
 

Contact Us 

Fr. Felix Nayak, Pastor 

Cell 406.946.2195 or Rectory 406.654.1446 
Deacon Tom DePuydt 

deacontom@saintmarysmalta.org or 406.674.7060 

Administrative Assistant (Macie Hould) office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 10am to 2pm at RE Center 

office@saintmarysmalta.org or (406) 654-1311 

Please check our website for additional information.   

Weekly bulletins are posted in full color with several additions – check them out here:  https://www.saintmarysmalta.org/bulletins   
 

Confession – Friday’s 9-10am, Saturday’s 11-noon or contact Fr. Felix directly for an appointment. 
Adoration – every Friday 9:00-10:00am immediately following daily Mass. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Saturday vigil – Malta 5:00pm     Sunday – Saco 8:30am, Malta 10:30am, Dodson 12:30pm 

Daily Mass (Monday thru Friday) – Malta 8:30am 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

SERVING ST. MARY’S/ MALTA, SACRED HEART/ DODSON, ST. FRANCIS /SACO 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8th, 2026 

 

mailto:office@saintmarysmalta.org
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Homily by Fr. Felix: 

V Sunday in Ordinary Time (A): Isaiah 58:7–10, 1 

Corinthians 2:1–5, Matthew 5:13–16 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 

The theme of today’s liturgy teaches that 

authentic Christian faith becomes a 

transforming light in the world when believers 

humbly rely on God’s power and express their 

faith through works of mercy, justice, and 

visible witness to Christ. 

The prophet Isaiah speaks to a people who 

believed that religious observance alone was 

sufficient to please God. They fasted, prayed, 

and performed rituals, yet injustice and 

indifference remained in their society. Through 

the prophet, God reveals that authentic worship 

cannot be separated from love of neighbor. The 

fast that pleases the Lord is to share bread with 

the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the 

naked, and refuse to turn away from those in 

need. 

Isaiah teaches us that faith must move from the 

temple into daily life. Religion becomes radiant 

when it transforms relationships. When we care 

for the suffering, our light shall break forth like 

dawn. Compassion is not merely moral duty; it 

is participation in God’s own mercy. 

In a world often marked by isolation and self-

interest, this reading reminds us that holiness is 

not escape from the world but engagement with 

it. When Christians serve the poor, forgive 

injuries, and act with justice, they become signs 

of God’s presence. Charity is not an optional 

addition to faith; it is the place where faith 

becomes visible. 

Saint Paul reminds the Corinthians that the 

foundation of Christian faith is the power of 

God revealed in Christ crucified. 

Paul shows us another path that Christian 

witness flows from humility. The Gospel 

conquers hearts through authenticity and truth 

lived in weakness and trust. The effectiveness 

of Christian life does not depend on our 

perfection but on our openness to grace. When 

we rely on God, faith becomes a living 

testimony rather than an ideology. 

In the Gospel, Jesus gives two powerful images: 

salt of the earth and light of the world. Salt 

preserves and gives flavor; light dispels 

darkness and allows people to see. Both images 

describe influence that is quiet yet essential. 

Jesus does not say that his disciples should 

become salt and light; he says they are salt and 

light. This is an identity received through 

discipleship. 

Salt, however, can lose its taste. Light can be 

hidden. Jesus warns that faith loses its meaning 

when it becomes private, comfortable, or 

disconnected from life. Christianity is not meant 

to be concealed but lived openly through 

goodness, integrity, and love. The light that 

shines is not self-promotion but the reflection of 

God’s goodness visible in human action. When 

Christians forgive instead of retaliating, serve 

instead of dominating, people glimpse 

something beyond human strength. They see the 

presence of God. 

In our contemporary world, often marked by 

moral confusion and discouragement, the call to 

be light is urgent. The world needs credible 

witnesses, people whose lives reflect hope, 

compassion, and truth. Each act of kindness, 

each word of encouragement, each choice for 

justice becomes a small light that pushes back 

darkness. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that holiness is 

missionary by nature. Christ is the light; our 

task is simply not to hide it. When we allow his 

love to shape our lives, even ordinary actions 

become luminous, and the world begins to see 

that God is still present among his people. 

Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus pilgrim icon program has made its way to our parish. The icon will be at St. Mary’s Church until Wednesday night 
(February 11th); that night a Knights of Columbus representative will be speaking to our youth RE students (families welcome too) about the icon.  

On Tuesday night, February 10th @6pm, the Malta Knights of Columbus will hold a Sacred Heart prayer service at St. Mary’s church 

- all are invited to join. 

Ash Wednesday service will be held Wednesday, February 18th @6:30pm at St. Mary’s Church. Elementary & Middle School RE will not have 
classes this night; families are encouraged to attend the Ash Wednesday service.   

 Please make sure doors latch when leaving the church to keep the warm air in. Sometimes this requires a good slam to get it to latch. Thank you.

 

 

If you would like to have another Priest perform a service (funeral, wedding, baptism, ect.) in our Parish, 
please contact Fr. Felix so he may grant his permission. 

 
 

Week of February 1st, 2026 Donations: Malta $1578.25, Saco $460, Dodson $232 
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next weeks Ministry Volunteers:  February 14 & February 15

 Sacristan Lector Hospitality Money Counter 

Saturday, 5:00 PM 
Stacy French Tara Cole 

Averee Matthews 
Linda Manoukian  

Sunday, 10:30 AM 
Lana Fortin Shawn Bleth 

Dianne Salsbery 
Meagan Bleth Becky Bruce - Money Counter 

Alanna Mahan - Money 
Counter 

 

Prayer Requests 
If you have a prayer request, please contact  

Dianne Salsbery at 406-654-4675.  

Names will be listed in the bulletin for a minimum of 30 days. 

 

Please pray for –Jessy Hould, Kylie Starkey, Turk Turville, David 

Cochran, Dawn Goodheart Jones, the family of Skyla Sisco, 

Leona Kienenberger, the families of Staci French, Joe Simanton, 

Judy Henry, Adalyn McCollom, Gloria Combs, Corky LaBrie, 

Dianne Salsbery, Bob Kaluza, Tammy Peterson and those from 

our area serving in the military. 

 

For the repose of the souls of – Skyla Sisco, Staci French, Shirley 
Eklund, Alvina Doucette, Derek Davis, KJ Wilke, Jim Robinson, 
David Williamson, Lee Stevens and all souls in need and pray 
also for their families that they find comfort and peace. 

 

. 

 

The 2026 SEARCH date has been set: 

 March 20th, 21st, and 22nd 

For more information, please contact  

Dianne Salsbery, Becky Bruce, or Alora Jesson 

 

A Carroll College Scholarship, given in memory of the 

deceased priests of the Diocese of Helena and the Diocese 

of Great Falls- Billings, is being offered to one prospective 

student from our Parish. 

 

 Please email or call the office at, 

office@saintmarysmalta.org or (406) 654-1311, with a 

recipient’s name to be considered 

 for the scholarship. DEADLINE: March 1st. 

mailto:office@saintmarysmalta.org


Mass Intentions -  to schedule an intention,                                                                    

       please fill out an envelope at the back of the church.  
                                      Each Intention is $10 

      

 

Saturday 2.7.26 For the repose of the soul of Derek 
Davis r/b Lana Fortin 

Sunday 2.8.26 
10:30 Malta 
 
8:30am Saco 
 
12:30 Dodson 

 
- For the faithful in our Parish 
 
- For poor souls r/b Lana Fortin 
 
- For Derek Davis Family r/b Lana 
Fortin 

Monday 2.9.26 For my family r/b Lana Fortin 

Tuesday 2.10.26 For special intentions r/b Lana Fortin 

Wednesday 2.11.26 For the souls of the faithful departed 

Thursday 2.12.26 For the family of JBob Hould r/b 
Houlds 

Friday 2.13.26 For the repose of the soul of Dick 
Morrow r/b The Howells 

Saturday 2.14.26 For Colton Mears r/b Mears Family 

Sunday 2.15.26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday: 
 
 
 

Monday: 
 
 
 

Tuesday: 
 
 
Wednesday: 
 
 
 

Thursday: 
 
 
 

Friday: 
 
 
 

Saturday: 
 
 
 

Next Sunday: 

For the faithful in our Parish 
 
 
 
 

Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/1 

Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16  

1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-

10/Mk 6:53-56  

1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 

and 10, 11/Mk 7:1-13  

1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-

40/Mk 7:14-23  

1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 

and 40/Mk 7:24-30  

1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-

11ab, 12-13, 14-15/Mk 7:31-37  

1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-

7ab, 19-20, 21-22/Mk 8:1-10  

Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 

33-34/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 

5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37  

 

Finance Council members include: 
 

Mike Ereaux 406-658-2613 (H), 406-654-7803 (C), 

7mfe7195@itstriangle.com    

Deb Sjostrom 406-654-1451, sjostrom@itstriangle.com.  

Lance Hould 406-539-5772, lanceh_99@hotmail.com  

Scott King 406-654-7302, sbking1959@gmail.com    

Heathyr Knowles 805-264-7350, hjknowles@msn.com 

Shyla Sunford 406-399-1484, shylasunford@gmail.com  

(Saco)  

Bonnie Lankford 406-390-2276, Bonnie4339@hotmail.com   

(Dodson) 

 

  Meetings are generally the 3rd Thursday of the month. If interested   

in serving please contact a member of the finance council. 

 

Parish Council members include: 
 
Alora Snider— 406-399-1675, alora_lynn_09@hotmail.com   

Shawn Bleth— 406-654-7303, shawn.bleth@gmail.com  

Nancy Ereaux—406-658-2613  

Jeff Van Heel—406-266-1133  

Joy DePuydt—406-674-5560, joyful@itstriangle.com  (Saco)  

Leona Kienenberger—406-383-4459, 

leona_kienenberger@yahoo.com  (Dodson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Considering donating to the church?  If you’re interested in exploring donation options beyond regular Mass Offerings, please reach 

out to a Finance Council Member for further discussion. We truly appreciate your ongoing generosity, which plays a vital role in helping our 

church thrive. 

Daily Readings for the Week of  

February 8th: 

 

 
February 

Anniversaries and Birthdays! 
First Sunday (weekend) of each Month – 

Please join as Fr. Felix gives a special blessing for everyone 
in our parish celebrating either a birthday or marriage 
anniversary during the coming month.  Youth can come 
forward and adults can simply stand at their seat or raise 
their hand to be recognized. 
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