


This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, November 27, 1st Sunday of Advent 
  Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 
 

Monday, November 28 
  Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
 

Tuesday, November 29 
  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
 

Wednesday, November 30, St. Andrew, Apostle 
  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 
 

Thursday, December 1 
  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 

Friday, December 2 
  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 
 

Saturday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent; St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
The Light of the Lord 
It’s hard to believe that this weekend we have entered into a new litur-
gical year. Though we are not quite into December we are nonetheless 
celebrating the First Sunday of Advent in Year A wherein we will hear 
from the Gospel according to St. Matthew on most Sundays. The world 
around us is literally getting a little bit darker and winter is upon us. 
That is why the message at the end of the First Reading for Mass this weekend is such a 
hopeful and encouraging message, “…let us walk in the light of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5). 
 

Throughout all of human history there have always been dark and challenging moments. 
As a people of Christian faith we are illuminated by the radiant light of the Lord to shine 
upon us. As Psalm 119:105 famously declares, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for 
my path.” We have a clear sense of how to walk and what to do with the grace of the 
Lord in our lives. Jesus Himself announced, “I Am the Light of the World” (John 8:12). In 
his First Letter to the Thessalonians St. Paul wrote, “For all of you are children of the 
light and children of the day. We are not of the night or of darkness” (5:5). 
 

As children of the light and radiating the light of Christ in our words and deeds we mag-
nify the greatness of God. May the mercy of Christ help you to walk and run and sing in 
the light of the Lord in this new liturgical year! 
 

Fr. James 
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The Week Ahead 

Sunday, November 27 
CCW Nut Sale ............................... 7:30 am - 11:30 am 

 

Monday, November 28 
1st Eucharist Class ....................... 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
 

Tuesday, November 29 
Charismatic Prayer Group ......... 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 

Friday, December 2 
First Eucharist Class .................... 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
 

Saturday, December 3 
RCIA (Spanish) ...............................2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
CCW Nut Sale ............................... 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 4 
CCW Nut Sale ............................... 7:30 am - 11:30 am 
Boy Scout Meeting ...................... 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

Parish News 
 

Exodus 90 Information Meeting 
Do you feel like something is missing in your life? Do 
you find yourself not spending enough time with your 
family or other loved ones? Join us on Friday, Decem-
ber 9 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm in the school auditorium to learn more about 
Exodus 90 and prepare yourself for a life changing 90 day challenge that 
starts in January 2023. 
 

Questions? Contact Colby Buntin by phone at 660-429-9472 or email at  
colby_buntin@yahoo.com. 
 

Immaculate Conception 100th Anniversary Quilt 
Father James asked if a quilt could be made to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of our church and a committee was formed to take on the task. The 
committee met over the last few months to coordinate the project and 
much has been accomplished to date. We are now seeking financial sup-
port in the form of private donations to cover some of the more costly ex-
penses to finish the quilt. Should you wish to donate towards the quilt, we 
ask that you make your donation in the form of a check written to Immac-
ulate Conception Church with the word “QUILT” in the memo portion of 
your check. Checks can be mailed to the church: 4030 Jackson Street NE, 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 (Attention – Terri Glaeser) or placed in an 
envelope marked “QUILT – ATTENTION Terri Glaeser” and dropped in the 
collection basket at Mass. Thank you for any support you can provide! 
Questions should be directed to Sue Murzyn at 763-571-0066. 
 

We’re Hiring! 
Immaculate Conception Church is seeking a Director of Operations and a 
Director of Advancement. Find out more at ICCSonline.org! 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Come let us bow down in worship; let us kneel before the Lord who made us. 

For he is our God and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.” 
 (from Psalm 95). 

 

This weekend we begin the holy season of Advent and look forward to the 
celebration of Christmas. This is a time of prayer, reflection, anticipation 
and preparation. As a part of your Advent prayer life, come to our Eucha-
ristic Adoration Chapel, kneel before our Lord and experience the peace 
only He can give. 

 

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00 
am and we are always looking for more scheduled adorers. 
We have the following open hours:  Mondays at 5:00 pm, 
Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, Thursdays at 1:00 pm and Fridays at 
7:00 pm. If you would like to schedule an adoration hour, or 
are unable to attend your scheduled hour, please call Sandy 
at 763-789-3246. 
 

Synod Pastoral Letter 
After three years of listening, preparation and en-
gagement with laity, consecrated women and men, 
and clergy across the archdiocese, Archbishop Heb-
da released his pastoral letter the weekend of, No-
vember 19-20. This pastoral letter outlines his vision 
and Synod Priorities for our local church, informed 
through feedback from the Synod process. Read the 
letter now at archspm.org/synodletter 
 

Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially all who have died from Covid-19 and all who have died 
as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting peace 
and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: Bea Alain, Paul Bona, 
Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, 
Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, Irene Gray, Jim Johnson, 
Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, Linda Kosloski, Doug Krier,  
Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., Janet Mihalik, 
Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Dianne Redman, Greg Sery, 
Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, Sandra Tabor, Lois Weyers, 
Joan Wehlage, and all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor,  
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for you 
and that we welcome new members! For more information about 
ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

The Giving Tree 
Giving Trees will be up thru December 11. 
There will be containers in the church nar-
thex for the return of your unwrapped gifts. 
If you purchase gift cards, please attach the 
ornament and give them to the ushers or 
place them in the collection basket at the 
time of the offering. Your generous gifts are 
shared with the IC Gift program which dis-
tributes food cards to those in our commu-
nity that are in crisis, (Cub and Aldi); SACA 
(age appropriate gifts for youth), Crest View 
Senior Center (personal hygiene products 
for residents), Ascension Place Stepping 
Stone Emergency Housing of Anoka (gift cards for residents). If 
you, or an IC parishioner that you know, need help from our 
Giving Tree Program this Christmas, please contact the parish 
office 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Coins for Social Justice Collection—This Weekend! 
Small Change Can Do a World of Good! 
 

CCW News 
Christmas Cards for Crest View 
Dear IC Parishioners, 
We invite you to join us to bring Christmas joy to the residents 
of Crest View Senior Living, here in Columbia Heights. We plan 
to gather on Sunday, December 4 after the 10:00 am Mass to 
decorate Christmas cards for the residents of all the Crest View 
facilities. This is sure to be a fun event, providing time to share 
some holiday joy, good conversation and get us in the Spirit of 
Christmas by giving joy to others. All are invited, women, men 
and children! We have many donated Christmas cards, so we 
need your help. Please join us as your schedule allows in Fellow-
ship Hall after Mass. We will have coffee, warm apple cider, 
treats, and as promised good conversation and fun! 
 

Thank you from the ladies of the Council of Catholic Women 
 
Christmas Bake Sale & Boutique  

Just Two Weeks Away! 
The sale will be held the weekend of December 10 and 11 in Fel-
lowship Hall after all Masses. Please stop down before or after 
Mass to browse the many tables of homemade baked goods, 
crafts, Home Holiday Décor and freshly packaged nuts all avail-
able for purchase. Sunday morning only — we will have freshly 
baked caramel rolls for sale! 
 

Your donations are welcome!. Please bring any baked goods or 
handmade crafts you wish to donate for the sale to Fellowship 
Hall after 10:00 am on Saturday, December 10. Someone will be 
there to accept your items throughout the day on Saturday until 
6:00 pm, or prior to each Mass on Sunday. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
CCW Nut Sale Fundraiser 
The sale starts this weekend after all Masses in the church nar-
thex. Fresh nuts are available for your holiday baking. Additional 
order forms are in the narthex and at www.icconline.org. Call 
Kathy for more information at 952-353-6585. 
 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Prophets 
Question:  The Church teaches that, through our baptism, we are made 
priest, prophet, and king like Christ. What does it mean for us to be prophets 
in the world today? 
 

Answer:  We are indeed sharers in the threefold mission of Christ. We live 
our “kingship” when we serve others in justice, work for the common 
good in society, and overcome sin in our own lives. Our “priestly” mission 
is lived when we unite our lives to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, offering 
them up as a gift of love. We are also called to be prophets. Our lives may 
not look like Isaiah and Jeremiah of old — and perhaps desert living and 
locust eating like St. John the Baptist might feel out of reach — but this 
doesn’t nullify our invitation and obligation. 
 

As baptized Christians, we have accepted the Gospel in faith. We’re also 
called to proclaim the Gospel as well. This may mean by giving Christ-
centered advice to another person or defending truth when it’s threat-
ened. It also means living our faith in deeds. 
 

St. John Paul II writes that we are “called to allow the newness and the 
power of the Gospel to shine out every day in [our] family and social 
life” (On the Lay Members of Christ’s Faithful, 14). A prophet points to a 
higher truth beyond himself or herself. We live prophetically when we 
treat others as Christ treated people and when we arrange our schedule 
to prioritize those to whom we have the greatest obligation, including our 
families, as well as the poor and vulnerable around us. We live propheti-
cally when we think critically about the culture around us and we allow 
our faith to inform our public life. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
Whether it is the surgeon performing an operation or the pilot directing a 
flight, one expects them to be alert. When we entrust our lives to some-
one, we presume that they will attend to them with the utmost care and 
vigilance. If we have this expectation of others, why would we not have it 
of ourselves? Our lives are precious vessels on an eternal journey. We can 
only stay afloat and on the course because of God’s love and mercy. It is 
easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. Apathy can wreak 
havoc on the most dedicated of souls. God’s word transforms all that it 
touches, even a lukewarm heart. Let us seek God’s grace this Advent sea-
son so that we can walk more fully in His light. Then, finding ourselves 
more attentive, focused, alert, and watchful, we will be eager and well 
prepared to meet our Lord when He comes. Why would we not want to 
be ready, awake, and watchful for the One we have waited for so long? 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
“Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we are the people of life 
and a people for life. It is our duty to proclaim the Gospel of Life to the 
world. To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude and joy at the 
incomparable dignity of the human person impel us to bring the Gospel of 
life to the hearts of all people and make it penetrate every part of society.” 

 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary” 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Benedictine Health Center at Innsbruck 
Benedictine Health System 

 

Short term rehabilitation • Secure memory care 
Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs 
 

651-633-1686 • www.bhshealth.org 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, November 27 
8:00 am +Patrick Dawson 
10:00 am +Gerrit Robert Stone 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, November 29 
7:30 am +Gary Bartholomew 

 

Wednesday, November 30 
7:30 am +Bernard Cegla 

 

Thursday, December 1 
8:30 am Steve Lauinger 

 

Friday, December 2 
7:30 am +Ambrose Christianson, 
+Deceased Members of the Knights of Columbus 

 

Saturday, December 3 
5:00 pm Maria Fitzgerald 
 

Sunday, December 4 
8:00 am +John Sichak 
10:00 am 50th Anniversary of Joe & Bobbi 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 

 



6 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

 

Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Gospel Meditation 
1st Sunday of Advent 
We can embrace and relish each moment of our lives as a sacred sac-
rament or nonchalantly and robotically attend to what life presents. 
We have our feet in two worlds. One is holy and sacred, and the oth-
er is profane and secular. Which one has the greater claim on us? To 
what do we devote most of our energy? We can easily be consumed 
with the particular demands and essentials of daily life: family, work, 
obligations, and the like, that we don’t really notice anything more 
than what is right before us. We become masters at “doing” and ne-
glect our need to “savor.” Jesus reminds his friends that “as it was in 
the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In 
those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark. They did 
not know until the flood came and carried them all away.” 
 

While certain things require our daily attention, we cannot become 
so consumed with them that we fail to see the larger picture of what 
is coming. For the Christian, Advent is the time to pause, reflect, and 
savor. It is a time to see life as a sacrament of the moment and not 
just an investment in secular interests, pleasures, and personal obli-
gations. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired.  Ap-
athy can quickly wreak havoc on the most dedicated of souls. What-
ever we can do this Advent season to be more attentive, focused, 
alert, and watchful will serve us well. It will make us eager and well-
prepared to meet our Lord when he comes. It is for certain that he 
will come. 
 

Who made me? What is my purpose? What will happen to me when I 
die? These are pivotal questions that, in life’s busyness, we hardly 
find time to ask and answer. They define who we are, and the an-
swers we provide serve as guideposts and anchors in the seas of our 
lives. Advent is the perfect time to make friends with our souls. It is a 
time to perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and hearts and seek 
God’s presence in the simple moments of our lives. God is with us. 
Ask God to grant you a deeper appreciation for His presence and the 
gift of attentiveness. 

©LPi 

Parish Support 
Received Through November 13 and 20 

Sunday Envelopes .......... $  4,160.00 
Plate ...................................     2,291.00 
WeShare ............................       385.00 
Total .................................. $ 6,836.00 

 

Due to an early publishing deadline, parish support 
information for November 20 will be printed in next 
week’s bulletin. 
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Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 

School News 
Poinsettia Fundraiser  
The IC School Advisory Council is sponsoring a sale through 
Pletcher’s Greenhouse as part of a fundraiser to benefit IC 
School. Poinsettias can be ordered to decorate the church 
during Christmas in memory of your loved ones whose names 
will be listed in the IC bulletin.  
 

Order forms will be available in the church narthex after all masses the 
weekends of November 19-20 and 26-27. Payment is due at the time of 
order. Cash or checks only (credit cards are not accepted). Make checks 
out to ICS/Immaculate Conception School).  
 

Online ordering is available at:  school.iccsonline.org/poinsettia-
fundraiser. Thank you for your support! 
 

MEMORIAL plants are available in RED ONLY 
 

Choose from two sizes:  
Standard (6.5 inch pot) $20.00            Large (8.5inch pot) $30.00 

 

Last day to purchase Monday, November 28. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
We are in need of tutors and lunchroom support volunteers. please con-
tact  Jane Bona to inquire, 763-788-9065. 
 

Discipleship 

Being Surprised by Christ 
Some people hate surprise parties. There are those who are uncomfortable 
with a last-minute vacation or even an unexpected travel upgrade. If it 
wasn’t part of the plan, it’s a cause for consternation. 
 

There is a temptation to view these folks as curmudgeonly — sticks in the 
mud, obsessed with predictability. But I think if we’re being honest, there’s 
a little bit of the surprise-averse in all of us. 
 

Deep within the very heart of the element of surprise is a kernel of shock. 
And shock, in the moment, can feel similar to trauma. If we reflect on the 
most traumatic occurrences of our lives — a loss, an accident, a calamity — 
it is likely that we will say this: “It was the shock more than anything that 
got to me.” Grief or fear, those feelings were overwhelming as well, but 
they came later. In the first moment, all we knew was we were going about 
our lives on one path until we were thrust on a different one and then the 
whole future changed. 
 

This is the natural rhythm of our life here on earth. We never know what is 
coming — which is to say, in a beautiful way, we always know what is com-
ing. More importantly, we know Who is coming.  
 

Like the early riser who sets the “pre-alarm” (the one on which he knows 
he’s going to hit snooze just to take the edge off the disappointment of 
waking up), we are always being given a heads-up in Scripture. From the 
earliest prophecies of the Messiah to Jesus’ reminders in the Gospel to the 
very last words of Revelations, God has communicated to His stewards: 
You know the time. The time is now. We are called to constant vigilance, 
perpetual renewal, steadfast accountability.  
 

In the end, the coming of Christ may be the only event in history that was 
a surprise, but not a shock — and so it will only be beautiful, even for those 
who hate surprise parties.                                 —Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 

Saint of the Week 
Saint Andrew | Feast Day November 30 

 

Saint Andrew was a fisherman in Galilee, along with 
his brother, Peter, when they were called by Jesus to 
leave their boat and become fishers of men. John’s 
Gospel also places him as a follower of John the Bap-
tist before he came to be one of Jesus’ twelve Disci-
ples. Beyond the scant references in the Gospels, not 
much is known of Saint Andrew’s life. 
 

According to Christian tradition Saint Andrew, like 
many of his fellow Disciples, went out into Greece 
and Turkey to preach the Good News. A 4th century 
account of the saint’s life tells of his martyrdom by 
crucifixion in Patras. Medieval accounts describe the 
cross used as X-shaped because Andrew said he was 
not worthy to die on the same style of cross as Jesus. 
 

Famously, Saint Andrew is the patron Saint of Scot-
land, the country’s flag bearing the X-shaped cross 
associated with him. Legends claim that the saint 
either traveled to Scotland to spread the Gospel or 
that his relics were brought there by St. Regulus who 
had a vision telling him to take the bones to the end 
of the earth. Regulus set out and was shipwrecked on 
the coast of Scotland. Today relics of St. Andrew 
which had been held by the Vatican are now at a 
shrine in Patras. 
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Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage 
This Advent, make a spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. Uncover the beauty of the place where Christ 
was born, preparing your heart for Christ's coming so 
you can enter more deeply into this season. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup 
and select our parish. 
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Dr. Andrew  Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist

612.788.9666• Discoverbraces.com
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763-788-3939

All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch 10-2

3939 University Ave., Columbia Heights
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Warner 
Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Leanne Warner
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Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs
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 Parishioners
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763-572-0624
Debbie Doty, Parishioner
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Angell FAmily 
DentiStry, P.A.
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763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE  

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_30_7.7361x0.7232_v1_NE_CH_HS.indd   1 10/23/18   2:12 PM

Assisted Living & 
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763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

Columbia Heights
763.788.5476

Spring Lake Park
763.253.1079

CHETSSHOES.COM

ABC COATING CO.  
OF MN, INC.

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha
Epoxy Coated Rebar

2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville

612-378-1855
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North Oaks, MN 55127
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