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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

2-26:     Malta - 10:30 AM:   For all Parishioners 
 
            Dodson—12:30  P.M. :  Special Intentions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
   Saco - 8:30 A.M:  Repose of Dick Morrow r/b Julie & Gary Howell 
 
2-27:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.: Tom Golic  r/b Anonymous  
 
2-28: Malta - 8:30 A.M.:  Repose of Del Lind r/b Penny Lind 
 
3-1:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Mother Mary– Special Intentions  r/b Lana Fortin 
          
3-2:  Malta - 8:30 A.M.  Pekovitch Families  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
3-3:  Malta—8:30 A.M.:  My Family  r/b Lana Fortin 
 
3-4:  Malta  - 4:00 P.M.   Special Intentions r/b Lana Fortin 

Confession Schedule 

Fr. Felix will be in the Confessional at St. Mary’s Church Friday’s 9:00-10:00, 
Saturday from 11:00 A.M.—Noon; and by appointment. 

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Friday from 9 to 10 AM after Daily Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2124 

Meets First Tuesday of the month 

Parish Council of Catholic 
Women 

Meets Second Sunday of the month 

Contact Fr. Felix for Home Visits, Distribution of the Sacraments, Home 

Blessings and Counseling of any type. 



Daily Scripture Readings 

2-26:    1st Sunday of Lent;  Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Psalms 51:3-6, 12-13, 17; Ro-
mans 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19;  Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
2-27:    St. Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the Church; Leviticus 19:1
-2, 11-18; Psalms 19:8-10, 15; Matthew 25:31-46 
 
2-28:    Tuesday in the 1st week of Lent;  Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalms 34:4-7, 16-19; 
Matthew 6:7-15 
 
3-1:      Wednesday in the 1st week of Lent;   Jonah 3:1-10; Psalms 51:3-4, 12-
13, 18-19; Luke 11:29-32 
 
3-2:      Thursday in the 1stFirst Week of Lent;  Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; 
Psalms 138:1-3, 7-8; Matthew 7:7-12 
 
3-3:      St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin;   Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalms 130:1-8; Mat-
thew 5:20-26 
 
3-4:     St. Casimir;  Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalms 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Matthew 
5:43-48 
 
3-5:    2nd Sunday of Lent;  Genesis 12:1-4; Psalms 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 2 Timo-
thy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9 
  

Saturday Evening  - 4:00 p.m.    

Sunday—Dodson—12:30 p.m. 

        Malta  - 10:30 a.m. 

                  Saco— 8:30 a.m.   

 



Welcome! We’re glad you will be joining us. If you would like to register with the 
parish, please fill out this form and drop it in the collection basket. You may bring 
it by the parish office or send it to us. 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:_____________________________________________________ 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 

You may also use this form for a change of address. Thanks! 

New to the Parish? 

Sacraments 

Confessions: See page 2 of this week's 
bulletin for schedule or by appointment.  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Please contact 
Fr. Felix as soon as possible for 
anointing. 

Baptism: Normally celebrated at 
weekend Masses. Parental sessions are 
required. 

Marriages: Six month couple 
preparation period required. Please meet 
with Fr. Felix before scheduling 
marriage date. 

Please Pray For 
 Cil & Ken Borseth, Kaden Bishop, Noel Emond, John Sunford, Quinten Fish & 
Family, Claud Kielb,  Alexa LaBrie,  Cory LaBrie, Eric Riggs, those from our 
area serving in the military. 

For the repose of the souls of  Cleo Phillips, Janice Abrahamson, Darlene Flesche, 
Bill Crowder, Mona McDunn, Carol Williams, the Poor Souls in Purgatory, and 
for comfort and peace for their families. 

Anyone who needs to have prayers said for someone can call Jean Niebur at 654-
2822 and Dianne Salsbery 654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for one 
month unless specified. 



Ministry 3-4 3-5 

Sacristan Deb Sjostrom Stacy French 

Lector Lana Fortin                   

Jeff Van Heel 

Terri Cole                     

Diane Lieble 

Hospitality Darlene Cummings Bruce & Linda Hould 



Fr. Felix 

LENT I (A) Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 

Today’s liturgy challenges us that the Lent is 

primarily the time of intense spiritual prepara-

tion for conquering our temptations, using the 

means Jesus used during his forty days of 

preparation in the desert for his public life. It 

is also the time for repenting of our sins and 

renewing our lives for the celebration of East-

er with our Risen Lord who conquered sin 

and death by his suffering, death and Resur-

rection.  

Today’s first reading describes the “Original 

Temptation.”  This is the story of the first sin, 

symbolized by the eating of the forbidden 

fruit. It tells us that Adam and Eve were given 

the possibility of making a choice. The funda-

mental choice was to live for God, dependent 

upon, and obedient to His will, or to say no to 

God. Like Adam and Eve, we are all tempted 

to put ourselves in God’s place.  Consequent-

ly, we feel there is every limit to our freedom, 

and we don’t want to be held responsible for 

the consequences of our choices. In Genesis 

we witness how temptation to evil led Adam 

and Eve to an act of faithlessness and sin. In 

contrast, today’s Gospel from St. Matthew 

shows us how Jesus Christ conquered tempta-

tion by relying on Faith in God’s Word and 

authority.  

In the second reading, St. Paul describes how 

the disobedience of Adam, who fell to Satan’s 

Original Temptation, brought him and us 

death.  Paul reminds us of the social conse-

quences of sin. Sin is never a private affair, 

affecting only oneself. When we sin, all our 

relationships are affected: our relationship 

with our inner self, our relationships with our 

brothers and sisters, our relationship with our 

God and our relationship with nature and the 

world in which we live.  

Paul says that just as sin and death came 

through Adam, salvation and life come 

through Christ. Paul compares human sin and 

its consequences to Christ’s saving action and 

its restorative effects on humankind. Christ 

regained for us a right relationship with God 

that Paul calls justification, which comes to us 

as undeserved grace. The first Adam brought 

disobedience, sin, condemnation, and death. 

The new Adam has brought obedience, right-

eousness, justification, and eternal life. 

Today’s Gospel teaches us how the “desert 

experience” of fasting, praying, and soul-

strengthening enabled Jesus to confront his 

temptations successfully and then to preach 

the Good News of salvation. The tempter urg-

es Jesus to turn stones into loaves of bread. 

But Jesus rejects that temptation to mistrust 

His Father by satisfying his own immediate, 

temporal needs thus, reducing His Divine 

mission to self-satisfaction! The tempter then 

suggests that Jesus prove that he is really the 

Son of God by jumping off the parapet of the 

Temple. Jesus rejects this as a temptation to 



act as God’s superior and demand He prove 

His Trustworthiness! Finally, Jesus rejects the 

temptation to idolatry, even if worshipping 

Satan would enrich and empower Jesus with 

all kingdoms of the world.  

Like Jesus, every one of us is tempted to seek 

sinful pleasures, easy wealth, and a position of 

authority, power, and glory. We are tempted 

to use any sinful means to gain these things. 

Jesus serves as a model for us in conquering 

temptations by strengthening himself through 

prayer, penance, and the effective use of the 

scripture. Hence, during this Lent, let us con-

front our evil tendencies with prayer, with 

penance, and to grow in holiness through 

scripture, Amen. 

Lenten Reading 

Question: 

Can you recommend some good books for Lenten spiritual reading? 

Answer: 

On more than one occasion, a coach being interviewed about his team--successful 

or not--will be asked about the next step. The inevitable response includes some-

thing about getting back to basics. Reviewing the fundamentals of the sport 

strengthens performance and builds confidence. 

The best Lenten reading takes us back to the fundamentals. If Lent is the time for 

the Church to be on retreat, then we should focus on the texts that help us deepen 

our understanding of our faith. Spend time reading one of the Gospels, and use a 

Scripture commentary to learn all you can about the passion of Jesus. Read about 

the lives of the saints, especially your patron saint and that of your parish. Perhaps 

there is some local candidate for sainthood, like Father Walter Ciszek, SJ, who 

wrote several faith-inspiring books. Finally, you can use the Catechism of the Cath-

olic Church to learn more about the church's teachings and beliefs. The sections on 

prayer and the Mass are really great reflections. Focusing on the basics really helps 

us take another step forward in our faith. We have not only a better understanding 

of what we believe and practice, but also why we believe. With that belief comes 

the confidence we need to be better, more faithful witnesses to Christ. 



For parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly become communi-

ties of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need.  

Pope Francis’ Intention 

Announcements 2-26-2023 

• Please Check the Back page of the bulletin for all upcoming events in 

the parish.  

• Books have been received for the Eternal Rest program and are in the 

back of the church. The cost is $7.00. Please make checks to St. Mary’s 

with Religious Education in the memo. Cash can be given to Fr. Felix or 

Brenda Rummel. 

• The Eucharistic Revival Vicariate Event will be Saturday March 4th at 

St. Gabriel's in Chinook. Every one is encouraged to attend.  

• There is a basket in the back of the church for the collection of food to 

be donated to the food bank during Lent. Donations can be brought 

each weekend during Lent.  

.  

 



Mass Intentions 
As Catholics, we have a long tradition of 
having Masses celebrated for those we 
offer up in prayer. The Mass is the ultimate 
form of prayer, and each Mass is celebrated 
for an intention. We ask $10.00 per mass 
intention.  

Please consider having Masses celebrated 
for family and friends on special occasions 

and anniversaries, as well as those who are 
in need of prayers. Masses are also 
encouraged in memory of those loved ones 
who have died, especially on the 
anniversaries of their deaths. Please contact 
Fr. Felix for more information. 

Sacrificial Giving for 2-19-2023 

 2-19-2023               Direct Deposit 

Malta: $1,750.50        $25.00 
Dodson: $ 261.00      $0.00 
Saco: $ 135.00            $50.00 

Please send bulletin announcements to office@SaintMarysMalta.org by 
Thursday evening. Thanks! 

Finance Council 
Charlie Mears 406-654-7006, cmears@itstriangle.com 

Deb Sjostrom  406-654-1451,  dsjostrom@randall-hurley.com 

Lance Hould  406-539-5772,  lanceh_99@hotmail.com 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), mfe7195@itstriangle.com 

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom 



Gospel Meditation 

Parish Council 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com (Malta) 

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  (Malta) 

Nancy Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Wilma Mavencamp—654-1346, maven100@itstriangle.com (PCCW) 

Tom DePuydt—674-7060,  4bard@itstriangle.com (Saco) 

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

1st Sunday of Lent 

The Spirit leads Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the devil, and we hear this: “He fasted 
for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry.” Seems like a questionable bat-
tle preparation plan. When I fast, I usually feel grouchy at best, and at worst, like I might pass 
out from longing for a hamburger. Isn’t it better to be well-fed and fully hydrated, especially to 
face spiritual struggles? Why fast? 

This might help. The origin of the word “fast” means to “hold firmly.” We still use it that way 
when we say, “I held fast to my original decision.” We human beings are a bundle of desires 
which vie for our attention: food, drink, comfort, safety, sex, laughter, beauty, and so on. If we 
can’t manage to have firm grip on them, in short order they’ll have a firm grip on us. By fast-
ing from our lower desires, we learn to firmly grip on to what is greater. Fasting leads to us to a 
firmer hold on our body and mind. 

Jesus fasts for us. He’s showing us that his grace can help us regain this firm hold of our lives, 
which makes it more difficult for the devil to tempt us. But take it one more step. Fasting also 
teaches us to finally hold fast to Jesus, the Word of God in flesh. “Man does not live by bread 
alone,” he says, “But by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Jesus’ fasting 
reveals his fast hold to the Father in everything. May our fasting help us to grasp ourselves 
more firmly, and then to hold fast to Jesus alone. 



Tickets are now on available for the Eucharistic Revival Conference, “Cultivating Eu-

charistic Amazement”, on May 5th and 6th 2023. This event features speaker Dr. Scott 

Hahn and Archbishop Sample. The conference will be held at the Central High School in 

Billings.  The site to purchase tickets is:  diocesegfb.org/eucharisticrevival2023/ 

Once tickets are purchase you will be sent information on blocks of rooms that have been 

reserved at discounted prices. 

Eucharistic Revival is a project of the Diocese of Great Falls - Billings. 

1st Annual Havre Vicariate Lenten Eucharistic Revival 
         Saturday ~ March 4, 2023 
       St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church 

        404 8th Street West, Chinook Montana                       

                           First Saturday   Mass~10:00 a.m. 

                            Blessing and Dismissal ~ 3:00p.m.  

                                             (Art work from a Christmas card by William Kurelek creat-
ed for Madonna House) 

Following the Mass, attendees will be offered: 

• Havre Vicariate Communal Penance Service for Lent 

• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

• Eucharistic Talks 

    (Lunch provided)  
Sponsored and underwritten by  Diocese of Great Falls Billings; Catholic Foundation of Eastern Montana;  

Knights of Columbus Council 1644 and Roundtable 

  



UPCOMING 2023  EVENTS – St. Mary’s 

Note:  Youth Mass is each 3rd Sunday thru April.   

DATE Event/Details Contact 

February 28th 
Tuesday 6:30PM 

Eternal Rest Program with Fr. Felix – in church base-
ment. 

  

March 3rd 
Friday 5PM til 
gone 

KC FISH FRY – church basement 
$15.00    10 yrs. & under $10.00 
Takeouts & delivery call  406-654-7097 

Jory  
Shipman 

March 4th 
Saturday 10-3 Chi-
nook 

Vicariate Lenten Eucharistic Revival – check the bulletin 
for details. 

Brenda  
Rummel 

March 7th 
Tuesday  6:30PM 

Eternal Rest Program with Fr. Felix – in church base-
ment. 

  

March 14th 
Tuesday  6:30PM 

Eternal Rest Program with Fr. Felix – in church base-
ment. 

  

March 21st 
Tuesday  6:30PM 

Eternal Rest Program with Fr. Felix – in church base-
ment. 

  

March 24th 
Friday, 5PM til 
gone 

KC FISH FRY – church basement 
$15.00   10 yrs. & under $10.00 
Takeouts & delivery call 406-654-7097 

Jory  
Shipman 

April 2nd 
Sunday  10:30AM 

Palm Sunday – all parish procession beginning outside 
at RE building entrance. 

  

April 6th 
Thursday  6:30PM 

Holy Thursday Mass with Washing of the Feet   

April 7th 
Friday  12 noon 

Good Friday Service – 12 noon.   

April 8th 
Saturday 8:00 PM 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil – beginning at 8PM with 
outdoor fire/procession weather permitting. 

  

April 9th 
Sunday 

Easter Sunday – Regular Mass times in each parish.  
Saco 8:30AM, Malta 10:30am, Dodson 12:30PM 

  

May 5-7th 
Weekend in 
Billings 

Diocese Eucharistic Revival – check bulletin for details.  Brenda 
Rummel 

May 7th 
Sunday 10:30AM 

Senior Mass and May Crowning of Mary – procession 
with all our youth and children of all ages.    

Jenny 
VanHeel 
(tentative) 

May 8th 
Monday 6:30PM 

Confirmation and First Communion – come celebrate 
with a those being confirmed and receiving first com-
munion.  PCCW will host a cake receptions immediately 
following. 

Brenda  
Rummel 


