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This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, August 14, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time; St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 
 

Monday, August 15, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
 

Tuesday, August 16, St. Stephen of Hungary 
Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30 
 

Wednesday, August 17 
Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 20:1-16 
 

Thursday, August 18 
Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-14 
 

Friday, August 19, St. John Eudes, Priest 
Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 22:34-40 
 

Saturday, August 20, St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church 
Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 23:1-12 
 

Sunday, August 21, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time; St. Pius X, Pope 

Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 
©LPi 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Holy Arson 
One of the most enigmatic biblical passages that I ever came across when 
I was in high school was the Gospel that will be proclaimed for the Twen-
tieth Sunday of Ordinary Time. More specifically, I was struck by the 
words of Jesus when he said, “I have come to set the earth on fire, and 

how I wish it were already burning!” (Luke 12:49). Though it might seem irreverent 
(which was not nor is my intention) I wondered if this statement made Jesus a holy ar-
son or a pious pyromaniac? To a certain degree the answer is “Yes.” However, it is not at 
the literal level that Jesus desires to see the world caught up in flames and burning. Ra-
ther, the “proclamation of the Kingdom of Heaven is a refining and purifying 
fire.” (https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?49) 
 

Throughout salvation history fire has been a significant sign of the Lord’s presence. We 
can think of the sacrifice of Abram accepted by the Lord with the “smoking fire pot and 
flaming torch” (Genesis 15:17); Moses interacting with God in the bush that was burning 
but not consumed (Exodus 3:1-17); the Israelites being led in the desert with a “pillar of 
cloud by day” and the “pillar of fire” by night (Exodus 13:21); the sacrifice of Elijah the 
Prophet being received by God with fire (1 Kings 18:38); Daniel and the youths protected 
in the midst of the fire (Daniel 3); and the descent of the Holy Spirit as “tongues of fire” 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:3) among other passages.  
 

Within the liturgical celebration for the Sacrament of Baptism 
the newly-baptized person or his/her godparents receive a 
candle lit from the Easter Candle representing the Light of 
Christ. With that flame the Christian is entrusted with the fire 
of Faith to share and spread the Good News of salvation. May 
the Mercy of our Heavenly Father, the Grace of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Power of the Holy Spirit continue to strengthen 
you as you set the world ablaze for His greater Glory! 
 

Fr. James 
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The Woman 
In the Gospels we hear Jesus refer to his mother Mary as 
“Woman.” This reference should draw our attention to both Gen-
esis and Revelation. But who is this “Women,” and why is she so 
central to salvation history? This powerful film presents the Cath-
olic teaching about Mary and her important role in the life of the 
Church today. On this Solemnity of the Assumption, let us ponder 
Mary’s role in our own lives! 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select 
our parish. 
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Trivia Time! 
 

Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question: What is another name for monastery? 
©LPi Answer:  Abbey 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Many shall look on in awe and trust in the Lord.” 

(from Psalm 40) 
 

Many adorers during their adoration hour look with awe upon 
Jesus, present in the monstrance on the chapel altar, as they 
offer their prayers. Adorers know their prayers are heard and 
that brings them to trust in our Lord. Come and visit our chapel 
and sign up for an hour of adoration.  Our chapel is open Mon-
day through Friday beginning at 7:00 am and we are always 

looking for more scheduled adorers.  The follow-
ing hours are open: Mondays at 1:00 pm, Tues-
days at 2:00 pm, Thursdays at 2:00 pm and 
3:00 pm and Fridays at 8:00 pm. If you would 
like to schedule an adoration hour, or are unable 
to attend your scheduled hour, please call Sandy 
at 763-789-3246. 
 

Discipleship 

A Steward’s Growing Pains 
Have you ever written a check or seen the charge on the credit 
card machine that had far too many zeros on it for your com-
fort? 
 

The brakes finally give up on the car you were hoping to nurse 
through the season. The water heater dies on the coldest week 
of the year. A medical procedure wasn’t totally covered by in-
surance. We’ve all been here in this place, being asked to part 
with a not-so-small sum of money for a not-so-fun reason.  
 

It’s a little easier to bear when you’re forking over dollar signs 
for a fun vacation or even a worthy cause like your child’s edu-
cation. But when it’s something you weren’t expecting, some-
thing negative, that uneasiness in the pit of your stomach can 
quickly become despair. 
 

The next time this happens to you, embrace it. Celebrate it. 
Wrap your arms around it and welcome it as a growing pain. 
 

We are often asked, in life, to give more than we wish. Our loved 
ones demand greater patience than we think we have. Our 
prayer life is stalling, and we feel God isn’t holding up His end of 
the communication bargain. The daily grind seems to be grind-
ing us down. We feel that uneasiness in the pit of our stomach, 
just as we do when we part with money we thought belonged 
solely to us. 
 

That place of uncertainty propels us in life, in stewardship, in 
relationship. All forward motion comes from that feeling. Put 
out your hands and let yourself be thrust into the pit — He will 
stoop to take you out from the mud. Spread your arms on your 
cross — joy is waiting for you. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 
 

School News 

Positions Available 
We are hiring people to work in our after-school-care program 
that runs from 3:00-5:30 pm. It's a perfect position for a high 
school student or anyone who loves being with children — play-
ing games or working on homework. We are also adding class-
room aides.  
 

Please contact Jane Bona or Megan Sackmaster to inquire, 763-
788-9065. 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call  
the parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially all who have died from Covid-19 and all who have 
died as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting 
peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: 
Bea Alain, Paul Bona, Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, 

Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, 
Irene Gray, Jim Johnson, Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, 

Stacey Drews Kochmann, Linda Kosloski, Gerald Krawiecki, 
Doug Krier, Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., 
Janet Mihalik, Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Katie Oftedahl, 

Dianne Redman, Greg Sery, Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, 
Sandra Tabor, Lois Weyers, and all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor, Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do 
not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Know that 
we are here for you and that we welcome new members! For 
more information about ICC or to become a member contact  
Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 
SACA Farm-Fresh Produce Distribution Drive-Through 
Saturday, August 27, September 10 & 24, October 8 
Partnering with Second Harvest, SACA is offering farm-fresh 
produce drops throughout the summer and fall. Each event 
starts at 8:30 am and goes until 11:30 am or while produce lasts. 
The events are FREE and open to the community. 
 

Please stay in your vehicle while volunteers load the produce in 
your vehicle. The line will start at the corner of Madison Place 
and 38th Avenue. 
 

Coins for Social Justice  
Small Change Can Do a World of Good! 
Thank you for your donations to Coins for So-
cial Justice! In July we received $181.82. Our 
next collection will be on August 28. Donations 
made using bills or checks should be placed in 

an envelope marked ‘Social Justice’, small envelopes can be 
found on tables at all entrances of the church. Only the loose 
change and marked envelopes from this collection are desig-
nated for Social Justice. 
 

Parish News 
The Catholic Spirit Newspaper 
The Catholic Spirit, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, provides a Catholic perspective on 
local, national, and world news. Each parish is allotted a number 
of free subscriptions. You can receive The Catholic Spirit for 
free by contacting the parish office at 763-788-9062. 

Saint of the Week 
St. Stephen of Hungary | August 16 

Born a pagan in the 10th cen-
tury Saint Stephen was bap-
tized as a boy when his fa-
ther converted to Christian-
ity. Saint Stephen married 
Gisela, daughter of Duke 
Henry II of Bavaria who 
would become Saint Henry 
II. He succeeded his father 
as leader and began to 
transform the nation into a 
Christian kingdom. 
 

Pope Sylvester II proclaimed him the first king of Hungary in 1001, 
sending him a crown and gold processional cross. The crown, 
made in the Byzantine style, has become a symbol of Hungarian 
nationhood. 
 

King Stephen’s reign was a relatively peaceful and prosperous 
time. He outlawed paganism, mandated church building, and tith-
ing for support of the parish, and commanded all to marry except 
clergy and religious. He founded a Benedictine monastery, and 
Hungary became an important place along the route to the Holy 
Land for many pilgrims. 
 

Unfortunately, Stephen’s son and heir died in a hunting accident, 
causing much conflict over the succession when the saint died. 
Eventually the kingdom was won back for Christendom and father 
and son were canonized in 1083 by Pope St. Gregory VII. Saint 
Stephen I is now patron saint of Hungary. 
 

©LPi 
 

 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Catholic Faith 
Question:  My neighbor is just beginning to explore the Catholic faith but 
was raised agnostic. I grew up believing in God, praying, and attending 
Mass. How does one start from scratch as an adult to develop a relationship 
with God? 
 

Answer:  Start on a personal level! How did you and your neighbor be-
come friends? How did you begin to discuss such a personal topic as faith? 
Communication, spending time together, and getting to know each other 
are essential to forming the bonds of a relationship. Personal prayer is es-
sential to our relationship with God. We can’t be close to someone we 
don’t know! Invite your friend to explore the stories of Jesus in the Bible. 
Introduce them to the lives of the saints, especially ones you think they 
might be interested in. 
 

Your neighbor might also have questions about the Catholic faith that you 
don’t know how to answer. If your friend hasn’t yet enrolled in RCIA clas-
ses, invite them to Mass at your parish. Introduce your friend to the faith 
formation director to make a connection. Personal support can be helpful 
as well, especially if few of your neighbor’s current friends are practicing 
their faith. Connect your neighbor to other people in your parish living 
their faith well. The good examples of other faithful people could help your 
neighbor to feel welcomed and supported. Our Church is vibrant and alive! 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
There is a “great cloud of witnesses” found in the official saints of the 
church and in ordinary people we meet every day. They are faith-filled in-
spirations who, by their example, help us to persevere in our faith. Living in 
a sea of conflict, change, challenge, and confusion, it is easy to grow tired 
and get weary. With so many things in competition for our attention, it is 
challenging to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and the Kingdom of God. We 
have to keep running the race and continue proclaiming the Good News. 
This message is not always welcome. It can cause division, challenge ac-
cepted mindsets, ruffle peoples’ feathers, and cause some folks to become 
defensive. God’s ways are not always our ways. Even though often rejected 
by the world, the message of God in Jesus Christ must continue to be 
preached. We can rely on the examples of faith before us and around us and 
not lose heart. As Jesus endured the voices of opposition, so too can we. 

©LPi 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 
 

Independent Living Solutions 
Certified Age-In-Place Specialist 

 

Brent Megahan 
612-743-7373 | brent@mnils.com 

 

www.mnils.com 
 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, August 14 
8:00 am +Robert & Rosemary Soukup 
10:00 am +George & Lillian Rozek 

  & Sandra Wadzink 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, August 16 
7:30 am +Ambrose Christianson 

 

Wednesday, August 17 
7:30 am +Matilda & Frank Reinholtz & Family 

 

Thursday, August 18 
7:30 am +Ambrose Christianson 

 

Friday, August 19 
7:30 am +Steven Rhoe 

 

Saturday, August 20 
5:00 pm +Bernard Cegla 

 

Sunday, August 21 
8:00 am +Lillian Sichak 
10:00 am +John Litchy 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 

 

Word of Life 
“Although we may feel unsure how best to comfort those who mourn, we 
must stand with them in their time of suffering. Miscarriage touches the 
lives of many people, yet all too often this tragedy remains unaddressed. 
This lack of response not only often leads to unresolved grief, but also fails 
to clearly manifest our belief that each person, from conception onward, is 
precious and unique.” 
 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Solace and Strength in the Sorrow of Miscarriage” 



Gospel Meditation 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
An inward transformation occurs in a person who decides to follow   
Jesus Christ. Things change. They see the world differently, understand 
their journey more deeply and profoundly, have their sights fixed on 
eternity and union with God and hold themselves to higher standards 
and virtues. It requires a conscious choice to be a Christian, and this 
choice must be renewed at least daily. While the basic premise of Jesus’ 
message may appear heartwarming and straightforward: love of God, 
neighbor, and self, the implications of doing so are challenging. The true 
disciple is called to live radically, and often finds themselves at odds with 
the world or even with those in their own homes. 
 

Holding ourselves to higher standards comes with a price. We have to 
leave other things behind. It is difficult to be people of faith, hope, and 
love in a world often fixated with its own fulfillment and self-absorption. 
Justice, temperance, prudence, and fortitude require sacrifice if they are 
to be lived with integrity. God’s ways are not ours. This becomes crystal 
clear to those who have enough courage to stand against the tide. Put-
ting love into action requires that we challenge accepted modes of doing 
business and fight complacency. This is what makes the saints stand out 
as witnesses. They are simply sinners, just like us, who persevere. 
 

People do not want to be told that they’re sailing their ships in the wrong 
direction. Clinging to their insistence and need to be correct, they can 
become defensive when challenged. This can happen even with those 
closest to us. As much as the Gospel calls us to unity, it also can easily 
create division. When we love seriously, we encounter more than feel-
ings of warmth and acceptance. “What does love look like? It has the 
hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It 
has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and 
sorrows of men. That is what love looks like (St. Augustine).”  Love also 
has the courage and honesty to tell people what they may not want to 
hear but need to, and model, without wavering, a life of humble, loving, 
and faithful service. Don’t lose heart! There are many examples of faith 
before us and around us. If Jesus endured the voices of opposition, so 
too can we. There is no need to apologize for speaking the truth. 

©LPi 
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Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Summer Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 8 am - 4 pm, Fri: 8 am - 12 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Reception Desk, Virginia Tschida x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Maria Hamilton    Tom Herschbach    Stacy McVary 

Sue Nyvold    Marcus Paulson    Jonathan Tholen 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Parish Support 
Received Through August 4 

Sunday Envelopes ................... $   3,809.00 
Plate ...........................................       1,801.00 
WeShare ....................................       562.50 
Automatic Withdrawal...........     5,267.00 
Total ........................................... $ 11,439.50 



Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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763-571-2722                45th Ave NE & Central

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!

MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC.
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM
763-781-9312 I 831 4OTH AVE NE

LAWN MOWERS

RIDERS

CHAIN SAWS

GRASS TRIMMERS

LEAF BLOWERS

SNOW BLOWERS

Power 
Equipment

Dr. Andrew  Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist

612.788.9666• Discoverbraces.com
850 County Road D West  • New Brighton, MN 55112

Sarna’s Classic Grill
763-788-3939

All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch 10-2

3939 University Ave., Columbia Heights

Vernon S. Hoium
~Attorney At Law~

      • Wills • small Business • elder laW

      • ProBate • real estate • estate Planning

4111 Central Ave NE, Suite 206 S 
www.hoiumlaw.com         763-788-1605

BILLMAN-HUNT FUNERAL CHAPEL 
& CREMATION SERVICES

Robert F., John M., Jeffery M., Hunt, 
Directors

612-789-3535       2701 Central Ave. NE

Warner 
Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Leanne Warner

2726 Johnson St. N.E.  •  612-789-1010
“New Patients Welcome”

 

Short term rehabilitation • Secure memory care 
Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs

651-633-1686 •  www.bhshealth.org

Stacy & Stephen Traviss
 Parishioners

1435 Silver Lake Rd.

651-631-2744
$5 OFF $20 Purchase  •  Not Valid With Any Other Offers

HEIGHTS BAKERY
4925 Central Ave NE

Open Tues-Fri 5am-6pm • Saturday 6am-4pm

763-572-0624
Debbie Doty, Parishioner

BONA BROS. A U T O M O T I V E
Personal Attention ~  
Commitment to Serve

5333 University Ave.   (S.E. Corner of 694 & University) 

763-586-6050 • www.bonabros.com

Angell FAmily 
DentiStry, P.A.

Combining Experience with Technology

763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE  

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_30_7.7361x0.7232_v1_NE_CH_HS.indd   1 10/23/18   2:12 PM

Assisted Living & 
Memory Support

763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

Columbia Heights
763.788.5476

Spring Lake Park
763.253.1079

CHETSSHOES.COM

ABC COATING CO.  
OF MN, INC.

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha
Epoxy Coated Rebar

2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville

612-378-1855

Cris Young, Realtor
20 Years Experience
(612) 558-7887 Cell
crisyoung@edinarealty.com
Licensed in Minnesota & Wisconsin
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 Turning 65
or new to
Medicare?  

Call your 
local licensed 
Humana
sales agent 

Darren Bouton
612-836-8121 

Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

dbouton@humana.com
humana.com/dbouton

 
 

 
651-231-6276

500 Village Center Dr  
North Oaks, MN 55127

marciahernick@edinarealty.com

$5 off of purchase 
of $25 or more

763-710-5723 
4005 Central Avenue NE 

Columbia Heights

not valid with other offers

763-205-4298
256 57th Ave NE Fridley

Save Time,
Shop Online

Contact Kristee Flynn 
to place an ad today! 
kflynn@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2251
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