


From the Pastor’s Desk 
Season’s Greetings 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!” 
These words of St. Paul can be found within the Second Reading for Mass 
(Romans 1:7) on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Interestingly enough, they 
can also be found verbatim in his Letter to the Philippians 1:2, in his Letter 
to the Ephesians 1:2 and in his Second Letter to the Corinthians 1:2. In-

spired by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul used this formulaic greeting to various Christian commu-
nities and it packed a theological wallop. 
 

Grace could be defined as, “a supernatural gift of God to intellectual creatures (men, an-
gels) for their eternal salvation” (https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/grace). There are 
two categories of grace that have been described as “actual” and “sanctifying,” wherein the 
former is “the transient help to act” and the latter is the “permanent state of grace” (Ibid). 
Another way to put it is that actual grace “is the strength that God gives us to act according 
to his will. Sanctifying grace is a state in which God allows us to share in his life and 
love” (https://www.catholic.com/qa/what-is-the-difference-between-sanctifying-and-
actual-grace-do-we-receive-special-graces-on-holy).  
 

In regards to the concept of peace or shalom from Hebrew it, “is 
variously described as concord between peoples; seeking the good 
of a country or even a city; praying for the welfare of other people; 
physical safety; a good death; material prosperity; and spiritual well-
being. Shalom is associated with love, justice, truth, wholeness, and 
rightness. Shalom is not merely the absence of conflict, but it is positively characterized in 
Scripture by such things as good relations between neighbors, as well as between enemies, 
freedom of worship, abundance, prosperity, and security among all peoples. For the Chris-
tian, shalom is seen as a gift of God and a fruit of the Holy Spirit, but also something for 
which we must work (https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?
recnum=10407). 
 

May the Grace and Peace that come from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ contin-
ue to help you to act, to grow holier in your state of being, and to experience His prevailing 
goodness now and always. 
 

Fr. James 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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The Nativity of the Lord—Christmas 
 

Saturday, December 24, Vigil Mass of Christmas 
5:00 pm and 8:00 pm (in Spanish) 
 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Mass 
8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am (in Spanish) 

From all of us here at Immaculate Conception Parish—we pray God 
will bless you with a joy filled Christmas Season and with a happy 
New Year of 2023! 

Christmas Mass Schedule 



Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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Parish News 
2022-2023 Tax Deduction Information 
This is just a reminder that, regardless of the date 
on the check, we must record your donations by 
the date we receive them or the date on which 
they are postmarked. For example, if a check dat-
ed December 31, 2022 is received by us on January 
1 or later, it must be recorded as a 2023 donation. 
If you send us a donation through the postal ser-
vice and the envelope is postmarked December 31, 
2022 or earlier, this will be recorded as a 2022 
donation even if we receive the envelope in Janu-
ary. As these are IRS regulations, we have no flexi-
bility in the matter. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“Behold the Desire of all the nations will come,  

and the house of the Lord will be filled with glory.”  
(Haggai 2:7) 

 

Our Eucharistic Adoration Chapel is available to everyone to come and 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament during the week. Advent is the perfect 
time to check out our chapel and have some extra prayer time. Our chapel 
is a peaceful place to pray and think about the coming of Jesus and experi-
ence a peace only He can give. 
 

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00 am and we 
are always looking for more scheduled adorers. We have 
the following open hours: Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, Thurs-
days at 1:00 pm and Fridays at 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If 
you would like to schedule an adoration hour, or are 
unable to attend your scheduled hour, please call Sandy 
at 763-789-3246. 
 

Note:  The chapel will be closed on Friday, December 23 
and on Monday, December 26 for the Christmas holiday. 
It will reopen on Tuesday, December 27 at 7:00 am. 
 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 18 
CCW Nut Sale ................................ 7:30 am - 11:30 am 
Pancake Breakfast ....................... 8:30 am - 11:30 am 
Boy Scout Meeting ...................... 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
Charismatic Prayer Group ........ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 

Friday, December 23 
Parish Office Closed 

 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially all who have died from Covid-19 and all who have 
died as a result of violence. May God grant them everlasting 
peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: Bea Alain, Paul Bona, 
Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, 
Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, Irene Gray, Jim Johnson, 
Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, Linda Kosloski, Doug Krier, 
Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., Janet Mihalik, 
Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Dianne Redman, Barb Robertson, 
Greg Sery, Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, Sandra Tabor, 
Lois Weyers, Joan Wehlage, and all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor,  
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here 
for you and that we welcome new members! For more infor-
mation about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-
788-9062 x 212. 

The Story of the Nativity: The Truth of Christmas 
Enjoy this fast-paced, thought-provoking look at the true story 
of the Nativity as we enter into the joyful season of Advent. 
Christmas is so much more than a humdrum story we've heard 
since childhood. Join top scholars, speakers, and authors as 
they explain the gravity of Christ’s miraculous birth.  
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select 
our parish. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

Annual Collection for Veterans 
Every Third Saturday, located 
in Minneapolis, addresses the 
physical needs of struggling and 
homeless veterans, as well as 
the emotional needs of veterans 
and their families. This organi-
zation needs winter coats, 
gloves, hats, thermal under-

wear, and boots that are new or used in good condition for fe-
male and male veterans. Immaculate Conception will again team 
with other Catholic churches in the area to collect goods. Now is a 
good time to clean out your closets. Your new or gently used 
items can be dropped off on the weekend of January 14-15. 
There will be a large, marked bin available in the church narthex 
for your donations. Questions? Please contact Vicki B., 763-788-
9062  x 212. 
 

Coins for Social Justice 
Thank you for your generous donations in October. The total 
received on Sunday, October 27 was $207.38. 
 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Las Posadas 
Question:  What is the Hispanic Advent custom of “Las Posadas”? 
 

Answer:  “Posada” is the Spanish word for inn or lodging. “Las Posadas” re-
fers to a traditional Advent custom in preparation for the birth of Jesus, 
beginning on December 16. For nine successive evenings, groups reenact 
the search of Mary and Joseph for shelter in Bethlehem. 
 

Two children dress as Mary and Joseph, sometimes with Mary riding on an 
actual donkey. They are usually accompanied by children dressed as angels 
and shepherds along with the Wise Men. Adults accompany them as they 
process to designated homes where they sing Christmas songs and request 
lodging. Part of the group enters the home and becomes the chorus that 
responds to the request for lodging. In the beginning the request is re-
buffed. They move to several more homes where the ritual is repeated. 
Eventually, at the last home, their need is recognized, and they all enter the 
home where a party ensues. This is repeated in different neighborhoods 
and homes each of the nine days. 
 

While this custom teaches children an important aspect of the Christmas 
story, it also emphasizes the need for hospitality to strangers and the con-
tinual need we all have to make room for Jesus in our “posada.” As we 
struggle to arrive at a fair and just immigration policy, it would be good to 
recall the fact that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were also immigrants looking 
for a hospitable place to dwell. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
“God is with us.” This is the one constant in the unpredictability of life. The 
particulars of our lives can change, not only instantly but dramatically. Peo-
ple experiencing a time of peace can easily find themselves at war. Times of 
prosperity can rapidly become times of want. Our vision for the future can 
be destroyed, and our securities placed in jeopardy. These final days of Ad-
vent allow us to make final preparations. The true safety and security we 
seek can only come from God. The rest, harmony, and peacefulness we de-
sire are found in God alone. How do we know this to be true? God Himself 
gave us a sign: Emmanuel, God with us. Do not be afraid, and do not be un-
believing. Hold fast to what God has done in giving us His only begotten 
Son. We do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredictability. 
All we need to do is make sure that our hearts are in the proper place and 
seeking the right things! 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As some-
one who has been there, I encourage you to support your friend in her new 
journey of being a mother.” Learn ten tips at respectlife.org/support-her. 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
   “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Central Avenue Auto Body 
2628 Central Avenue NE • Minneapolis 

612-781-2711 • centralaveautobody.com 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 18 
8:00 am +Deceased Members of the 

Parish Slovak Societies 
10:00 am +Randy and Betty Lou Wilcox 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, December 20 
7:30 am Steve Lauinger 

 

Wednesday, December 21 
7:30 am +Ambrose Christianson 
 

Thursday, December 22 
8:30 am Steve Lauinger 

 

Friday, December 23 
7:30 am +Gayne Maloney 
 

Saturday, December 24 
5:00 pm +Slawko (Sid) and Iolanda (Linda) Dupak 
8:00 pm IC Parish 
 

Sunday, December 25 
8:00 am +John and Veronica Commers 
10:00 am +John Botzet, Jr. 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 
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Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Gospel Meditation 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips through several 
neighborhoods, a bomb claims a maternity hospital and a sudden 
heart attack takes the life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and 
dramatic. Many buy into the sad illusion that the securities and fa-
miliarities we see around us today will remain forever: our homes, 
our friends, our spouses, our churches, and even our health. We are 
stunned and shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves bewil-
dered, mortified, and even embittered. We do not like change, espe-
cially change driven by sources beyond our control. Are there any 
guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come with lifetime 
warranties. When they break, they can be fixed or replaced. Such is 
not the case. Many things are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. 
During life’s inevitable chaos, God says: “Do not be afraid.” Seriously? 
How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 
 

Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic, and somewhat 
unhealthy, to strive to live without any fear. Fear teaches us lessons 
and can be a catalyst to discovering more profound things. What we 
do with fear and how we understand it is critical. Fear can either 
cripple us or move us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. 
If we look around at all that can change in our lives and consider 
what we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of self-
misery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as Mary did, and do what 
needs doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do the right and 
just thing!  What gives us this courage? Faith.  
 

God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. We need 
to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God not only made us 
and loves us, but God keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is 
the sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be unbe-
lieving! Hold fast to what God has done in giving us His only begotten 
Son. We do not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s unpredict-
ability. God has blessed us with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is 
with us and will not abandon us, even in death. 

©LPi 

Parish Support 
Received Through December 11: 
Due to an early bulletin deadline, the collection 
report for the weekend of December 10-11 
will be printed in next week’s bulletin. 



 

Trivia Time! 
 

Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question: What town was Jesus born in? 

©LPi 

Answer:  Bethlehem 

This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, December 18, 4th Sunday of Advent 
  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
 

Monday, December 19 
  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday, December 21, St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
 

Thursday, December 22 
  1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56 
 

Friday, December 23, St. John of Kanty, Priest 
  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66 
 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79 
 

Sunday, December 25, Nativity of the Lord 
  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 
            or 1:18-25 
  Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
  Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

©LPi 
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Saint of the Week 
Saint John of Kanty | December 23 

Saint John, sometimes 
called John Cantius, was 
born in the Polish town of 
Kanty in 1390. Not much 
is recorded about his ear-
ly life, however, he was a 
bright young man who 
did well in his studies at 
the university in Krakow. 
He earned his doctorate 
in philosophy and went 
on to be ordained and 
earn a doctorate in theol-
ogy as well. 
 

He began teaching at the 
university immediately 
following the conferring 
of his doctorate in philos-
ophy. Unfortunately, his 

popularity worked against him, and he was dis-
missed from his post on false charges. Saint John 
was reassigned to a post as a parish priest in the 
town of Olkusz, Bohemia. His parishioners did not 
receive him with open arms, and he was unsettled 
in his new position. But John did not give up, his 
honest care for the people of his parish eventually 
endeared him to them. 
 

After a time, he was invited back to the university 
and he returned to teaching, filling leadership roles 
in the philosophy and theological areas until the 
end of his long life. Saint John deeply cared for the 
poor, giving everything but only what he needed to 
survive away. He lived an aesthetic life but was such 
an engaging man that he often dined with nobility. 
 

Saint John of Kanty died on December 24, 1473. He 
was canonized in 1767, by Pope Clement XIII. In 
1998, a new religious community chose the saint for 
their patron and the Canons Regular of Saint John 
Cantius, was formed in Chicago, Illinois. 

©LPi 
 

Discipleship 

St. Joseph the Steward 
St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of stewardship we have in the 
Gospels. Here is a man who understands care and reverence for the prop-
erty of God, a man chosen to be steward over the very life and breath of 
God’s Son and Spouse.  
 

Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to God. When he un-
derstood that Mary was to be the mother of God, he was not jealous or 
bitter. He did not presume to claim ownership over her. 
 

Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity to be in relationship 
with God, even if it was in a radical and unexpected way. How many of us 
would trust a crazy dream we have where an angel tells us our fiancée is 
carrying the Son of God? Well, those of us who are already profoundly 
connected to God through prayer. Joseph was open to receiving God, and 
so he was open to the truth in a way many of us would not have been.  
 

Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full understanding of the situa-
tion, he was unwilling to expose Mary to shame. He did not give himself 
over to feelings of betrayal.  
 

Joseph was committed. He persevered. The Lord had no shortage of 
strange and even dangerous-sounding tasks for Joseph, but he submitted 
to each one.  
 

Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his dream, “he did as the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took his wife into his home.” 
 

Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, and he gave of them wisely. 
Let us pray that we have the grace to follow in his example. 
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 
 



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception, Columbia Heights, MN A 4C 02-0437

 
763-571-2722                45th Ave NE & Central

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!

MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC.
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM
763-781-9312 I 831 4OTH AVE NE

LAWN MOWERS

RIDERS

CHAIN SAWS

GRASS TRIMMERS

LEAF BLOWERS

SNOW BLOWERS

Power 
Equipment

Dr. Andrew  Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist

612.788.9666• Discoverbraces.com
850 County Road D West  • New Brighton, MN 55112

Sarna’s Classic Grill
763-788-3939

All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch 10-2

3939 University Ave., Columbia Heights

Vernon S. Hoium
~Attorney At Law~

      • Wills • small Business • elder laW

      • ProBate • real estate • estate Planning

4111 Central Ave NE, Suite 206 S 
www.hoiumlaw.com         763-788-1605

BILLMAN-HUNT FUNERAL CHAPEL 
& CREMATION SERVICES

Robert F., John M., Jeffery M., Hunt, 
Directors

612-789-3535       2701 Central Ave. NE

Warner 
Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Leanne Warner

2726 Johnson St. N.E.  •  612-789-1010
“New Patients Welcome”

 

Short term rehabilitation • Secure memory care 
Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs

651-633-1686 •  www.bhshealth.org

Stacy & Stephen Traviss
 Parishioners

1435 Silver Lake Rd.

651-631-2744
$5 OFF $20 Purchase  •  Not Valid With Any Other Offers

HEIGHTS BAKERY
4925 Central Ave NE

Open Tues-Fri 5am-6pm • Saturday 6am-4pm

763-572-0624
Debbie Doty, Parishioner

BONA BROS. A U T O M O T I V E
Personal Attention ~  
Commitment to Serve

5333 University Ave.   (S.E. Corner of 694 & University) 

763-586-6050 • www.bonabros.com

Angell FAmily 
DentiStry, P.A.

Combining Experience with Technology

763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE  

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_30_7.7361x0.7232_v1_NE_CH_HS.indd   1 10/23/18   2:12 PM

Assisted Living & 
Memory Support

763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

Columbia Heights
763.788.5476

Spring Lake Park
763.253.1079

CHETSSHOES.COM

ABC COATING CO.  
OF MN, INC.

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha
Epoxy Coated Rebar

2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville

612-378-1855

 
 

 
651-231-6276

500 Village Center Dr  
North Oaks, MN 55127

marciahernick@edinarealty.com

$5 off of purchase 
of $25 or more

763-710-5723 
4005 Central Avenue NE 

Columbia Heights

not valid with other offers

763-205-4298
256 57th Ave NE Fridley

Save Time,
Shop Online

Contact Kristee Flynn 
to place an ad today! 
kflynn@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2251


	Dec_18-22_02-0437
	Sept 2022 Advertisements

