


This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, December 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent; St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
 

Monday, December 5 
  Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday, December 6, St. Nicholas, Bishop 
  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 18:12-14 
 

Wednesday, December 7, St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
  Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11:28-30 
 

Thursday, December 8, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Friday, December 9, St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday, December 10, Our Lady of Loreto 
  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Sunday, December 11, 3rd Sunday of Advent; St. Damasus I, Pope 
  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
A Theological Tongue-Twister 
“A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.” Those famous words 
from Isaiah 11:1 are a prophetic message about the Messiah who would 
come into the world and bring about healing, justice, and ultimately 
salvation. 
 

As faith-filled believers we know and believe that the “shoot” was a reference to the di-
vine incarnation that would take place in Jesus Christ. Throughout his earthly ministry 
Jesus had “a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a 
spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). 
 

As fully God and fully human Jesus was able to bridge the gap between sinners and the 
Lord. Throughout these Advent days we pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit to 
have a deeper appreciation for the merciful presence of Christ within Sacred Scripture, 
the Eucharist, and in our brothers and sisters. 
 

May the love of the Lord lead us onward in the midst of our labors so that we can at last 
rejoice in the light of His everlasting life.  
 

Fr. James 
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Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Parish News 
 

Exodus 90 Information Meeting 
Do you have habits that you need to change? Have 
you been wanting to spend more time with your 
family but you find yourself distracted by your 
phone? Are you willing to join like-minded men and spend 90 days to     
obtain greater freedom? Join us on Friday, December 9 from 6:00-8:00 pm 
in the school auditorium to learn more about Exodus 90 and prepare your-
self for an life changing 90 day challenge that starts in January 2023! 
 

Questions? Contact Colby Buntin by phone at 660-429-9472 or email at  
colby_buntin@yahoo.com. 
 

CCW News 
Christmas Cards for Crest View 
Dear IC Parishioners, 
We invite you to join us to bring Christmas joy to the residents of Crest 
View Senior Living, here in Columbia Heights. We plan to gather on Sun-
day, December 4 after the 10:00 am Mass to decorate Christmas cards for 
the residents of all the Crest View facilities. This is sure to be a fun event, 
providing time to share some holiday joy, good conversation and get us in 
the Spirit of Christmas by giving joy to others. All are invited, women, men 
and children! We have many donated Christmas cards, so we need your 
help. Please join us as your schedule allows in Fellowship Hall after Mass. 
We will have coffee, warm apple cider, treats, and as promised good con-
versation and fun! 
 

Thank you from the ladies of the Council of Catholic Women 
 

CCW Nut Sale Fundraiser 
Nuts are nutritious, delicious and make great Christmas gifts. Make your 
selections soon — only two more weekends before our sale ends. As al-
ways, we appreciate your patronage which enables us to support a variety 
of outreach programs and our I.C. General Fund. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” 
(Luke 3: 1, 4) 

 

Our Eucharistic Adoration Chapel is available to everyone, especially dur-
ing the holy season of Advent. Our chapel is a quiet, peaceful place to 

spend time in prayer and to take a step back from 
the hectic pace of life. Come and spend some time 
in our adoration chapel. 
 

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday begin-
ning at 7:00 am and we are always looking for more 
scheduled adorers. We have the following open 
hours:  Tuesdays at 2:00 pm,  Thursdays at 1:00 pm 
and Fridays at 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If you would 
like to schedule an adoration hour, or are unable    
to attend your scheduled hour, please call Sandy at 
763-789-3246. 

Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Fellowship Sunday 
Fellowship will be next Sunday, December 11 along with our CCW 
Bake Sale and Craft Sale. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially all who have died from Covid-19 and all who have died 
as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting peace 
and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: Bea Alain, Paul Bona, 
Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, 
Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, Irene Gray, Jim Johnson, 
Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, Linda Kosloski, Doug Krier,  
Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., Janet Mihalik, 
Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Dianne Redman, Greg Sery, 
Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, Sandra Tabor, Lois Weyers, 
Joan Wehlage, and all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor,  
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here for you 
and that we welcome new members! For more information about 
ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

The Giving Tree 
Thank you to all who participated in The Giving 
Tree! This is our final weekend to return gifts — all 
gifts will be picked up on Thursday, December 8. 
Containers are available in the church narthex for 
the return of your unwrapped gifts. If you purchase 
gift cards, please attach the ornament and give 
them to the ushers or place them in the collection 
basket at the time of the offering. 

 
Sock Drive 
Thank you to all who  donat-
ed to our annual “Socks for 
the Soul” sock drive, it was a     
huge success! 

Saint of the Week 
Saint Ambrose | December 7 

 

Saint Ambrose was born to an aristocratic Roman Christian 
family in 339 in what is now Trier, Germany. One popular leg-
end tells of a swarm of bees alighting on the infant Ambrose’s 
face and leaving behind a drop of honey which his father took 
as a sign that Ambrose would be an eloquent speaker with a 
‘honeyed tongue.’ 
 

Ambrose was educated in law and rhetoric in Rome. Like his 
father, he went into public service and was made governor of 
Ligruaia and Emilia about 373. In the second year of his gover-
norship, he went to moderate the election of the bishop of Mi-
lan because the heretical Arians were challenging the succes-
sion. Unbaptized and untrained in theology, Ambrose was called 
by popular acclamation to be bishop. Though he attempted to 
flee, he was found and within a week he was baptized, ordained, 
and consecrated bishop on December 7, 374. 
 

As bishop Ambrose studied scripture and the writings of 
Church fathers, he gave his property and wealth to the poor, 
and became an impactful orator, hymn writer, and renowned 
teacher. He highly praised consecrated virginity, likely influ-
enced by his sister who took the veil. A contemporary with St. 
Martin of Tours, he also defended the faith against the Arian 
heresy (which questioned Christ’s divinity), and against the 
state. Ambrose required Emperor Theodosius do public pen-
ance after the massacre of Thessalonica. His classic education 
contributed to his writing and sermons which attracted and 
converted Saint Augustine of Hippo who Saint Ambrose bap-
tized. 
 

Saint Ambrose is one of four original doctors of the Church. He 
died in 397 in Milan, Italy. His remains can be seen today at the 
Basilica di Sant’Ambrogio, where he lays with Saint Gervasus 
and Saint Protasus.                                                                      

 ©LPi 
 
 

©LPi 

Answer:  The Visitation 

Trivia Time! 
 

Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question: What do we call the meeting of the pregnant cousins 
Mary and Elizabeth? 
 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Sign of the Cross 
Question:  Why do Catholics make the sign of the cross? 
 

Answer:  The sign of the cross is a devotional practice that dates back to 
the first Apostles. When making the sign of the cross, we remember Jesus 
Christ who died for us and also bear witness to the fact that we belong to 
him and are called to share the Good News to all the world. At our Bap-
tism, we were signed with a cross and marked for Christ. That mark re-
mains on us throughout the entirety of our lives. We remind ourselves of 
that mark every time we make the same gesture over our bodies. We also 
remind ourselves that to be a Christian means we are to “put on Christ” 
and be Christ for a world that needs to know him. In a way, this devotional 
gesture covers us with Christ so that others may see him in us. 
 

Catholics are not the only ones who make the sign of the cross. Orthodox, 
Lutheran, and Anglicans are examples of other Christians who maintain 
this same ancient tradition. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
The God in whom we believe is “the God of endurance and encourage-
ment.” Have you ever thought about God in those terms? Our sight can 
become limited by the concerns of the world and our individual lives. We 
can look to the past and see what is happening in the present, but the 
future is primarily left to our imaginations. God has a clear vision for the 
future. It is one where the “wolf shall be a guest of the lamb and the leop-
ard shall lie down with the kid.” It is a vision of harmony and gentleness 
where all will live as one. We can see the complete picture of life in God. 
We see what we may be, what may come, and who we can become. Pre-
paring the way for the Lord means moving beyond the limitations of ide-
ology, time, space, preference, and self-focused concern so that we can 
see as God sees. God will give us what we need to endure whatever 
comes, and the encouragement we need to get where we can be.     ©LPi 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Billman-Hunt Funeral Chapel 
and Cremation Services 

Robert F., John M. and Jeffrey M. Hunt, Directors 
 

612-789-3535 | 2701 Central Avenue NE 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 4 
8:00 am +John Sichak 
10:00 am 50th Anniversary of Joe & Bobbi 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, December 6 
7:30 am +Ambrose Christianson 

+CCW Deceased Members 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
7:30 am Emma Leona 

 

Thursday, December 8 
8:30 am +Ambrose Christianson 
7:00 pm IC Parish 

 

Friday, December 9 
7:30 am +Jay Dowdle, +Michael Lunney 

+Ambrose Christianson 
 

Saturday, December 10 
5:00 pm +Margaret Getty 
 

Sunday, December 11 
8:00 am +Gerald Johnson 
10:00 am +George & Lillian Rozek 

& Sandra Wadzink 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 

Word of Life 
“Jesus calls each of us to ‘care for the other as a person for whom God has 
made us responsible’ (EV 87). …The encyclical The Gospel of Life recognizes 
the full range of threats against human life, from poverty and malnutrition 
to murder and war. Particular emphasis, however, is placed on threats to 
life at its beginning and end—precisely when it is most in need of protec-
tion. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and those ap-
proaching the end of their lives are certainly among the ‘least of these’ in 
our world’s estimation.” *Excerpt from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, respectlife.org/live-the-gospel-of-life 



6 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 

 

Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Gospel Meditation 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
At sixty years of age, Maria and Paul had a beautiful life. High school 
sweethearts, they had four children, five grandchildren, a successful 
business, good friends and a fabulous beach house. They felt very 
blessed. Their strong faith in God saw them through some difficult 
challenges. Without warning, Paul died suddenly. Maria was devas-
tated. Why did God do this? Why did God allow this to happen? An 
indescribable depth of sadness weighed heavily upon her heart. She 
felt betrayed by the God she thought was looking out for her. She 
was overwhelmed by despair. Have you ever experienced such in-
credible and deafening sadness? Where is God in all of the pain? 
 

We often want God to fix things or intervene and change nature’s 
course. When He doesn’t act as we desire, it shakes our faith. We do 
not always understand or appreciate why things happen as they do. 
There is much that is beyond our control. John the Baptist prepared 
the way for Jesus and Jesus is the way to God. There is something 
more going on in life than what we can see with human eyes. We are 
on a sacred path, and God is with us. God is with us in our confusion, 
suffering, doubts, and intense sadness. Jesus announced God’s vision 
for humanity and taught people to see God and themselves for who 
they are. There is a way through and beyond all hardship and suffer-
ing. God does not abandon us. 
 

God has a clear vision for the future, both for us individually and for 
our world. It is a vision of harmony and gentleness where all will live 
as one and the “wolf shall be a guest of the lamb.” God is not indiffer-
ent. He is the God of “endurance and encouragement.” In God, we 
see what we may be, what may come and who we can become. When 
Maria opened herself to God’s creative presence, she learned to 
trust. She began to realize that she could endure more than she had 
imagined. She also discovered a spark of encouragement, bringing 
her through the sadness to where she could be. In retrospect, Maria 
knew that God’s reassuring presence was with her. 
 

©LPi 

Parish Support 
Received Through: 

 November 20     November 27 
Sunday Envelopes ..........  $  4,940.00 $  4,075.00 
Plate ....................................      3,463.40     2,812.00 
WeShare ............................         262.50        300.00 
Automatic Withdrawal ...     3,400.00  
 

Total ................................... $ 12,065.90 $  7,187.00 
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Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 4 
CCW Nut Sale ............................... 7:30 am - 11:30 am 
Boy Scout Meeting ...................... 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
Charismatic Prayer Group ......... 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
K-4th Gr. Christmas Concert ... 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
Faith Formation Mass ................. 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Thursday, December 8 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day Mass ............................... 8:30 am - 9:30 am 
Holy Day Mass .............................. 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Friday, December 9 
Exodus 90 Information Mtg. .... 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Saturday, December 10 
Baptism Class ............................... 9:00 am - 11:00 am 
RCIA (Spanish) .............................. 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
CCW Bake Sale & Boutique ....... 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
CCW Nut Sale ............................... 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 11 
CCW Bake Sale & Boutique ...... 7:30 am - 12:00 pm 
CCW Nut Sale .............................. 7:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Fellowship ..................................... 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Boy Scout Meeting ...................... 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

I Am Who I Am | Lectio: God | Episode 1 
Who is God and what does he mean when he says “I Am Who I Am”? Join Dr. 
Elizabeth Klein in her latest Lectio series as she begins to unpack the mystery 
of who God is. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select our parish. 
 

Discipleship 

How Much Is Enough? 
I’ve got some great news for some of you: Jesus Christ doesn’t care what 
name you bear. He doesn’t care where you were born, and he doesn’t care 
what your family tree looks like. He doesn’t care where you grew up or 
where you went to school. 
 

I’ve also got some bad news for some of you: See above. 
 

It’s so easy to take our salvation for granted. The mercy of God makes it so. 
Look at John the Baptist — he was pouring water on everybody who want-
ed it. Everybody but one group: those who expected it. Those who thought 
it was a given because of who they were, because of what they were. Those 
who had no intention of doing the work of repentance.  
 

Sometimes, because God is so faithful, we make the mistake of forgetting 
that He is also just.  
 

I am baptized, we think. I made my First Communion, and I was Con-
firmed. That’s enough. 
 

I went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten Commandments and I can tell 
you anything you want to know about the Popes. That’s enough. 
 

I’m on parish council. I put money in the basket, and I volunteer. That’s 
enough. 
 

None of it is enough. It would never be enough. And before we look upon 
the Pharisees and Sadducees with too much judgment, we need to remem-
ber: the work of repentance is ongoing. It is a process that we must com-
mit to within ourselves, continuously.  
 

God is the missing element to this equation. He is the one who raises chil-
dren to Abraham from the stones. If we rely only on our own abilities, our 
own merits, our own offerings, it will never be enough. 
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 

December 10 
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