


From the Pastor’s Desk 
God is King 
A very merry Christmas to one and all! On this joyful occasion we give 
thanks and praise to the Lord for sending forth His only-begotten Son into 
the world to save us from our sins, guide us in the path of righteousness, 
and lead us to everlasting life. There is a marvelous verse within the First 
Reading for Mass on this Christmas Day wherein the messenger declares 

to Zion, “Your God is King!” (Isaiah 52:7) Indeed, God is the King of the Universe with abso-
lute sovereignty over “all things visible and invisible.” (Nicene Creed) 
 

However, the Lord is not a tyrannical ruler who does things at random. No, there is a pur-
poseful plan and merciful goodness to God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. At 
times it is a mysterious plan that we do not fully comprehend. May our hearts be open to 
Christ as the ruler of our lives in every facet so that we could one day acclaim Him as Lord 
in the joyous Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Fr. James 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, December 25, Nativity of the Lord 
  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-2 or 1:18-25 
  Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
  Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Monday, December 26, St. Stephen, First Martyr 
  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22 
 

Tuesday, December 27, St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

Wednesday, December 28, The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 
 

Thursday, December 29, St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
  1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
 

Friday, December 30, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

Saturday, December 31, St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year’s Eve 
  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 
 

Sunday, January 1, Mary, The Holy Mother of God, National Migration Week, New Year’s Day, 
World Day of Peace 
  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

©LPi 



School News 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Our Immaculate Conception students held a prayer 
service in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe on her 
feast day. We learned a bit about the history, prayed 
the Hail Mary and presented her with paper flowers. 
We have a beautiful portrait of Our Lady that was 
given to the school as a gift! It was a lovely afternoon. 
 

Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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Parish News 
2022-2023 Tax Deduction Information 
This is just a reminder that, regardless of the date on 
the check, we must record your donations by the 
date we receive them or the date on which they are 
postmarked. For example, if a check dated Decem-
ber 31, 2022 is received by us on January 1 or later, it 
must be recorded as a 2023 donation. If you send us 
a donation through the postal service and the enve-
lope is postmarked December 31, 2022 or earlier, 
this will be recorded as a 2022 donation even if we 
receive the envelope in January. As these are IRS 
regulations, we have no flexibility in the matter. 
 

Discipleship 

Being the Sign 
I think the real challenge of evangelization in the modern age is the reality 
that pretty much everyone has already heard of Jesus Christ — or, at least, 
they think they have.  
 

To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who shared news of the birth of Jesus 
with the shepherds had an easy job. All he had to do was announce it.  
 

Our baptism compels us to do the same — to announce the coming of 
Christ over and over again, always and everywhere. But our audience is 
not a group of illiterate shepherds in ancient Judea. Our audience is a 
world that has heard so much about Jesus they often claim weariness of 
his name. So how do we do it? If we walk into a crowd of strangers and tell 
them we want to talk about Jesus, their reaction will probably be either “I 
already know about Jesus, thanks,” or “I’ve heard of him, and based on the 
behavior of those who claim to follow him, I’m really not interested in 
hearing more.” 
 

Because in the end, our very lives are how we “announce his salvation” in 
the present day. We announce it in our actions to strangers. We announce 
it in our treatment of people who have wronged us. We announce it in our 
interactions with those who disagree with us.  
 

How long had the coming of the Messiah been foretold to the Israelites? 
So long that, no doubt, many of them despaired of his coming altogether. 
So, God had to give them a sign: “You will find an infant wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger.” 
 

Now we are the sign. 
 

The world has heard of Christ by now. But have they all seen him? It’s our 
job to show them. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 
 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, December 26 
  Parish Office Closed 

 

Tuesday, December 27 
  Charismatic Prayer Group .......... 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 

Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day 
  The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God — 
  Saturday Mass at 5:00 pm 
  Sunday Mass at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
(Spanish) 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore 

the Lord. Today a great light has come upon the earth.” 
 

(Gospel Acclamation) 
 

Merry Christmas! Everyone is invited to visit our Eucharistic Adoration 
Chapel to adore our Lord, Jesus. It is the perfect to way to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, end the year and begin the new year. Come and experience a peace 
only He can give. 
 

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00 am and we 
are always looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the following 
open hours:  Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, Thursdays at 1:00 pm and Fridays at 
6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If you would like to schedule an adoration hour, or 
are unable to attend your scheduled hour, please call Sandy at 763-789-
3246. 
 

Note:  The chapel will be closed on Monday, January 2, 2023 for the New 
Year holiday. It will reopen on Tuesday, January 3 at 7:00 am. 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially Leon Senart, all who have died from Covid-19 and all 
who have died as a result of violence. May God grant them ev-
erlasting peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: Bea Alain, Paul Bona, 
Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, 
Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, Irene Gray, Jim Johnson, 
Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, Linda Kosloski, Doug Krier, 
Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., Janet Mihalik, 
Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Dianne Redman, Barb Robertson, 
Greg Sery, Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, Sandra Tabor, 
Lois Weyers, Joan Wehlage, and all those on our prayer chain 

 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor,  
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here 
for you and that we welcome new members! For more infor-
mation about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-
788-9062 x 212. 
 

Christmas as Christ’s Mass by Dr. Michael Barber 
Dr. Michael Barber explains the extraordinary connection be-
tween Christmas and the Eucharist, coining the great solemnity 
as “Christ’s Mass.” 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup and select 
our parish. 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

Parish Centennial 
100th Anniversary Quilt 
Father James asked if a quilt could 
be made to celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of our church and a com-
mittee was formed to take on the 
task. The committee met over the 
last few months to coordinate the 
project and much has been accom-
plished to date. We are now seeking financial support in the 
form of private donations to cover some of the more costly ex-
penses to finish the quilt. Should you wish to donate towards 
the quilt, we ask that you make your donation in the form of a 
check written to Immaculate Conception Church with the word 
“QUILT” in the memo portion of your check. Checks can be 
mailed to the church: 4030 Jackson Street NE, Columbia 
Heights, MN 55421 (Attention: Terri Glaeser) or placed in an en-
velope marked “QUILT – ATTENTION: Terri Glaeser” and 
dropped in the collection basket at Mass. Thank you for any 
support you can provide! Questions should be directed to Sue 
Murzyn at 763-571-0066. 
 

©LPi 

Trivia Time! 
 

Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question: What is the star that rose above   
the stable where Jesus was born traditionally 
called? 

Answer:  The Star of Bethlehem. 

 
Thank You! 
Thank you for your gener-
ous donations to the Giving 
Tree—we will put a smile 
on many faces due to your 
kindness! 
 

Annual Collection for Veterans 
Every Third Saturday, located in Minneapolis, addresses the 
physical needs of struggling and homeless veterans, as well as 
the emotional needs of veterans and their families. This organi-
zation needs winter coats, gloves, hats, thermal underwear, and 
boots that are new or used in good condition for female and 
male veterans. Immaculate Conception will again team with oth-
er Catholic churches in the area to collect goods. Now is a good 
time to clean out your closets. Your new or gently used items can 
be dropped off on the weekend of January 14-15. There will be a 
large, marked bin available in the church narthex for your do-
nations. Questions? Please contact Vicki B., 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

Christmas Gifts 
Question:  Why do we give gifts at Christmas? 
 

Answer:  Great events in and of themselves are not tangible. They occur in 
life but leave no mark behind, nothing that someone could come across and 
know that something significant occurred. So we mark the event with mon-
uments, holidays, gold watches or plaques, making a meaningful event tan-
gible and memorable. 
 

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark the occasion of the birth of 
Jesus, communicating a bit of the joy of the day by allowing us to be both 
giver and receiver. Gift-giving sets aside the day as special and different. 
The special foods, customs, decorations, and gifts all help focus our atten-
tion on the importance and meaning of the day and at the same time allow 
us to share personally in its joy and happiness. 
 

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of Christmas in a signif-
icant way. We imitate God in sharing with others. We give a bit of ourselves 
to others in the gifts we give, just as God gives us the gift of his Son. No 
wonder we often say that the best gifts are those that come from the heart. 
Given in love, these presents are wrapped in the best covering of all. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
The true meaning of Christmas is not found in the twinkling lights, the 
beautifully adorned trees, or the exchanged gifts. It is revealed when we 
find God along the way of our lives, especially when we feel displaced, des-
perate, and alone. Fleeing from their home, Joseph and Mary cautiously 
made their way through the uncertain, complex, and dark paths to a longed
-for place of safety and welcome. Not sure where to lay their heads, they 
created makeshift preparations for the birth of their child, the Son of God. 
God, who always was, is, and will be, without beginning or end is the one 
constant in life who sees us through difficult and scary times. Jesus is the 
light, which enlightens everyone, and comes into the world to show us the 
truth. It is joyful good news that calms our fears and allows us to go forth 
into the nighttime of our lives, courageously. This is the meaning of Christ-
mas. We are never lost or alone. God is with us, loving us and leading us 
where we need to be. 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
“The infant Christ ‘came into our world in a state 
of great vulnerability. He needed to be defended, 
protected, cared for and raised by Joseph’ (PC 5). 
The humble and often hidden carpenter of Naza-
reth accompanied Mary in her pregnancy, assist-
ed at the birth of the Messiah in a stable, pre-
sented Jesus in the Temple, fled with his family 
far from their homeland to protect them, and 
lovingly raised Jesus as his own son in the years 
to come… Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us 

our own call to show special care for the lives of those whom God has en-
trusted to us.”  
 

*Excerpts from Patris corde, © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  
  Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
   Respect Life Reflection: St. Joseph, Defender of Life 
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Giuseppe’s Italian Ristorante 
1435 Silver Lake Road • New Brighton 

651-631-2744 • giuseppesnewbrighton.com 
Stacy and Stephen Traviss 

Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 25 
8:00 am +John and Veronica Commers 
10:00 am +John Botzet, Jr. 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, December 27 
7:30 am +Veron and Charlene Groves 

 

Wednesday, December 28 
7:30 am +Larry Dominic 

 

Friday, December 30 
7:30 am +Bertha Margotto 

 

Saturday, December 31 
5:00 pm +Robert Sikes and Ann Fox 

 

Sunday, January 1 
10:00 am Steve Lauinger 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 
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Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Gospel Meditation 
Nativity of the Lord 
As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years seemingly fly 
by as one holiday flows into the next, January quickly becomes 
December and life maintains its hectic pace. What do we accom-
plish in all of that busyness? Perhaps technology is responsible 
for some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our social media 
worlds, communicating through texts rather than in person, and 
always connected to world events. We’re over stimulated in 
many ways by information, noise, opinions, and ideologies. Yet, 
we still find the time to decorate our homes, purchase gifts, and 
plan Christmas gatherings. We know, however, that the true 
meaning of Christmas is not found in twinkling lights, beautifully 
adorned trees, perfectly set tables or exchanged gifts. We are 
being called to something deeper and more authentic.  
 

Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our lives 
and not get distracted by the illusions around us. Our world’s 
complexity can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, ne-
glected, and unimportant. Joseph and Mary felt that way too. In 
the midst of all that captures and intrigues us in our self-created 
virtual worlds, is this longing for the anchor of faith to keep us 
grounded and make sense of it all. Only faith can give us the per-
spective to see what truly matters in life. We discover our di-
vinely blessed humanity. The uncertain and challenging journey 
to Bethlehem gives way to the tender moments of birth and its 
embrace. Christmas softens us and slows us down a bit. It shows 
us Jesus as the light who enlightens everyone. It shows us the 
truth.  
 

The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows 
us to go into the nighttime of our lives courageously. We are 
never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more of life’s mo-
ments before they slip away in time. God is with us, loving us, 
and leading us where we need to be. God is born again and again 
in every soul willing to give birth to His presence. God connects 
us and provides us with a place where we feel safe and welcome: 
home. Merry Christmas! 

©LPi 

Parish Support 
Received Through December 11 

Sunday Envelopes ..............  $ 4,055.00 
Plate ......................................     3,703.00 
WeShare ...............................        562.50 
 

Total ......................................  $ 8,320.50 
 

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the collection report 
for the weekend of December 17-18 will be printed in 
next week’s bulletin. 
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763-571-2722                45th Ave NE & Central

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter at tastypizzamn
Order online at www.tastypizzatogo.com

God Bless & Thank You for your support!

MINNEAPOLIS SAW INC.
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
MINNEAPOLISSAW.COM
763-781-9312 I 831 4OTH AVE NE

LAWN MOWERS

RIDERS

CHAIN SAWS

GRASS TRIMMERS

LEAF BLOWERS

SNOW BLOWERS

Power 
Equipment

Dr. Andrew  Wahl, Board Certified Orthodontist

612.788.9666• Discoverbraces.com
850 County Road D West  • New Brighton, MN 55112

Sarna’s Classic Grill
763-788-3939

All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch 10-2

3939 University Ave., Columbia Heights

Vernon S. Hoium
~Attorney At Law~

      • Wills • small Business • elder laW

      • ProBate • real estate • estate Planning

4111 Central Ave NE, Suite 206 S 
www.hoiumlaw.com         763-788-1605

BILLMAN-HUNT FUNERAL CHAPEL 
& CREMATION SERVICES

Robert F., John M., Jeffery M., Hunt, 
Directors

612-789-3535       2701 Central Ave. NE

Warner 
Chiropractic Clinic

Dr. Leanne Warner

2726 Johnson St. N.E.  •  612-789-1010
“New Patients Welcome”

 

Short term rehabilitation • Secure memory care 
Outpatient therapy • Skilled care 

Holy Spirit Chapel • Wellness programs

651-633-1686 •  www.bhshealth.org

Stacy & Stephen Traviss
 Parishioners

1435 Silver Lake Rd.

651-631-2744
$5 OFF $20 Purchase  •  Not Valid With Any Other Offers

HEIGHTS BAKERY
4925 Central Ave NE

Open Tues-Fri 5am-6pm • Saturday 6am-4pm

763-572-0624
Debbie Doty, Parishioner

BONA BROS. A U T O M O T I V E
Personal Attention ~  
Commitment to Serve

5333 University Ave.   (S.E. Corner of 694 & University) 

763-586-6050 • www.bonabros.com

Angell FAmily 
DentiStry, P.A.

Combining Experience with Technology

763.788.2215
423 - 40th Ave NE  

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.angellfamilydentistry.com • info@angellfamilydentistry.com

Two reasons why we supply free loaners
Drive your car in, or have it toed.

Central Avenue Auto Body
2628  Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis

612-781-2711 • www.centralaveautobody.com

NORTHEAST CHAPEL

2901 Johnson Street NE
612.781.6828

HILLSIDE CHAPEL

2610 19th Avenue NE
612.781.1999

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS CHAPEL

4101 Central Avenue NE
763.789.4436washburn-mcreavy .com

Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services

WMF_18-ChurchBulletinAd_30_7.7361x0.7232_v1_NE_CH_HS.indd   1 10/23/18   2:12 PM

Assisted Living & 
Memory Support

763-571-7355 | www.LandmarkOfFridley.com

Columbia Heights
763.788.5476

Spring Lake Park
763.253.1079

CHETSSHOES.COM

ABC COATING CO.  
OF MN, INC.

Alfredo & Sylvia Rocha
Epoxy Coated Rebar

2500 W County Rd. B, Door 16A • Roseville

612-378-1855

 
 

 
651-231-6276

500 Village Center Dr  
North Oaks, MN 55127

marciahernick@edinarealty.com

$5 off of purchase 
of $25 or more

763-710-5723 
4005 Central Avenue NE 

Columbia Heights

not valid with other offers

763-205-4298
256 57th Ave NE Fridley

Save Time,
Shop Online

Contact Kristee Flynn 
to place an ad today! 
kflynn@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2251
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