


From the Pastor’s Desk 
A New Year and a New Ewe 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ — Happy New Year to one and all! How 
are you doing? It seems like all the way in last year since we had a chance 
to connect with one another… In all seriousness, we give thanks to the 
Lord for this ongoing Christmas season, this New Year with new possibili-
ties, and for this great Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. A marvelous 

way for us to move forward is to take time and prayerfully ponder what has happened be-
fore. Especially as we’re within this year getting ready to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 
our parish we have the grace-filled opportunity to think about our lives in general and how 
last year went for us and the years before that. 
 

We look no further than the example of Our Blessed Mother after giving birth to Jesus 
when the shepherds came to the manger in Bethlehem. Along with their lambs, sheep, and 
ewes, “they went in haste” from the fields where the angels had appeared to them to visit 
the newborn Christ child (Luke 2:16). At seeing this “Mary kept all these things, reflecting on 
them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). We have experienced so much within our lives, whether we 
are young kiddos or older members of the Good Shepherd’s flock. May the witness of Mary 
and the prayerful posture of St. Joseph inspire us as we enter into this New Year together. 
 

Fr. James 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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This Week’s Readings 
Sunday, January 1, Mary, The Holy Mother of God, National Migration Week, New Year’s Day, 
World Day of Peace 
  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

 

Monday, January 2, Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church 
  1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
 

Tuesday, January 3, The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
  1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
 

Wednesday, January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
  1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
 

Thursday, January 5, St. John Neumann, Bishop 
  1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
 

Friday, January 6, St. André Bessette, Religious 
  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
 

Saturday, January 7, St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 9b/Jn 2:1-11 
 

Sunday, January 8, The Epiphany of the Lord 
  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

©LPi 

 



Visit our website:  ICCSonline.org 
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(Practicing) Catholic 

She Kept All of These Things in Her Heart 
“What was my first word? Who was there when I was born? When did I 
start to walk? Which toys did I play with? What made me cry when I was a 
baby?”  
 

My oldest has reached the age where she has started to ask questions like 
this. As she grows up, she is realizing that, in order to understand the 
world around her, she must first understand herself. This makes her insa-
tiably curious about her own identity, her history — her “origin story,” as 
they say in the movies. 
 

I’ve got most of it documented either in writing or in photos, but even if it’s 
a detail that wasn’t scribbled in a baby book or saved to my digital cloud, 
it’s a memory that I can quickly summon and make real for her as we snug-
gle and talk about who she was, who she is, and who she may become. 
 

I’m the mom. I have kept all of these things in my heart. 
 

The Blessed Mother knew more about God before opening a book than 
most of us could discover after a lifetime of study and prayer. There is no 
one whose knowledge of Christ was so intimate, so deep, so simultaneous-
ly ordinary and extraordinary, as the human woman who bore him, birthed 
him, nursed him, raised him and eventually gave him up. 
 

In the way that I can tell my daughter everything there is to know about 
the part of her life she cannot recall, Mary can tell us everything we need 
to know about Christ. All we have to do is ask.  
 

Mary kept all of these things in her heart. — Luke 2:19 
 

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman| ©LPi 
 

 
 
 
 
Parish Centennial 
A Message From IC School 
The students, teachers, and staff of Immaculate Con-
ception School would like to congratulate the parish 
as it enters its 100th year! The school is in year 83. 
Together, may we walk hand in hand into the next 
100 years! 

Eucharistic Adoration 
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising  God for all the things they 

had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told” (Luke 2:20). 
 

Adorers, much like the shepherds at the birth of Jesus, come to their hour 
of adoration with the anticipation of peace and joy of being in the presence 
of our Lord. They often spend their hour in prayer and think about all the 
wonderful things Jesus has done. Come and adore Jesus in our Eucharistic 
Adoration Chapel. All are welcome! 
 

Our chapel is open Monday through Friday beginning at 7:00 am and we 
are always looking for more scheduled adorers. We have the following 
open hours: Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, and Fridays at 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If 
you would like to schedule an adoration hour, or are unable to attend your 
scheduled hour, please call Sandy at 763-789-3246. 
 

Note:  The chapel will be closed on Monday, January 2, 2023 for the New 
Year holiday. It will reopen on Tuesday, January 3 at 7:00 am. 
 

100th Anniversary Quilt 
Father James asked if a quilt could be made to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of our church and a com-
mittee was formed to take on the task. The commit-
tee met over the last few months to coordinate the 
project and much has been accomplished to date. We 
are now seeking financial support in the form of pri-
vate donations to cover some of the more costly ex-
penses to finish the quilt. Should you wish to donate 
towards the quilt, we ask that you make your dona-
tion in the form of a check written to Immaculate 
Conception Church with the word “QUILT” in the 
memo portion of your check. Checks can be mailed 
to the church: 4030 Jackson Street NE, Columbia 
Heights, MN 55421 (Attention: Terri Glaeser) or 
placed in an envelope marked “QUILT – ATTENTION: 
Terri Glaeser” and dropped in the collection basket 
at Mass. Thank you for any support you can provide! 
Questions should be directed to Sue Murzyn at 763-
571-0066. 
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Pastoral Ministry 
Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request — call the 
parish office at 763-788-9062. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, 
please call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call 
Larene at 763-789-4246. 
 

Pray for Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially Delores Fierst, John (Jeb) Vachuska, all who have died 
from Covid-19 and all who have died as a result of violence. May 
God grant them everlasting peace and joy in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

Pray for All the Sick—Especially: Bea Alain, Paul Bona, 
Tom Botzet, Vickie Botzet, Robin Crisp, Jim Davis, Kathy Fraser, 
Mary Fredenburg, Brian Gourley, Irene Gray, Vince Hendren, 
Jim Johnson, Len Jurek, Marge Klimek, Linda Kosloski, 
Doug Krier, Joan Landberg, Steven Lauinger, Tom Leight Sr., 
Janet Mihalik, Teddy Miller, Shawn Moulzolf, Dianne Redman, 
Barb Robertson, Greg Sery, Martha Stwora, Elaine Thunstrom, 
Sandra Tabor, Lois Weyers, Joan Wehlage, and all those on our 
prayer chain 
 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Dear Visitor,  
Welcome, we are glad to see you today! Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are here 
for you and that we welcome new members! For more infor-
mation about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763-
788-9062 x 212. 
 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, January 2 
  Parish Office Closed 

 

Tuesday, January 3 
  Charismatic Prayer Group ................ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, January 4 
  Faith Formation Family Mass ........... 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

 

Friday, January 6 
  1st Eucharist Class ............................... 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 

 

Saturday, January 7 
  Baptism Class ....................................... 9:00 am - 11:00 am 
 

Social Justice Ministry 

Thank You! 
Gift Card Results from the Giving Tree: 
IC food cards: $2,235.00 
SACA for teens: $300.00 (15-$20.00 cards) 
Stepping Stone: $260.00 (26-$10.00 cards) 
Ascension Place: $260.00 (26-$10.00 cards) 

 

Annual Collection for Veterans 
Every Third Saturday, located in Minneapolis, addresses the 
physical needs of struggling and homeless veterans, as well as 
the emotional needs of veterans and their families. This organi-
zation needs winter coats, gloves, hats, thermal underwear, and 
boots that are new or used in good condition for female and 
male veterans. Immaculate Conception will again team with 
other Catholic churches in the area to collect goods. Now is a 
good time to clean out your closets! Your new or gently used 
items can be dropped off on the weekend of January 14-15. 
There will be a large, marked bin available in the church       
narthex for your donations. Questions? Please contact Vicki B. 
at 763-788-9062 x212. 
 

Thank You From CCW... 
Christmas Card Decorating 
Thank you to everyone who came to Fellowship Hall on Decem-
ber 4th after Mass to decorate Christmas cards for the residents 
at Crestview. We had volunteers ranging from young kids to 
adults, who decorated over 150 Christmas cards with stickers, 
colored drawings, stamps and hand written messages to the 
residents. The cards were delivered to Crestview shortly after 
the weekend and were received with much joy. It was a blessing 
to spend this fun time together, eating some Christmas cookies, 
drinking hot cider and to spread Christmas cheer to the resi-
dents. Thank you to all who volunteered! 
 

CCW Bake Sale and Boutique 
The Council of Catholic Women extends a heartfelt thank you 
to everyone for your generous donation of baked goods, lovely 
crafts and Holiday Home Décor to the Christmas Bake and Bou-
tique Sale — and thank you to all those who stopped by to sup-
port us through your purchases. This is our biggest fundraiser 
each year and once again it was a very successful event! We 
couldn’t do it without you. God’s Blessings to all in 2023! 
 

Looking Ahead 
As you're packing up your Christmas decor at the end of the 
season this year, if you find you have items you may no longer 
want or have a need for, we’d be happy to take them for our 
Holiday decor area next year. Please call either Sandy 763-789-
3246, Mary Ann 763-780-5911. 
or Diane 612-916-8365 to schedule a drop-off time or we will be 
happy to pick items up at your home. 
 

Save the Date 
Women’s Lenten Retreat, March 18, 2023 here at Immaculate 
Conception in Fellowship Hall. 
 



Reflections 
Why Do We Do That?—Catholic Life Explained 

History of the Rosary 
Question:  What is the history of the rosary? Where did this prayer come 
from? 
 

Answer:  Although a longstanding tradition attributed the rosary to Saint 
Dominic and the Dominican Order, the practice of using beads to count 
prayers predates the Dominicans by a few hundred years. In fact, it seems 
that what we now think of as the rosary (which means “garland of roses”) 
was first developed by illiterate peasants and religious brothers and sisters 
as a way of offering 150 “Our Fathers” to replace the praying of the 150 
psalms in the Divine Office. 
 

The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was later subdivided into 15 
decades of 10 Hail Marys) arose during the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the 
rosary began to flourish in the nineteenth century, especially as new devo-
tions to Mary began to spread throughout Europe and the New World. An 
annual liturgical celebration of Our Lady of the Rosary was introduced into 
the Church calendar in 1573 and it has been observed on the date of Octo-
ber 7 since 1913. 
 

In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary, Pope Saint John Paul II not 
only added five new mysteries to the traditional fifteen, but he also remind-
ed Catholics that the rosary is, at its core, an opportunity to go deeper into 
the life of Jesus: “The rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart 
a Christocentric prayer … It has all the depth of the Gospel message in its 
entirety, of which it can be said to be a compendium. It is an echo of Mary’s 
prayer, her perennial Magnificat … With the rosary, the Christian people sit 
at the school of Mary and are led to contemplate the beauty of the face of 
Christ and to experience the depths of his love” (no. 1). 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 
The shepherds returned from Bethlehem “glorifying and praising God.” 
They were affected deeply by the sight of the infant Messiah and the mes-
sage of the angels. What would the world look like, if we allowed ourselves 
to be likewise impacted by the word of God? 

©LPi 
 

Word of Life 
“O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of Christ, 
your Son, with faith and trust. Grant your protection to all pregnant moth-
ers facing difficulties. Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities 
places of welcome and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become in-
struments of God’s love and compassion.” 
 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
   “A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers”  
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Thank you to our sponsors 
Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week without them! 
 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 

 

Choice Cremation 
7398 University Ave NE • Fridley 

763-571-5030 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, January 1 
10:00 am Steve Lauinger 
11:30 am IC Parish 

 

Tuesday, January 3 
7:30 am +Deceased Members of the CCW, 

+John Breza 
 

Wednesday, January 4 
7:30 am +John and Barbara Botzet, Sr. 

 

Friday, January 6 
7:30 am +Deceased Members of  

the Knights of Columbus 
 

Saturday, January 7 
5:00 pm +Sharon Netkow 

 

Sunday, January 8 
8:00 am +Roger Shasky 
10:00 am +Reggie Willman 
11:30 am IC Parish 

+Deceased 
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Church Directory 
 

Emergency (Death/Anointing) 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

Parish 
Parish Office 763-788-9062 
  Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Parish Fax 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Kay Karye x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon x 214 
Director of Operations, Julie Moricz x 202 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson x 218 
Parish Office Coordinator, Ximena Bunay x 201 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille x 212 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick x 204 
 

Faith Formation 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott x 208 
 

School 
  School Office 763-788-9065 
  School Fax 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) x 220 
Director of Admissions, Megan Sackmaster x 207 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko x 219 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members 
Daryl Post • Maria Hamilton • Sue Nyvold • Jerry Early 

Tom Herschbach • Marcus Paulson • Stacy McVary 
 

Fr. James Peterson (Pastor) 
Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 
Patrick McVary (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts 
Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 

Gospel Meditation 
Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
We hide ourselves and our secrets from God because we are afraid. 
Even Mary can seem too perfect to approach. The shepherds find the 
strength to speak to Mary and Joseph at the moment they see the child 
in the manger. They open their hearts and share what they’ve experi-
enced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, “When they saw this, they 
made known the message that had been told them about this child.”  
 

When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars often ap-
proached and said, “Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian and 
thought, “Why are they speaking about the Christmas nativity scene?” 
My friend said, “Mangia means eat. They’re hungry.” That’s when I re-
alized more deeply than ever before that Mary puts her baby in a place 
designed for hungry animals to eat.  
 

See that baby in the manger in your heart. Imagine Mary kneeling 
nearby looking at you with love. She doesn’t cling to God for herself. In 
that cave, from the beginning, she quietly offers her son to hungry 
souls. The manger means vulnerable self-offering love. That’s the sign. 
This week that same manger opens our hearts to tell Mary about our 
lives, too. 
 

—Father John Muir 
 

Parish Support 
Received Through December 18 

Sunday Envelopes .................. $  12,172.00 
Plate ..........................................      3,144.00 
WeShare ..................................         262.50 
Automatic Withdrawal .........     3,400.00 
 

Total .......................................... $ 18,978.50 
 

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the collection report for the week-
end of December 24-25 will be printed in next week’s bulletin. 
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Mary of Nazareth 
What would it have been like to have known the 
Mother of God? Watch this beautiful film portraying 
the life of Mary in order to contemplate Mary's pro-
found faith and the mysteries of her life. 
 

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup 
and select our parish. 
 

Trivia Time! 
 

Catholic Trivia — Just for Fun! 
Question: What is the only New Testament book 
that includes the Magi visiting Jesus?                  ©LPi 

Answer: 
Only the Gospel of Matthew records the Magi visiting Jesus. 

St. John Neumann | January 5 
St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators, immigrants and, due to 
the miracles that secured his canonization, sick children. This is a fitting 
patronage as he was a lover of education and learning from a very young 
age. In fact, when he was a child, his mother called him “my little biblioma-
niac” due to his preoccupation with reading. Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what 
is now the Czech Republic, he attended the university in Prague preparing 
for ordination. However, his local bishops were not ordaining new priests 
at the time because Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired 
about ordination all over Europe but received the same answer every-
where. Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several United States 
dioceses. Receiving no immediate responses, the saint took a leap of faith 
and decided to just immigrate to the United States in 1836, during his 25th 
year, with only $40 in his pocket. This risk paid off when he was ordained 
in New York a month later.  
 

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a missionary to German  
immigrants in Buffalo. His missionary work also created an opportunity  
for him to spend time in Maryland, Virginia, Michigan, and Ohio. When    
he was 29, he joined the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer 
(Redemptorists), a congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to help-
ing the poor and most abandoned. He was their first member to profess 
vows in the United States. 
 

In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop of Philadelph-
ia. During this time, he organized the individual parochial schools in his 
region into a diocesan system. This change allowed Catholic schools to 
quickly increase the number of pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. Over 
the course of his ministry, St. John expanded the number of Catholic 
schools in his diocese from 2 to 100! His passion for education extended to 
immigrants, like himself, and his love for learning languages made it possi-
ble for him to hear confessions in English, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, 
and Gaelic!  
 

A man of the people, he could often be found outside the church walls vis-
iting people who were sick, staying in taverns and public houses to teach, 
and celebrating Mass in people’s homes at their kitchen tables. He was 
canonized on June 19, 1977, following three miracles, two of which regard-
ed the healing of youth from grave illnesses. St. John Neumann was the 
first American man to be canonized a saint. 

Saint of the Week 
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