 2:13-17 
 
1-15:   2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time;  Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; Psalms 40:2, 4, 7-10;   
1 Cor 1:1-3; John 1:29-34 
 

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco— 8:30 a.m.   



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
Quinten Fish & Family, Claud Kielb,  Cleo Phillips, John Becker, Alexa LaBrie, 
Theresa Henry, Darlene Flesche, Doreen Taylor, Tana Mount, Cory LaBrie, Eric 
Riggs, those from our area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Bill Crowder, Mona McDunn, Carol Williams, the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory, and for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Everyday Stewardship  

Penances and Prayers 

God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than 

candlelight under the rafters of a barn: 

Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay, And 

Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed 

stable.* 

When I was younger, I wrote music to and 

recorded Thomas Merton’s poem, 

“Epiphany Carol.” If you have never read 

it, search it out on the internet. Merton’s 

words are profound and paint a picture of 

the awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn 

King of Kings, lying in a simple straw 

bed. The shepherds and Wise Men are 

drawn to pay homage to the One who has 

been born above all others and 

brings with him hope for a broken 

world. 

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts 

we are called to bring to this baby and lay 

at his feet are our prayers and penances, 

next to those gifts of worldly wealth. What 

is it that you have to bring to the stable on 

this feast of the Epiphany of the Lord? Un-

less those prayers and penances lead to a 

new way of living, our gifts will be void of 

meaning. What we lay before him speaks 

to the change in us that he has given to us 

by his birth. Our daily stewardship is re-

sembled in those gifts. If we are to truly 

echo the kingdom of God in our lives and 

actions, what we ultimately offer to him is 

no less than our entire selves. This baby 

will give his entire self for us, and his 

work must continue through our hands and 

feet. 

While we unnumbered children of the 

wicked centuries Come after with our 

penances and prayers, And lay them 

down in the sweet-smelling hay Beside 

the wise men’s golden jars.* 

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by 

Thomas Merton 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Fr. Felix 

Feast of Epiphany: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt. 2: 1-12 

In today's first reading, the Prophet 

Isaiah consoles the people in exile by 

speaking of the restoration of New Je-

rusalem which will be visible even to 

the pagan nations. Isaiah promised 

them redemption, renewal and restora-

tion of a new life in their own land. 

The promise includes all people. As a 

sign of gratitude for the priceless gift of 

Faith offered by Jerusalem, the nations 

will bring wealth by land and sea, espe-

cially gold for the Temple and frankin-

cense for the sacrifice. Everyone will 

be drawn to Jerusalem as the radiance 

of God’s favor rests on her. This is re-

alized in Jesus Christ the son of God 

and the Savior of the world. 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul re-

veals God’s plan that the Gentiles also 

have a part with the Jews in Divine 

blessings. In Christ, God is calling to-

gether the one human race to 

acknowledge and serve Him in holi-

ness. This reading expresses hope for 

all people to embrace God as a privi-

leged recipient of a Divine epiphany. 

St. Paul declares that he has been com-

missioned by Christ to make this mys-

tery known to the world.  

Today’s Gospel explains the feast of 

Epiphany. The Greek word Epiphany 

means appearance or manifestation. In 

the context of Christianity, "Epiphany" 

refers to God’s Self-revelation and the 

revelation of Jesus as His Son. The an-

gels revealed Jesus to the shepherds, 

and the star revealed Jesus to the Magi, 

who had already received hints of Him 

from Jewish Scriptures. Some thirty 

years later, God the Father revealed to 

Israel Jesus' identity as His Son, as 

John baptized Jesus in the Jordan. In 

the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus re-

vealed Himself as the promised Messi-

ah. Finally, Jesus revealed His Divinity 

by turning water into wine at the wed-

ding of Cana. These multiple revela-

tions are all suggested by the Feast of 

the Epiphany. The Feast of Epiphany 

reminds us of three groups of people:  

I. group of people, headed by Herod 

planned to destroy Jesus as he consid-

ered Jesus a potential threat to his king-

ship. Later, the scribes and Pharisees 

plotted to kill Jesus because Jesus was 



threat to their social and religious sta-

tus. Today, many oppose Christ and the 

Church because of their selfish mo-

tives, evil ways, and unjust lives. Chil-

dren still have Herod’s to fear as mil-

lions of innocents, unborn children are 

aborted every day. 

II. group, consist of priests and scribes, 

ignored Jesus. The scribes, the Phari-

sees and the priests were able to tell 

Herod the exact time and place of Je-

sus’ birth, but they refused to go and 

see the child Jesus, even though Bethle-

hem was quite close to Jerusalem. They 

were more interested in their own self-

ish gains than in discovering the truth.  

Today, many Christians remind us of 

this group who practice their religion 

for selfish gain, ignoring Jesus' teach-

ings. 

III. group, consist of shepherds and the 

magi, adored Jesus and offered them-

selves to Him. The shepherds offered 

the only gifts they had, love, tears of 

joy. The Magi offered gold, in recogni-

tion of Jesus as the King of the Jews; 

frankincense, in acknowledgment of 

HIM as God, and myrrh as a symbol of 

His human nature.  

Like the Magi, every one of us has the 

sacred Scripture and the sacraments to 

follow Jesus. Let us become the third 

group and worship Jesus at every Mass 

with the gold of our love, the myrrh of 

our humility and the frankincense of 

our adoration. Let us offer God our 

very selves, promising Him that we 

will use His blessings to do good for 

our neighbors. Like the Magi, let us 

choose a better way of life, abstaining 

from proud and impure thoughts, words 

and actions, evil habits and selfish be-

havior. Finally, let us become the star 

of Jesus for others and lead them to Je-

sus, Amen. 



Gospel Meditation 

For educators  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than competition 

and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.  

Pope Francis’ Intention 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

A friend of mine is a young priest who 

teaches high school physics at a Catho-

lic boys’ prep school. Like many today, 

the boys often think science and reli-

gion are enemies. So, he delights in 

their raised eyebrows when he reminds 

them his first full-time job as a priest 

was to be an astrophysicist. He cata-

loged the size, shape, and matter of dis-

tant stars. He tells them, “Science gave 

me more love for God, not less.” 

The Magi were something like scientist-

astronomers. Like today’s scientists, 

they employed disciplined methods of 

discovering dependable patterns in the 

world. Their rigorous commitment to 

the truth led them to the joy of discover-

ing Jesus. Their love for knowledge 

leads them to worship the Source of all 

knowledge. Luke says of them, “They 

were overjoyed at seeing the star.” 

We may see the universe as cold and 

empty and feel sad. But why should we 

do that? The Magi, like my priest-

friend, show us there is another way to 

experience the world. We use our intel-

ligence to discover the beautiful pat-

terns in the world — in mathematics, 

physics, astronomy, biology, neurosci-

ence, and so on — and allow this to 

lead us to greater love for God. So, my 

fellow Magi: the world needs us to be 

overjoyed at finding God in science 

and, finally and fully, in Jesus 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 1-1-2023 

 1-1-2023               Direct Deposit 

Malta: $4,136.00        $25.00 
Dodson: $145.00       $0.00 
Saco: $NA.00            $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 406-654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Deb Sjostrom  406-654-1451,  dsjostrom@randall-hurley.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Weekly Reflection from Word of Life 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Cliff Merriman— 654-4391, merrimanclifford@gmail.com  (K of C) 

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

January 8th  

“Through the Incarnation and birth of Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all 

human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and inviolable. The Son of 

God has united himself with every human being and desires for us to share eter-

nal life with him… Each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, and we 

reflect his glory in the world.”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Announcements 1-8-2023 

St. Mary’s is in need of someone to help with snow removal while 

Maynard and Mary are gone for the next few months. If you are 

willing to help or know someone who is, please contact Fr. Felix or 

Brenda in the parish office. 

 

Happy New Year from Fr. Felix, Brenda and Mariah.  



This first year of the Eucharistic Revival is considered the “diocesan year” where efforts are 

focused at the diocesan level.  The Diocesan Committee on Discipleship has been hard at work, 

and continues to put events together for the coming year.  As of right now there are two major 

events which I draw your attention to.  

March 4th  Havre Vicariate Eucharistic Revival Retreat at St. Gabriel's in Chinook.   

 May 5th and 6th 2023 in Billings: Dr. Scott Hahn and Archbishop Sample have accepted an 

invitation to present a conference on the Eucharist.   

Tickets are now on available for the Eucharistic Revival Conference, “Cultivating Eu-

charistic Amazement”, on May 5th and 6th 2023. This event features speaker Dr. Scott 

Hahn and Archbishop Sample. The conference will be held at the Central High School in 

Billings.  The site to purchase tickets is:  diocesegfb.org/eucharisticrevival2023/ 

Once tickets are purchase you will be sent information on blocks of rooms that have been 

reserved at discounted prices. 

Eucharistic Revival is a project of the Diocese of Great Falls - Billings. 

 

How is Christ present in the Eucharist? 

Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist in a unique and incomparable way. He present in a true, 

real and substantial way, with his Body and his Blood, with his Soul and his Divinity. In the 

Eucharist, therefore, there is present in a sacramental way, that is, under the Eucharistic species 

of bread and wine, Christ whole and entire, God and Man.  CCC 282 



 

Diocese of Cheyenne 

Diocese of Great Falls-Billings 

Diocese of Helena 

The Epiphany of the Lord Jan 7/8: On this Feast of Epiphany, we 
wish you the courage of the Magi to commit to making the next Mar-
riage Encounter Experience.  Bring the gift of yourself, the gift of your 
relationship and explore how your love can profoundly change our 
church and our world.  The next ME Experience will be Feb 3-5 in 
Billings, MT.  There will be a spring Experience at the Historic Elk 
Mountain Hotel, April 21-23.  For more information or to register call 
Dan and Clare: 406-697-3275 or visit our website:  wwme.org 


