
 

Contact Us 

Fr. Felix Nayak, Pastor 

Cell 406.946.2195 or Rectory 406.654.1446 
Deacon Tom DePuydt 

deacontom@saintmarysmalta.org or 406.674.7060 

Administrative Assistant (Macie Hould) office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm at RE Center 

office@saintmarysmalta.org or (406) 654-1311 

Please check our website for additional information.   

Weekly bulletins are posted in full color with several additions – check them out here:  https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins   
 

Confession – Friday’s 9-10am, Saturday’s 11-noon or contact Fr. Felix directly for an appointment. 
Adoration – every Friday 9:00-10:00am immediately following daily Mass. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Saturday vigil – Malta 5:00pm     Sunday – Saco 8:30am, Malta 10:30am, Dodson 12:30pm 

Daily Mass (Monday thru Friday) – Malta 8:30am 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

SERVING ST. MARY’S/ MALTA, SACRED HEART/ DODSON, ST. FRANCIS /SACO 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST, 2026 

 

mailto:office@saintmarysmalta.org
https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins


Homily by Fr. Felix: 

IV Sunday in Ordinary Time (A): Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12–

13, 1 Corinthians 1:26–31, Matthew 5:1–12 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

In a world that measures happiness by power, 

success, wealth, and recognition, today’s 

readings present a radically different vision, 

one shaped by humility, dependence on God, 

and faithfulness of heart. God reveals His 

saving power through humility, poverty of 

spirit, and trust in Him. The Beatitudes show 

that true blessedness is found when human 

weakness becomes the place where God’s 

grace reigns. 

In the first reading, we hear God’s promise to 

preserve a humble and lowly people who seek 

refuge in the name of the Lord. This remnant 

is not defined by strength or prestige but by 

trust. They are those who do no wrong, speak 

no lies, and live quietly under God’s 

protection. Zephaniah reminds us that God’s 

saving work often begins not with the 

powerful majority but with a faithful few who 

remain humble and obedient. 

In the second Reading, St. Paul reminds the 

Corinthian community that not many among 

them were wise, powerful, or noble by 

worldly standards. Yet God chose what is 

foolish, weak, and lowly to reveal His wisdom 

and power. So that no one might boast before 

God. Human pride is dismantled at the foot of 

the Cross, where salvation is revealed as pure 

gift. Paul’s words challenge us to root our 

lives in Christ alone who became for us 

wisdom from God, as well as righteousness, 

sanctification, and redemption. True Christian 

life begins when self-reliance gives way to 

God-dependence. 

In today’s Gospel from Matthew, Jesus 

proclaims the Beatitudes at the beginning of 

the Sermon on the Mount. This is not merely a 

moral teaching but a revelation of the heart of 

God and the identity of the Kingdom. The 

Beatitudes describe not an idealized future 

group, but the very character of Christ 

Himself. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit. Poverty of spirit 

is not material deprivation alone, but an 

interior attitude of humility, knowing that 

everything we are and have comes from God. 

Such people are open, receptive, and free. 

They do not cling to control but allow God to 

reign in their lives. 

Blessed are the meek… the merciful… the 

pure of heart… the peacemakers. These are 

not signs of weakness but marks of spiritual 

strength. They reflect a heart transformed by 

grace, capable of love even in suffering, hope 

even in persecution. Jesus does not deny the 

reality of pain or injustice; rather, He 

promises that God’s final word belongs to 

mercy, consolation, and justice. 

The Beatitudes overturn worldly logic. They 

proclaim that the poor inherit the Kingdom, 

the mourners are comforted, and the 

persecuted rejoice. This is possible only 

because God Himself enters human suffering 

in Christ and transforms it from within. 

Dear friends, today’s readings call us to live 

as the humble remnant in our own time, to 

trust God more than ourselves, to boast not in 

achievements but in the Lord, and to embrace 

the Beatitudes as the path to authentic 

happiness. Holiness grows quietly in hearts 

that surrender daily to God’s grace. 

May the Eucharist we celebrate strengthen us 

to live this Gospel paradox, to be poor yet rich 

in faith, weak yet strong in love, humble yet 

blessed in Christ, who alone is our true 

happiness. Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Considering donating to the church?  If you’re interested in exploring donation options beyond regular Mass Offerings, please reach out to a 
Finance Council Member for further discussion. We truly appreciate your ongoing generosity, which plays a vital role in helping our church thrive. 

Please make sure doors latch when leaving the church to keep the warm air in. Sometimes this requires a good slam to get it to latch. Thank you.

 

 

If you would like to have another Priest perform a service (funeral, wedding, baptism, ect.) in our Parish, 
please contact Fr. Felix so he may grant his permission. 

 
 

Week of January 25th, 2026 Donations: Malta $2,735, Saco $315, Dodson -no count this week 
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next weeks Ministry Volunteers:  February 7 & February 8 

 

 Sacristan Lector Hospitality Money Counter 

Saturday, 5:00 PM 
Diane Liebel Clay Jesson 

Mary LaFond 
Alora Jesson  

Sunday, 10:30 AM 

Cheryl Moore Margaret Hanson 
Ryan Lankford 

 Cathy Salsbery - Money 
Counter 
Deb Sjostrom - Money 
Counter 

 

Prayer Requests 
If you have a prayer request, please contact  

Dianne Salsbery at 406-654-4675.  

Names will be listed in the bulletin for a minimum of 30 days. 

 

Please pray for –Kylie Starkey, Chuck Nurville, David Cochran, 

Dawn Goodheart Jones, the family of Skyla Sisco, Leona 

Kienenberger, the families of Staci French, Carletta Benson, Joe 

Simanton, Judy Henry, Adalyn McCollom, Gloria Combs, Corky 

LaBrie, Dianne Salsbery, Bob Kaluza, Tammy Peterson and those 

from our area serving in the military. 

 

For the repose of the souls of – Skyla Sisco, Staci French, Shirley 
Eklund, Alvina Doucette, Derek Davis, KJ Wilke, Jim Robinson, 
David Williamson, Lee Stevens and all souls in need and pray 
also for their families that they find comfort and peace. 

 

. 

 

The 2026 SEARCH date has been set: 

 March 20th, 21st, and 22nd 

For more information, please contact  

Dianne Salsbery, Becky Bruce, or Alora Jesson 

 

A Carroll College Scholarship, given in memory of the 

deceased priests of the Diocese of Helena and the Diocese 

of Great Falls- Billings, is being offered to one prospective 

student from our Parish. 

 

 Please email or call the office at, 

office@saintmarysmalta.org or (406) 654-1311, with a 

recipient’s name to be considered 

 for the scholarship. DEADLINE: March 1st. 

mailto:office@saintmarysmalta.org


Mass Intentions -  to schedule an intention,                                                                    

       please fill out an envelope at the back of the church.  
                                      Each Intention is $10 

     

Saturday 1.31.26 For Lisa Webb r/b Regina Webb 
 

Sunday 2.1.26 
10:30 Malta 
 
8:30am Saco 
 
12:30 Dodson 

- For fallen away Catholics r/b 
Cummings 
 
- For spiritual awakening r/b Lana 
Fortin 
 
- For the faithful in our Parish 

Monday 2.2.26 For the repose of the soul of John 
Depuydt r/b the Howells 

Tuesday 2.3.26 For Dallas and Cyra Rushton and 
family r/b Mears Family 

Wednesday 2.4.26 For the injured r/b Lana Fortin 

Thursday 2.5.26 For the souls in purgatory r/b 
Cummings 

Friday 2.6.26 For my family r/b Lana Fortin 

Saturday 2.7.26 For the repose of the soul of Derek 
Davis r/b Lana Fortin 

Sunday 2.8.26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday: 
 
 
 

Monday: 
 
 
 

Tuesday: 
 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 

Thursday: 
 
 
 

Friday: 
 
 
 

Saturday: 
 
 
 

Next Sunday: 

For the faithful in our Parish 
 
 
 
 

Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6c-7, 8-9a, 

9b-10/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a  

Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 

2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  

2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-

19:3/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43  

2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 

7/Mk 6:1-6  

1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 

11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13  

Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 

51/Mk 6:14-29  

1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 

13, 14/Mk 6:30-34  

Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/1 

Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-1 

 

Finance Council members include: 
 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), 

7mfe7195@itstriangle.com    

Deb Sjostrom 406-654-1451, sjostrom@itstriangle.com.  

Lance Hould 406-539-5772, lanceh_99@hotmail.com  

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmail.com    

Heathyr Knowles 805-264-7350, hjknowles@msn.com 

Shyla Sunford 406-399-1484, shylasunford@gmail.com  

(Saco)  

Bonnie Lankford 406-390-2276, Bonnie4339@hotmail.com   

(Dodson) 

 

  Meetings are generally the 3rd Thursday of the month. If interested   

in serving please contact a member of the finance council. 

 

Parish Council members include: 
 
Alora Snider— 406-399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com   

Shawn Bleth— 406-654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  

Nancy Ereaux—406-658-2613  

Jeff Van Heel—406-266-1133  

Joy DePuydt—406-674-5560, joyful@itstriangle.com  (Saco)  

Leona Kienenberger—406-383-4459, 

leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com  (Dodson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers of the Faithful   For those consecrated in God by the vows of  chastity, poverty and obedience 

that they may seek to live their baptismal promises more intensely and have the grace to persevere in their 

commitment to the Lord and serve with open hearts and willing spirits. We pray to the Lord…. 

Daily Readings for the Week of  

February 1st: 
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