
 

Contact Us 

Fr. Felix Nayak, Pastor 

Cell 406.946.2195 or Rectory 406.654.1446 

Deacon Tom DePuydt 
deacontom@saintmarysmalta.org or 406.674.7060 

Administrative Assistant (Macie Hould) office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm at RE Center 

office@saintmarysmalta.org or (406) 654-1311 

Please check our website for additional information.   

Weekly bulletins are posted in full color with several additions – check them out here:  https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins   
 

Confession – Friday’s 9-10am, Saturday’s 11-noon or contact Fr. Felix directly for an appointment. 
Adoration – every Friday 9:00-10:00am immediately following daily Mass. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Saturday vigil – Malta 5:00pm     Sunday – Saco 8:30am, Malta 10:30am, Dodson 12:30pm 

Daily Mass (Monday thru Friday) – Malta 8:30am 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

SERVING ST. MARY’S/ MALTA, SACRED HEART/ DODSON, ST. FRANCIS /SACO 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 

 

mailto:office@saintmarysmalta.org
https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins


Homily by Fr. Felix: 

Advent, III Sunday (A): Isaiah 35:1–6, 10; James 5:7–

10; Matthew 11:2–11 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 

The theme of today’s liturgy is joyful 

expectation: rejoicing because God’s saving 

work is already breaking into our world, even 

before its fullness is seen. It calls us to patient, 

hope-filled trust as we recognize the signs of 

Christ’s presence transforming our deserts 

into places of new life. 

In the first reading, Isaiah gives us one of the 

most breathtaking visions in all of Scripture. 

He speaks to people living in exile, with little 

outward reason for optimism. Yet amid their 

dryness, God promises a landscape 

transformed: deserts flowering, weak hands 

strengthened, the blind seeing, the lame 

leaping like a stag. 

What Isaiah offers is more than poetic 

comfort; it is a revelation of the very character 

of God. God is not resigned to our barrenness. 

He does not look upon human suffering as 

fixed or final. Instead, Isaiah proclaims a God 

who comes to us, who breaks into our 

wastelands, and whose coming brings renewal 

that no human power can manufacture. This is 

the heart of Advent Hope. We wait for a God 

already journeying toward us. Advent is the 

season to name our dryness honestly, and then 

to dare to believe that God has plans for 

beauty far beyond what we imagine. 

In the second reading, in contrast to Isaiah’s 

soaring poetry, James gives us the sober 

wisdom of the spiritual life. He takes Isaiah’s 

promise and shows us our role in receiving it. 

He knows that God’s promises are sure, God’s 

timing is often slower than our impatience 

desires. He uses the image of a farmer who 

waits for the precious yield of the earth. The 

farmer cannot rush the rain, cannot command 

the seasons. Yet he prepares the soil, trusts the 

process, and remains faithful until the harvest 

arrives. So, the Christian life is like a farmer 

working the soil. While the world demands 

instant gratification, Advent teaches us that 

the deepest gifts, conversion, forgiveness, 

holiness and Christ’s presence. They require 

time, attention, and openness. 

In the Gospel, we encounter John the Baptist, 

not the fiery prophet at the Jordan, but a man 

in prison, wrestling with uncertainty. John had 

announced a Messiah who would come with 

judgment and fire. Yet Jesus’ mission looks 

different: healing the sick, raising the lowly, 

proclaiming good news to the poor. John asks 

the deepest Advent question to Jesus and 

Jesus responds to him not with theories but 

with signs: The blind sees, just as Isaiah 

foretold. The lame walk, just as the prophet 

promised. The poor hear good news, just as 

God desired. Jesus’ identity is revealed in His 

works of mercy, His restoration of human 

dignity, His manifestation of God’s tender 

power. 

And then Jesus offers a beatitude for us all: 

“Blessed is the one who takes no offense at 

me.” John’s struggle can be our own. We may 

expect God to act quickly, and He moves 

slowly. We may expect Him to solve a 

problem, and He goes deeper, healing a 

wound we didn’t name. We may expect 

triumph, and He offers transformation. 

As Isaiah proclaims God’s promise, James 

calls us to patient trust, and Jesus shows us 

that the promise is already breaking into our 

world, let us rejoice because God is faithful, 

the Messiah is among us, Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

THIS WEDNESDAY, December 17th: Advent Penance Service- To ready hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, moving from mere 
countdown to true spiritual preparation. Individual confession and absolution, with Fr. Felix and visiting Priests, to spiritually prepare 
for Jesus’ birth by acknowledging sin’s impact and seeking God’s mercy, making Christmas celebrations more meaningful. 

Mass at 6:30pm in Malta

 
New Years Day, January 1st: Holy Day of Obligation- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Mass at 10:30am in Malta 

 
Annual “Christmas Cards for Seminarians” program has been rescheduled to “Easter Cards for Seminarians.” Follow for more 
information to come- starting around Ash Wednesday 2026. 

 
 

Did you know? There is an excellent Catholic Funeral Planning Guide on our website 
www.saintmarysmalta.org/ministries 

The documents include information on: steps before death, at the time of death, and after death. The Order of Catholic Funeral Rites 
explained and an easy “fill in the blank” area to share with loved ones. 

 
If you would like to have another Priest perform a service (funeral, wedding, baptism, ect.) in our Parish, 

please contact Fr. Felix so he may grant his permission. 
 

Week of December 7th, 2025 Donations: Malta $4,861, Saco- $150, Dodson- $1,591  
 

 

Week three of Advent: JOY      “Dear Jesus, fill my heart with joy, 

even when things feel hard or busy. Remind me of the joy you bring to my life. And when Christmas comes, help me come to your manger 

with a heart full of thanks and joy. Amen.” 

Prayer Requests  
If you have a prayer request, please 
contact Dianne Salsbery at 406-654-4675. 
Names will be listed in the bulletin for a 
minimum of 30 days.  

 
Please pray for –Dawn Goodheart 
Jones, the family of Skyla Sisco, 
Debbie and Joe Nicholson, Leona 
Kienenberger, the families of Staci 
French, Carletta Benson, Joe 
Simanton, Judy Henry, Adalyn 
McCollom, Gloria Combs, Corky 
LaBrie, Dianne Salsbery, Bob Kaluza, 
Tammy Peterson and those from 
our area serving in the military. 
 
For the repose of the souls of – 
Skyla Sisco, Staci French, Shirley 
Eklund, Alvina Doucette, Derek 
Davis, KJ Wilke, Jim Robinson, David 
Williamson, Lee Stevens and all 
souls in need and pray also for their 
families that they find comfort and 
peace.  

 

. 

 

http://www.saintmarysmalta.org/ministries


Mass Intentions -  to schedule an intention,                                                               

       please fill out an envelope at the back of the church.                                             

                                    
                                      Each intention is $10.                         

                               

                                                                                                            

Saturday 12.13.25 Repose of Myrtle Hould r/b 
Cummings 

Sunday 12.14.25 
10:30 Malta 
 
8:30am Saco 
 
12:30 Dodson 

 
- For the faithful in our Parish  
 
- For special intentions r/b Lana Fortin 
 
-Sue Kron r/b The Howells   
 

Monday 12.15.25 For my family living and deceased r/b 
Lana Fortin 

Tuesday 12.16.25 For LeRoy Rummel r/b The Rummels 

Wednesday 12.17.25 Repose of Staci French & Richard 
Gilmore r/b The Cummings 

Thursday 12.18.25 For my family r/b Lana Fortin 

Friday 12.19.25 Repose of Derek Davis & Family r/b 
Lana Fortin 

Saturday 12.20.25 For all souls in purgatory r/b The 
Cummings 

Sunday 12.21.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday: 
 
 
Monday: 
 
 
Tuesday: 
 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 
Thursday: 
 
 
Friday: 
 
 
Saturday: 
 
 
Next Sunday: 

For the faithful in our parish 
 
 
 
 

 

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see 

Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11  

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 

7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27  

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 

and 23/Mt 21:28-32  

Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 

17/Mt 1:1-17  

Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 

1:18-25  

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-

17/Lk 1:5-25  

Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-

38  

Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 

10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-2 

 

   Finance Council members include: 
 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), 

7mfe7195@itstriangle.com    

Deb Sjostrom 406-654-1451, sjostrom@itstriangle.com.  

Lance Hould 406-539-5772, lanceh_99@hotmail.com  

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmail.com    

Heathyr Knowles 805-264-7350, hjknowles@msn.com 

Shyla Sunford 406-399-1484, shylasunford@gmail.com  

(Saco)  

Bonnie Lankford 406-390-2276, Bonnie4339@hotmail.com   

(Dodson) 

 

Meetings are generally the 3rd Thursday of the month. If interested 

in serving please contact a member of the finance council. 

 

   Parish Council members include: 
 
Alora Snider— 406-399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com   

Shawn Bleth— 406-654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  

Nancy Ereaux—406-658-2613  

Jeff Van Heel—406-266-1133  

Joy DePuydt—406-674-5560, joyful@itstriangle.com  (Saco)  

Leona Kienenberger—406-383-4459, 

leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com  (Dodson) 

 

 
 

Daily Readings for the Week of  

December 10th: 
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