
 

Contact Us 

Fr. Felix Nayak, Pastor 

Cell 406.946.2195 or Rectory 406.654.1446 

Deacon Tom DePuydt 
deacontom@saintmarysmalta.org or 406.674.7060 

Administrative Assistant office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm at RE Center 

Please check our website for additional information.   

Weekly bulletins are posted in full color with several additions – check them out here:  https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins  
 

Confession – Friday’s 9-10am, Saturday’s 11-noon or contact Fr. Felix directly for an appointment. 
Adoration – every Friday 9:00-10:00am immediately following daily Mass. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

Saturday vigil – Malta 5:00pm     Sunday – Saco 8:30am, Malta 10:30am, Dodson 12:30pm 

 

 



Homily by Fr. Felix: 

XXIX Sunday (C): Exodus 17:8–13, 2 Timothy 
3:14–4:2, Luke 18:1–8. 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 
 
Today’s reading speaks to us about 
perseverance, not just any perseverance, but a 
faithful, prayerful endurance that keeps us 
grounded in God even when the world around us 
seems to oppose us. 
 
In the First Reading from the book of Exodus, we 
find Moses on the hilltop, arms raised, praying as 
Joshua leads the Israelites in battle against 
Amalek. As long as Moses' arms are raised, the 
Israelites win. But when he tires, they begin to 
lose. Aaron and Hur step in they hold up his 
hands until victory is secured. Moses, the 
intercessor, persevering in prayer, upheld by his 
community. His raised hands become a sign of 
prayerful dependence on God, and his need for 
help reminds us that even the strongest among 
us need support. 
 
In the Second Reading, we read, St. Paul writes to 
Timothy. Paul is facing persecution, 
imprisonment, and the looming shadow of death. 
Yet he tells Timothy, “Remain faithful to what 
you have learned.” Paul is urging Timothy to 
hold fast to the Word of God, because Scripture is 
not just information, it is transformation. In a 
world where truth is often twisted and the 
Gospel is not always welcome; Scripture is our 
anchor. And like Moses on the hill, Timothy must 
stay faithful, not by his own strength, but by 
standing on the foundation of God's Word, 
strengthened by the witness of others. 
 
And then, we come to the Gospel of Luke, where 
Jesus tells us a parable: the persistent widow and 
the unjust judge. This judge doesn't care about 
God or people, but even he gives in, simply 
because the widow won’t stop coming. And Jesus 
says: if even an unjust judge responds to 
persistence, how much more will our loving 
Father hear our prayers? 
 

Jesus ends with a question: “When the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” That’s 
the heart of today’s message. Will we keep 
praying even when it seems like nothing is 
happening? Will we trust God's justice, even 
when the world seems unfair? Will we persevere 
in faith, especially when it's hard? Like Moses, 
we get tired. Like Timothy, we face 
discouragement. Like the widow, we sometimes 
feel powerless. But in all these readings, God is 
saying: “Do not give up.”  Hold up your hands in 
prayer.  Stand firm in the Word. Keep knocking. 
Keep asking. Keep trusting. 
 
Let us be reminded that we are not meant to 
persevere alone. We need Aarons and Hurs in 
our lives, people who will pray with us, hold us 
up when we are weak, speak God’s truth to us 
when we can’t see clearly. We are part of a 
Church, a community of faith, called to support 
one another as we wait in hope. So today, let us 
ask ourselves: Are we persevering in prayer or 
have we given up too easily? Are we rooted in 
the Word of God or are we swayed by the noise 
of the world? Are we supporting others in their 
faith or are we walking alone? 
 
My friends, God is faithful. He hears every 
prayer, even the ones we whisper in the silence 
of our hearts. The widow was heard. The 
Israelites prevailed. Timothy remained strong. 
And so can we. Let us go forward today with 
faith that does not give up, prayer that does not 
grow weary, and hearts rooted in the Word of 
God.   Amen. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS:
 

Deacon Tom will lead an OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults) class.     If you are 

interested in joining the Catholic Church or know of someone interested in the faith, please have them contact 
Deacon Tom at 406.674.7060.   Please note - because of the distance and travel time, many of the classes will 
be held over Zoom. 

 
St Francis in Saco is having their Fall Dinner on Sunday, October 26th from 11am to 1pm in the 

church hall.  Menu includes seasoned roast beef and all the trimmings.  $14 for adults, $6 for children 12 and 
under or $35 immediate family rate.  We would love all to join us!! 

 
St. Mary’s Religious Ed middle school and high school students will be participating in the Malta Food Bank 
“Trick or Treat” for canned goods on Wednesday, October 29th.  This will be during regular scheduled class 
time – please dress for the weather!! 

 
Felix is pleased to announce that Macie Hould has been hired as our new part-time Administrative Assistant 
and Religious Education Director. We welcome Macie to this role and ask for your patience and support as 
she becomes familiar with her new responsibilities.  Hours are Tuesday & Thursday 10am-2pm at RE Center. 

 
General Fall Church Cleaning will be on Saturday, November 15th beginning at 9AM – there will be task lists 
divided by PCCW bands, but all parish members are invited to join in.  If you are unable to join the group 
cleaning on the 15th, please complete a task as an individual or family and cross it off the list.  Thank you in 
advance for your dedication to our parish facilities and keeping them clean and maintained.  
 

Prayer Requests  
If you have a prayer request, please contact Dianne Salsbery at 
406-654-4675. Names will be listed in the bulletin for a minimum 
of 30 days.  

 

Please pray for – Staci B. Franch and her family, 
for Skyla Sisco, for the family of Norma Wyse, 
Carletta Benson, Joe Simanton, Judy Henry, 
Lorena James, Adalyn McCollom, Ramona 
Kienenberger, Gloria Combs, Corky LaBrie, Brian 
Shevlin, Kristi Shettel Peterson, Dianne Salsbery, 
Bob Kaluza, Tammy Peterson and those from our 
area serving in the military. 
 
For the repose of the souls of – Shirley Eklund, 
Alvina Doucette, Derek Davis, KJ Wilke, Jim 
Robinson, David Williamson, Lee Stevens and all 
souls in need and pray also for their families that 
they find comfort and peace.  

This  week on Formed –  

https://app.formed.org/app/videos/3827787 

 



Mass Intentions -  to schedule an intention,  

please contact Fr. Felix, suggested offering is $10 each.  
 

Saturday 10.18 .25 For Sue Kron, r/b Julie 
Howell 

Sunday 10.19.25 
10:30 Malta 
8:30am Saco 
 
12:30 Dodson 

 
For the faithful of our 
parish 
Repose of soul of Father 
Greg Staudinger r/b St. 
Mary’s-Malta 
For the faithful of our 
parish 

Monday 10.20.25 Jack Miller r/b Deb 
Sjostrom 

Tuesday 10.21.25 Ralph Waters r/b Darlene 
and Bruce Cummings 

Wednesday10.22.25 Repose of soul of Father 
Greg Staudinger r/b St. 
Mary’s 

Thursday 10.23.25 For my family r/b Lana 
Fortin 

Friday 10.24.25 Repose of the soul of 
Joyce Wright r/b Larson 

Saturday 10.25.25 Repose of the soul of 
Father Greg Staudinger 
r/b St. Mary’s 

Sunday 10.26.25 For the faithful of our 
parish 

Finance Council members include: 
Deb Sjostrom 406-654-1451, sjostrom@itstriangle.com.  

Lance Hould 406-539-5772, lanceh_99@hotmail.com  

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), 

mfe7195@itstriangle.com  

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmailcom  

Shyla Sunford 406-399-1484, shylasunford@gmail.com 

(Saco)  

Bonnie Lankford 406-390-2276, Bonnie4339@hotmail.com 

(Dodson) 

Meetings are generally the 3rd Thursday of the month. If interested 

in serving please contact a member of the finance council. 

Parish Council members include: 

Alora Snider— 399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com  

Shawn Bleth— 654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com Nancy 

Ereaux—658-2613 (H),  

Jeff Van Heel—406-266-1133  

Joy DePuydt—674-5560, joyful@itstriangle.com (Saco)  

Leona Kienenberger—383-4459, 

leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com (Dodson) 

 

 

Calling all October  
Anniversaries and Birthdays! 

First Sunday (weekend) of each Month – please join 
as Fr. Felix gives a special blessing for everyone in 

our parish celebrating either a birthday or marriage 
anniversary during the coming month.  Youth can 

come forward and adults can simply stand at their 
seat or raise their hand to be recognized.  First 

Sunday weekend will be October 1&2nd Masses. 

Readings for the week of October 19, 2025 
 
Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
(see 2)/2 Tm 3:14-4:2/Lk 18:1-8 
Monday: Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-
75/Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 
40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-
8/Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday: Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 
12:49-53 
Friday:  Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 
77, 93, 94/Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Rom 8:1-11/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-
6/Lk 13:1-9 
Next Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-
18, 19, 23 (7a)/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 
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